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dediqXtion 

TO 

MR. RICHARD fflNXMAN, 

OF CHILLING, IN HAMPSHIRE. 

J^orth Hempttead, Long-Ishndt I6lh Jiw. 1818. 
My dear sir, 

The following little volume will give yoa sonde 
account of my agricultural proceedings in this fine 
and welUgoverned country ; and, it will also enable 
you to see clearly how favourable an absence of 
grinding taxation and tithes is to the farmer. You 
have already paid to fund-holders, standing armies 
and priests more money than would make a decent 
fortune for two children ; and, if the present sys- 
tem were to continue to the end of your natural 
life, you would pay more to support the. idle and 
the worthless, than would maintain, during the 
same space of time, ten labourers and their families. 
The profits of your capital, care and skill are pawn- 
ed by the boroughmongers to pay the interest of a 
debt, which they have contracted for their own pur- 
poses ; a debt, which never can, by ages of toil and 
of sufi*erings, on the part of the people, be either 
paid ofi* or diminished. But, I trust, that deliver- 
ance from this worse than Egyptian bondage is now 
Qear at hand. The atrocious tyranny does but 
stagger along. At every step it discovers fresh 
proofs of impotence. It must come down ; and 
when it is down, we shall not have to envy the far- 
saers of America, or of any country in the world. 

"When you reflect on the blackguard comluct of 
the Parsons at Winchester, on the day wbf^n I la^t 
had the pleasure to see you and our excellent 
friend Goldsmith, you will rejoice to fin^^ tliafr. 
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138 DEDICATION. 

throughout the whole of this extensive country, 
there exists not one sin^e animal of that descrip- 
tion ; so that we can herejteep as many cows, sows, 
ewes and hens as we please, with the certainty, 
that no prying, greedy Parson will come to eat up 
a part of the young ones. How long shall we En- 
glishmen suffer our cow-stalls, our styes, our folds 
and our hen-roosts to he the prey of this prowhng 
pest? 

In many parts of the following pages you will 
trace the remarks and opinions back to conversa- 
tions that have passed between us, many times, in 
Hampshire. In the making of them my mind has 
been brought back to the feelings of those days. 
The certainty, that I shall always be beloved by 
you constitutes one of the greatest pleasures of my 
life ; and I am sure^ that you want nothing to con- 
vince you, Hiat.I am unchangeably, 

Your faithful and affectionate friend, 

Wm. Cobbett. 
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PREf'ACE 



TO THE 



SEGPJ^D AND THIRD PARTS. 

m 



157. In \he Firgt Part I adopted the mode of 
numbering the paragraphs, a mode which I shall 
pursue to the end of my work ; and, as the whole 
work may, at the choice of the purchaser, be bound 
up in one volume, or remain in two volumes, I have 
thought it best to resume the numbering at the 
point where I stopped at the close of the First Part. 
The last paragraph of that Part was 166 : I, there- 
fore, now begin with 167. 

1 68. For the same reason 1 have,^n the Second 
Part, resumed the paging at the point where I stop- 
ped in the First Part. I left off with ps^e 134 ; 
and, I begin with 136. I have, in like manner, re- 
sumed the chaptering : so that, when the two vo- 
lumes are put together, they will, as to these mat- 
ters, form but one ; atid those who may have pur- 
chased the volumes separately, will possess the 
same bookvii^ all respects, as those who shall pur- 
chase the Three Parts in one Volume. 

159. Paragraph 1. (Part I/) contains my reasons 
for numbering the paragraphs, but besides the rea- 
sons there stated, there is one, which did not th«i 
occur to me, and which was left to be suggested by 
experience, of a description which I did not then 
anticipate ; namely, that, in the case of more than 
one edition, the paging may, and generally does, 
differ in such manner as to bring the matter, which, 
14 
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in one edition, is under «any given page, under a 
different page in another edition. This renders 
the work of reference very laborious at best, and, 
in many cases, it defeats its object^ If the para- 
graphs of Blackstone's Commentaries had been 
numbered, how, much valuable time-it would have 
saved ! I am now about to send a second edition 
of the First Part of this work to the press. I am 
quite careless about the paging : that is to say ; so, 
that the whole be comprised within the 134 pages, 
it is of no consequence whether the matter tadce, 
with respect to the pages, precisely the same situ- 
ation that it took before ; and, if the paging were 
not intended to join on to that of the present vo- 
lume, it would be no matter what were the number 
6f pages upon the whole. 1 hope, that these rea- 
sons will be sufficient to convince the reader, that I 
have not, in this case, been actuated by a love of 
singularity. We live to learn, and to makeim- 
provehients, and every improvement must, at firsts 
be a singularity. 

160. Somej;bing, upon this occasion, seems ne- 
cessary to be said as to the price of the First Part 
of this work, which many persons have thought too 
high, and some, having the opportunity, have had 
the candour to express their opinion to me : In the - 
first place, 40 cents out of the 100 are allowed to 
BookseUers who sell the books for me ; and, when 
the paper, the print, the binding and the adverti- 
smg are paid for, let the reader judge what there 
can be to remain for the author ; for, let it be borne 
in mind, that, here, there is an author who is to 
liave somethingy which is not the case when a book 
in re-printed from an edition, which is at^ the com- 
mand of every one, and which is the property of no 
one. Besides, supposing' that quantity alone be to 
be the standard of value as relating to books : if the 
reader examine a little, he will fihd, I believe, few 
cheaper books, ii he judge by quantity of prinL 
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SECOND AND TBIRD PARTS. 1(43 

Neatness and due proportion forbid, according to 
my taste, the spreading of small quandties of matter 
over a large space. Were it not, that others have 
a right to spread their matter out as much as they 
please ; and had I not already said enough upon 
such a subject, I could name several re-printed 
books, which are sold at a dollar, and which con- 
tain much less matter than is contained in the First 
. Part of this work. 

161. The utility, which I thought would arise 
from hastening out of the First Part, in June last, 
previous to the time for sowing Swedish Turnips, 
induced me to make an ugly breach in the order of 
my little work ; and, as it generally happens, that 
when disorder is once begun, it is very difficult to 
restore order ; so, in this case, 1 have been ex- 
ceedingly puzzled to give to the matter of these 
two last parts such an arrangement as should be 
worthy of a work, which, whatever may t>e the cha- 
racter of its execution, treats of subjects of great 
public interest. However, with the help of the 
Index, which I shall subjoin to the Third Part, and 
which will comprise a reference to the divers mat- 
ters in all the three parts, and in the making of 
which Index an additional proof of the advantage of 
numbering the paragraphs will appeal^ ; with the 
help of t&s Ii^dex the reader will, I am in hopes^, 
be enabled to overcome, without any very great 
trouble, the inconveniences naturally arising from 
a want of a perfectly good arrangement of the sub- 
jects of the work. 

162. As the First Part closes with a promise to 
communicate the result of my experiments of this 
present year, I begin the Second Part with a fulfil^ 
ment of that promise, particularly with regard to 
the procuring of manure by the burning of earth into 
ashes. 

163. I then proceed with the other matters 
Earned in the title C and the Third Pari I .make to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 PREFAOE TO THE 

GOQsist of an account of the Western Countries yias- 
nished in the Notes of Mr. Hulme, together with 
a view of the advantages and disadvantages of pre- 
ferring, as a place to farm in, those Countries to 
the Countries bordering on the Atlantic ; in which 
Tiew 1 have included such remarks as appear to me 
likely to be useful to those English Farmers, who 
oan no longer bear the lash of Boroughmongering 
oppression and insolence. 

164. Multifariousness is a great fault in a writ- 
ten woi^ of any ki^. I feel the consciousness of 
this fault upon this occasion. The facts and opi- 
nions relative to Swedish Turnips and Cabbages 
will be very apt to be enfeebled in their effect by 
those relating to manners, laws, and religion. Mat- 
ters so heterogeneous, the one class treated of in 
the de^l and the other in the great, ought not to 
be squeezed together between the boards of the 
same small volume. But, the fault is conunitted, 
and it is too late to repine. 

165. There are, however, two subjects which I 
will treat of distinctly hereafter. The first is that 
of Fencing, a subject which presses itself upon the 
attention of the American Farmer, but from which 
he turns with feehngs like those, with which a.lo* 
sing tradesman turns from an examination of his 
books. But, attend to it he must before it be long ; 
or his fields, in the populous parts of this Island at 
least, must lay waste, and his fuel must be brought 
him from Virginia or from England. Some time be- 
fore March next I shall publish an Essay on Fen- 
cing. The form shall correspond with that of this 
work, in order that it may be bound up with it, if 
that should be thought desirable. The other sub*- 
ject is that of hardening. This I propose to treat 
of in a small distinct volume, under some appropri- 
ate title ; and, in this volume, to give alphabetically^ 
a description of aZ^ the plants^ cultivated for the use 
of the t(M€^ and also of those cultivated as cattle 
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food. To this description I shall add an account of 
their properties, and instructions for the cultiva- < 
tion of them in the best manner. It is not my in- 
tention to go beyond what is aptly enough called the 
Kitchen Garden ; but, as a hot-hed may be of such 
great use eren to the farmer ; and as ample mate- 
rials for making beds of this sort are always at liis 
command without any expense^ I shall endeavour to 
give plain directions for the making and managing 
of a hot-bed. A bed of this sort, fifteen feet long, 
has given me, this year, the best part of an acre of 
fine cabbages to give to hogs in the parching month 
of July, This is so very simple a matter. It is so 
very easy to learn ; that there is scarcely a farmer 
in America, who would not put the thing ^ prac- 
tice, at once, with complete success. 

166. Let not my countrymen, who may happen 
to read this, suppose, that these, or apy other, 
pursuits will withdraw my attention from; or slacken 
my zeal in, that cause, which is common to us all. 
That cause claims, and has, my first attention and 
best exertion ; that is the business of my life : these 
other pursuits are my recreation. King Alfred 
allowed eight hours for recreation^ in the twenty- 
four, eight for sleep^ and eight for business, I do 
not take my allowance of the two former- 

167. The reader, when he shall perceive (for 
be wjll perceive) errors in this work, will please to 
bear in mind, that it has been printed at- twenty 
miles distMajce from the writer^ without nu oppor- 
tunity afforded him of looking over the sheets aftev 
printed. This was the case with the First Part ; 
and, that circumstance considerlEd, ft was very cor- 
rect ; though there were some errors, two of , 
which I think it necessary to notice here. The 

nj5rst is in the Journal, 7th August, *' Early Peas 
ripe.^^ It should have been Pears: See 'the con- ■ 
sequence of leaving out a lettei^ In jJ&ragraph 
75, th^ word transplant^ just before the parenthe- 






146 PREFACE TO THE SECOND AND THIRD FARTS. 

818, should be translate. There are, doubtless, 
several errors in point of Grammar : indeed, 1 
have noticed one or two such ; but» the above two 
are the only instances, in which, as far as 1 have 
observed, my meaning is not expressed. 

168. Upon looking into the First Part, I see, 
that I expressed a hope to be able to give, in some 
part of my work, a sketch of the work of Mr. 
TuLL. I have looked at Tull, and I cannot bring 
my mind up to the commission of so horrid an act 
as that of garbling such a work. It was, perhaps, 
a feeling, such as that which I experience at this 
moment, which restrained Mr. Curwen from even 
naming TulL, vvheh he ^ave- one of Tull's expe- 
riments .to the world as a discovery tf kis own. 
Unable to screw himself up to commit a murder, 
he contented himself with a robbery ; an instance, 
be may, indeed, say, of singular moderation and 
self-denial ; especially when we consider of what 
a corrupt, perjured, cruel and obdurate banditti 
and buccaneering crew he hfis, with little inter- 
mission, been an " Honourable Member" for the 
last thirty years of his life. 



Wm. COBBETT. 
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YEAR'S RESIDENCE, &c. 

qijAP. lu. 

Experiments, in 1818, as to Cabbage^. 

Preliminary^ Remarks. 

169. At the time when I was writing the First' 
Part, I expected to be able to devote more time to 
my failing, during the summer, than I afterwards # 
found that I could so devote without neglecting 
matters which I deem of greater importance. I 
was, indeed, obliged to leave the greater part of 
my out-door's business wholly to my men, merely 
telling them what to do. However, 1 attended to 
the things which I thought to be of the most im- 
portance. The field cuhure of Carrots, Para nips 
and Mangle Wurzle I did not attempt* I contented 
myself with a crop of Cabbages and of Ruta Baga, 
and with experiments as to Earth-burning and 
Transplanting-^ndian Corn* The summer antl the 
fall also have be^n remxirkahly dry in Long^hland : 
much mjM^ dry than is usual. The grass has beeti v 
very short indeed. A sort of grass -hop per, or 
cricket, has eaten up a considerable part of the 
grass andttof all vegetablesMhe. leaves of which 
have come since the monthiSf June. I am glad, 
that this has been the case ; for 1 now know what 
a fj^rmer may do in the worst of years; and, when 
I consider what the sunmier hae been, I look at 
my Cabbages and Ruta Baga with surpi^se as well 
as with- satisfacti(ln. ^ 
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170. I had some hogs to keep, and as my Swe> 
dish Turnips (Rata Baga) would be gone in July, 
or before, I wished them to be succeeded^ by Cab- 
i>ages. I made a hot-bed on the ^Oth of March, 
which ought to hare been made more than a month 
earlier ; but, I had been in Pennsylvania, and did 
not return home till the 13^^ of March, It requires 
a little time to mix and turn the dung in order to 
prepare it for a hot-bed ; so tliaft mine was not a 
very good one ; and then my frame was hastily 
patched up, and its covering consisted of some oH 
broken sashes of windoipirs. A very shabby con- 
cern ; but, in this bed I sowed Cabbages and Cauli^ 
fiowers. The seed came up, and the plants, though 
standing^ too thick, grew pretty well. From this 
bed, they would, if 1 had had time, been trans* 
planted into another, at ^bout two and a half or 
three inches apart. But, such as they were, very 
much drawn up, I began planting them out as soon 
as they were about four inches high. 

171. It was the 12th of May before they attained 
this height, and I then began planting them out in a 
piece of ground, pretty good, and deeply ploughed 
by oxen. My Cauliflowers, of which there were 
about three thousand, were too late to flower, which 
they never will do, unless the flower have begtm 
to show itself before the great heat comes. How- 
ever, these plants grew very large, and aflbrded a 
great quantity of food for pigs. Tlje outside 
leaves and stems were eaten by sows, stoiS pigs, a 
cow and some oxen ; the hearts, which were very 
tender and nearer of the Cauliflower tai«te, were 
boiled in a large cast-iron cauldron, and, mixed 
with a little rye-meal, given to sows and young 
pigs. I should suppose, that these three thousand 
plants weighed twelve thousand pounds, and they 
stood upon about half an acre of land. 1 gave tbed.e 
to the animals earl^ in July. 
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1 72. The Cabbages, sown in the bed consisted 
partly of Early Yorks, the«eed of which had been 
sent me along with the Cauliflower seed from Eng- 
land, and had reached meat Harrisburgh in Penn- 
sylvania ; and partly of plants, the seed of which 
had been given me by Mr. Jam£s Paud, Sen. of 
Bustleton, as I was on my return home. And this " 
gave me a pretty good opportunity of ascertaining 
the facts as to the degenerating of Cabbage seed, 
Mr. Paul, who attended very minutely to all such 
matters ; who took great delight in his garden ; 
who was a reading as well as a practical farmer, 
told me, when he gave me the seed, that it would 
not produce ipave'd Cabbages so early as my own 
seed would ; for, that, though he had always se- 
lected the earhest heads for seed, the seed degtenie- 
rated, and the Cabbages regularly came to perfec- 
tion lat^r and later. He said, that he should never 
save Cabbage seed himself ; but, that it was such 
chance ifork to buy of seedsmen, that he thought it 
best to'Wve some at any rate. In this case, all the 
plants from the English seed produced solid loaves 
by the 24th of June, while from the plants of the 
Pennsylvania seed, we had not a single solid loaf 
till the 28th of July, and, from the chief part of 
them, not till mid- August. 

173. This is a great matter. Not only have you 
the food earlier, and so much earlier, from tlie 
genuine seed,* but your ground is occupied m 
much less time by the plant-^. The plants very 
soon showed, by their appearance, wbsrt would be 
the result; for, on the 2nd of June, Miss Sarjlh 
Paul, a- daughter of Mr. Jamesj Paul, saw the 
plants, an^ while these from the Kiiglish seed were 
even then beginning to loave, those from her fa- 
ther's were clothing more than bunches of spread- 
ing leaves, having no appearance of forming a 
head. However, they succeeded the plants from 
the English seed : and> the whole, besides, what 
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wer6 used in the house, were giyen to the animals. 
As many of the white loaves as were wanted foi 
the purpose were boiled for sows and small pigs, 
and the rest were given to lean pigs and the horn- 
eattle : and a fine resource they were ; for so dry 
was the weather, and the devastsrtion of the grass- 
hoppers so great, that we had scarce any grass in 
any part of the land ; and if I had not had the Cab- 
bages I mast have resorted to the Indian Corn, or 
grain of some sort. 

1 74. But, these spring Cabbage plants were to be 
succeeded by others to be eaten in September and 
onwards to January. Therefore, on the 27th of 
May, 1 sowed in the natural ground eksven sorts of 
Cabbages, some of the seed from England and some 
90t from my friend Mr. Paul. I have noticed the 
extreme drought of the season. Nevertheless, i 
hove now about two acres of Cabbages of the foi* 
lowing description. Half an acre of Early Salisbury 
(earliest of all Cabbages') and Early York ; about 3 
quarters of an acre of the Drum-head and other late 
Cabbages; and about the same quantity afgreeii 
Scet)oy8. The first class are fully loaved and bursts 
ing : with these I now feed my animals. Thejse 
will be finished by the time that 1 cut off my Swe« 
dish Turnip Greens, as mentioned in Part I. Pa- 
rs^aph 136. Then about mid^December, I shdl 
feed with the second class, the Drum-heads and 
other late Cabbages. Then, those which are net 
used before the hard frost sets in, I shall ptt^wp, to 
be used through the month of January. 

1 76. Ay ! Put them up ; but how ? No scheme 
that industry or necessity ever sought after, or that 
experience eve&su^ested, witli regard |o the pre- 
serving of Cabbages, d\6A l^ave untried last year ; 
and in every scheme but one I found some incon- 
venience. Taking them up and replanting theih 
closely in a sloping manner and covering them with 
straw ; putting them in pks ; hanging them np in « 
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bam ; turning tjiei^ heads downwards and ooTeiing 
them with earth, leaving the root sticking up in the 
air: in short every scheme except one, was at- 
tended with great labour, and some forbade the 
hope, of being able to preserve any considerable 
quantity ^ and this one 'was as follows : I made a 
sort of land with the plough, and made it pretty 
level at top. Upon this land I laid some straw, i 
then took the Cabbages j turned them upside down, 
and placed them (first taking off all decayed leavea) 
about six abreast upon the straw. Then covered 
them not very tliickly, with leaves raked up in the 
woods, flinging now and then a little dirt (boughs 
of any sort would be better) to prevent the leaves 
from being carried off by the wind. So that when 
tlie work was done, the thing was a bed of leaves 
with Cabbage-roots sticking up through it. I only 
put on enough leaves to h%de all the green. If the 
frost came and prevented the taking up of the Cab- 
bages, roots and all, they might be cut off close to 
tfie ground. The root, 1 dare say, is of no use in 
the preservation. In the month of April and May, 
I. took Cabbages of all sorts from this land perfectly 
good and fresh. The quantity, preserved thus was 
small ; it might amount to 200 Cabbages ; but, it 
was quite sufficient for the purpose. Not only did 
the Cabbages keep better in this than in any other 
way, but they were at xiH times ready. The frost 
bad locked up all those which were covered with 
earth, and those which lay with heads upwards and 
their roots in the ground tewe rotting. But, to this 
land^ I ^ould have gone at any time, and have 
brought away, if the quantity had been large, a 
wagon load in ten minutes* If they had been co- 
vered zanih ^now (no matter how deep) by uncover- 
ing twenty feet in length, (a work of little labour) 
half a ton of Cabbs^s woukl have been got at. 
This year, thinking that my Savoys, which are, at 
oace^thebest in qiudity and best to keep, of all win- 
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tcr Cabbages, may be of use to send to New-Yorik, 
I have planted tbem between rows of Broom Corn. 

1% The Broom Corn is in rot»«, eight feet apart. This 

enabled ns to plough deep between the Broom 
Corn, which, though in poor land, has been Very 
fine. The heads are cut bff ; and now the stalks 
remain to be used as follows : I shall make- lands 
up the piece, cutoff the stalks and lay them, first a 
layer longways and then a layer crossways, upon 
the lands. Upon these I shall put my Savoys 
turned upside down-: and, as the ^stalks will be 

. , more than sufficient for this purpose, I shall lay some 

of them over instead of dirt or boughs, as mentioned 
before. Perhaps the leaves of the Broom Corn, 
which are lying about in great quantities, may suf- 
fice for covering. And, thus, all the materials for 
the work are upon the spot. 

176. In quitting this matter, I may observe, that 
( to cover Cabbages thus in gardens as well as fields, 

would, in many cases, be of great use in England, 
and. of still more use in Scotland. Sometimes, a 
quick succession of frost, snow and thaw will com- 
pletely rot every loaved Cabbage even in the South 
of England. Indeed no reliance is placed upon 
Cabbages for use, as cattle food, later than the 
month of December. The bulk is so large that a 
protection by houses of any sort cannot be thought 
of. Besides, the Cabbages, put together in large 
masses would heat ^nd quickly rot. In gentlemen's 
gardens, indeed. Cabbages are put into houses^ 
where they are hung up by the heels^ But, they wi- 
ther in this state, or they soon pw^ri/^ even here. 
By adopting tiie mode of preserving, which I have 
described above, all these inconveniences would be 
avoided. Any quantity might be preserved either 
. in fields or in gardens at. a very trifling expense, 
compared with the balk pf the cro^. 

177. As to the' application of my Savays, an^ 
part of the Druin-heads t^o, indeed, if I find Cabba- 
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ges very dear, at New- York in winter, I shall tend 
them ; if not, there they are for my cattle and pigs. 
The weight of the Savoys will not he less, I should 
thipk, than ten tons. The plants were put out by 
two men in one day ; and I shall think it very haro 
if two men do not put the whole completely up in 
a week. The Savoys are very fine. A little tod 
late planted out ; but still very fine ; and they 
were planted out under a burning sun, and without 
a drop of rain for weeks afterwards. So far front 
taking any particular pains about these Savoys, I 
did not see them planted, and I never saw them for 
more than two months after they were planted. 
Tfce ground for them was prepared thus : the 
ground, in each interval between the Broom Corn, 
had been some little time before, ploughed to the 
rows. This left a deep furrow in the middle of the 
interval. Into this furrow I put the manure. It 
was a mixture of good mould and dung from pig- 
sties. The wagon went up the interval, and the 
manure was drawn out and tumbled into the fur- 
row. Then the plough went twice on each side of 
the furrow, and turned the earth over the manure. 
This made a ridge^ and upon this ridge the plants 
were planted as quickly after the plough as possible. 

178. Now, then, what is the trouble ; what is the 
expense, of all this ? The seed was excellent. I 
do not recollect ever having seen so large a piece 
of the Cabbage kind with so few spurious plants. 
But though good Cabbage seed is of liigh price, I 
should suppose, that the seed did not cost me a 
quarter of a dollar. Suppose however it had cost 
ten quarters of a dollar. What would that have 
been compared to the worth of the crop ? For 
what is the worth of ten tons of green, or moist 
food, in the month of March or April ? 

170. The Swedish Turnip is, indeed, still more 
conveniently preserved, and is a richer food ; but, 
there are some reasons for making part of the 
16 
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year's provision to consist' of Cabbages. As far as a 
thing may depend on chance ^ two chances are bet- 

, ter than one. Id the summer and fall Cabbages get 
ripe, and as I have observed, in Part I. Paragraph 
143, the Ruta Baga (which we will call Swedish 
Turnip for the future) is not so good till it be ripe; 
end it is a great deal better when kept till Febru- 
ary., than when used in December. This matter 
of ripeness is worthy of attention. Let any one 
eat a piece of white cabbage ; and then eat a piece 
of the same sort of cabbage young and green. The 
first he will find sweet, the latter bitter. It is the 
same with Turnips^ and all roots. There jre 
some apples wholly uneatable till kept a while, and 
then delicious. This is the case with the Swedish 
Turnip. Hogs will, indeed, always eat it, young 
or old ; but, it is not nearly so good early as it is 
when kept till February. However, in default of 
other things, I would feed with it even in November. 
180. For these reasons I would have my due 
proportion of Cabbages, and I would always if pos- 
43ible have some green Savoys ; for, it is with Cab- 
bages, too, not only quantity which we ought to 
think of. The Drum-head, and some others, are 
called cattle^cabbage ; and hence in England, there 
IS an idea, that the more delicate kinds of Cabbage 
are not so good for cattle. But, the fact is that 
they are as much better for cattle, than the coarse 
Cabbages are, as they are better for. us. It would 
be strange indeed, that reversing the principle of 
our general conduct we should give Cabbage of the 
best quality to cattle, and keep that of the worst 
quality for ourselves. In London, where taxation 
has kept the streets as clear of bits of meat left on 

^ones as the hogs endeavour to keep the streets of 
New-York, there are people who go about selling 
•* dog^s meat,^^ This consists of boiled garbage. 
But, it is^not pretended, I suppose, that dogs will 
n,9t eat ro$et-beef j nor is it, 1 suppose, intiaginedr^ 
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that they would not prefer the roast-beef if they 
had their choice. Some people pretend, that gar- 
bage and carrion are better for dogs than beef and 
mutton are. That is to say, it is better for us that 
they should live upon things which we ourselves 
loath, than that they should share with us. Self- 
interest is, but too frequently a miserable logician. 
181. However, with regard to cattle, sheep and 
pigs, as we intend to eat them, their claim to our 
kindness is generally more patiently and impartially 
attended to than that of the poor dogs ; though that 
of the latter, founded, as it is, on their sagacity, 
their fidelity, their real utility, as the guardians of 
our folds, our homesteads and our houses, and, as 
the companions, or, rather, the givers, of our 
healthful sports, is ten thousand times more strongs 
than that of animals which live to eat, sleep and 
grow fat. But, to return to the Cabbages, the fact 
16. that all sorts of animals, which will eat them at 
an, lifee the most delicate kinds best ; and, as some 
of these are also the earliest kinds, they ought to be 
cultivated for cattle. Some of the larger kinds 
may be cultivated tao ; but they cannot be got ripe 
till the fall of the year. Nor is the difference in 
the weight of the crop so great as may be imagined. 
On the same land, that will bear a Drum-head of 
twenty pounds, an Early York, or Early Battersea, 
will weigh four pounds ; and these may befifteeti 
inches asunder in the row, while the Drum-head 
requires four feet. Mind, 1 always suppo^ the 
rows to be four feet apart, as stated in the first part 
of this work, and for the reasons there stated. Be- 
sides the advantages of having some Cabbages 
early, the early ones remain so little time upon the 
ground. Transplanted Swedish Turnips or Buck- 
wheat, or late Cabbages, especially Savoys, may al- 
ways follow them the same year upon the same 
land. My early Cabbages, this year, have been 
followed by a second crop of the same, and now 
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^ (mid-Noyeoiber) they are hard and white, and we 

are giying them to the animals. 

182. There is a convenience attending Cabbages, 

/ which attends no other of the cattle plants, namely, 

* ; that of raising the plants with very little trouble, and 

upon a small bit of ground. A Utile bed will give 

plants for an acre or two. The expense of seed^ 

even of the dearest kinds, is a mere tride, not worth^ 

any man's notice. 

• 183. For these reasons I adhere to Cabbages as 

* the companion crop of Swedish Turnips. The 

Mangle Wurzle lies long in the ground. In seasons 

oif great drought it comes up unevenly. The weeds 

get the start <3rit. Its tillage must begin before it 

hardly shows itself. It is of the nature of the Beet, 

and it requires the cares which the Beet requires* 

The same may be said of Carrots and Parsnips. 

j The Cabbage, until it be fit to plant out, occupies 

hardly any ground. One hour's work clears the 
bed of weeds, and there the plants are always 
ready, when the land is made ready. The Mangle 
Wurzle root, if quite ripe, is richer than a white- 
loaved Cabbage : but, it is not more easily pre- 
served, and will not produce a larger crop. Cattle 
will eat the leaves, but bogs will not, when they can 

' ' get the leaves of Cabbages. Nevertheless, some of 

this root maybe cultivated. It will/a^ an ox well ; 
and it will /at sheep well. Hogs will do well on it 
in winter. I would, if I were a settled farmer, 
have some of it, but, it is not a thing upon which I 

^ C would place my dependence, 

I 184. As to the time of sowing Cabbages, the first 

sowing should be in a hot-bed, &o as to have the 

^ plants a month old when the frost leaves the ground, 

; ^^ ^The second sowing should be when the natural 

^ ground has become warm enough to make the weeds 

begin to come up freely. But, seed-beds of Cabba- 

[ ges, and, indeed, of every thing, should be in the 

open air : not under a fence, whatever may be the 
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aspect. The plants ar« sure to he weak, if sowq 
in such situations. They should have the ail* 
coming freely to them in every direction. In a 
hot-hed, the seed should he sown in rows three 
inches^ apart, and the plants might be thinned out to 
one in a quarter of an inch. This would give 
ahout three thousand plants in ^hed ten feet long arid 
Jive wide. They will stand thus to get to a tolera- 
ble size without injuring each other, if the bed be 
well managed as to heat and air. In the open 
ground, where room is plenty, the rows may he 
a foot apart, and the plants two inches apart in the 
rows. This will allow of linings and here the plants 
will grow very finely. Mind, a large Cabbage 
plant, as well as a large Turnip plant, is better than 
a small one. All will grow, if well planted ; hut, 
the large plant will grow best, and will, in the end^ 
be the finest Cabbage. 

186. We have a way in England, of greatly im- 
proving the plants ; but I am almost afraid to men- 
tion it, lest the American reader should be fright- 
ened at the hare thought of the trouble. When the 
plants, in the seed-be^, have got leaves about an 
in^h broad; we take them up and transplant them 
in fresh ground , at about /our inches apart each way. 
Here they get stout and straight ; and, in about 
three weeks' time, we transplant them again into 
the ground where they are to come to perfection. 
This is called pricking out. When the plant is 
removed the second time, it is found to be furnish- 
ed with' new roots, which have shot out of the butts 
of the long tap» or forked, roots, which have shot 
out from the seed. It, therefore, takes again more 
readily to the ground, and has some earth adhere 
to it in its passage. One hundred of pricked-out 
plants are always looked upon as worth three hun- 
dred from the seed-bed. In short, no man, in 
England, unless he be extremely negligent, eve^ 
plants out from the seed-bed. Let any farmer try 
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this method with only a score of plants. He may 
do it with three minutes^ labour. Surely he may 
spare ihree minutes, and 1 will engage, that, if he 
treat these plants aflerwards as he does the rest, 
and, if all be treated well, and the crop a/atV one, 
the three minutes will give him fifty pounds weight 
of any of the larger sorts of cabbages. Plants arie 
tiius raised, then taken up and tied neatly in bun- 
dles, and then brought oiit of Dorsetshire and 
Wiltshire, and sold in Hampshire for three pence 
(about six cents) a hundred. So that it cannot re- 
quire the heart of a lion to encounter the labour 
attending the raising of a few thousands of plants. 

186. However, my plants, this year have all 
gone into the field from the seed-bed ; and, in so 
fine a climate, it may do very well ; only, great 
care is necessary to be taken to see that they be not 
loo ^^tc^ in the seed-bed. 

187. As to th^ preparation of the land, as to th^ 
manuring, as to manure, as to distance of the rows 
from each other, as to the act of planting, and as 
to the afler culture, all are the same as in the case 
of transplanted Swedish Turnips ; and, therefore, 
as to these natters, the reader has seen enough in 
Part I. There is one observation to make, as to 
the depth to which the plant should be put into the 
ground. It should be placed so deep, that the 
stems of the outside leaves be just clear of the 
ground : for if you put the plant deeper, the rain 
will wash the loose earth in amongst the stems of 
the leaves, which will make an open poor cabbage ; 
an^, if the plant be placed so low as fo*r the^ear^ 
to be covered with dirt, the plant, though it will tivi, 
^ill come to nothing. Great care must, therefore, 
be taken as to this matter. If the stems of the 
plant be long^ roots will burst out nearly all the way 
up to ihe surfece of the earth. 

188. The. distances, at which Cabbages ought to 
stand in the rows must depend on the sorts. The 
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following is nearly about the mark. Esirly Salisbary 
afoot ; Early York fifteen inches ; Early Battersea 
twenty inches ; Sugarloaf iv^o feet ; Savoys two feet 
and a half ; and the Drum-head, Thousand-headed, 
Large-hollow, Ox-Cabbage, all four feet. 

189. With regard to the time of sowing some- 
thing more ought to be said ; for, we are not here, 
as in England, colifined within four or five degrees 
of latitude. Here some of us are living in fine, 
warm weather, while others of us are living 
amidst snows. It will be better, therefore, in giv- 
ing opinions about times to speak of seasonSf and not 
of months and days. The country people in 
England go, to this day, many of tbem at leaJst, by 
the UdeSf and, what is supremely ridiculous, they 
go, in some cases, by the moveable tides. My gar- 
dener, at Botley, very reluctantly obeyed niie, one 
year, in sowing green kale when I ordered him to 
do it, because Whitstintide was not come, and that, 
he said, was the proper season, " But," said I, 
" Robinson, Whitsuntide comes later this year 
♦* than it did last year." " Later Sir," said he, ** how 
♦* can that be ?" •* Because," said I, '< it depends 
•* upon the moon when Whitsuntide shall come.^' 
'< The moon I" said he, " what sense can there be 
•* in that ?" " Nay," said I, «< I am sure I cannot tell. 
*' That is a matter far beyond my learning. Go and 
'*.ask Mr. Baker, the Parson. He ought to be able 
" to tell us : for he has a tenth part of our garden 
"stuff and fruit." The Quakers have cast all this 
rubbish away ; and one could wonder how it can 
possibly be still cherished by any portion of an en- 
lightened people. But, the truth is, that men do 
not think for themselves about these matters. Each 
succeeding generation tread in the steps of their 
fathers, whom they loved, honoured and obeyed. 
They take all upon trust. Gladly save themselves 
thetrouble of thinking about things of not immedi- 
ate interest. A desire to avoid the reproach of bie- 
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log irreligious induces them to practise an outward 
conformity. And thus h^ priest-crafl, with all its 
frauds, extortions and immoralities, lived and flott-' 
nsbed in defiance of reason and nature. 

190. However, as there are no farmers in 
America quite foolish enough to be ruled by the 
tides in sowing and reaping, I hurry |)ack from this 
digression to say, that I cannot be expected ^a speak 
ofprectH times for doing any work, exqept as far as 
relates to the latitude in which I live, and in igrhich 
my experiments have been made. I have cultivated 
a garden at Frederickton in the Province of JSTewr 
Erunswick, which is in latitude about forty-eight ; 
and at Wilniing^on in Delaware ^tate, which is in 
latitude about thirty-nine. In both these places I had 
as fine Cabbages, Turnips, and garden things of all 
the hardy sorts, as any man need wish to see. In- 
dian Com grew and ripened well in fields at Fre* 
dei^ickton. And, of course, the summer wa» suffi- 
cient for the perfecting of all plants for cattle food. 
And, how necessary is this food in Northern climates I 
More to the southward than Delaware state I have 
not been ; but, in those countries the farmers have 
pick and choose; They have two Long-Island 
summers and falls, and three English, in every year, 

191. According to these various circumstances 
men must form their judgment ; but, it may be of 
some use to state the length of time, which is re- 
quired to bring each sort of Cabbage to perfection. 
The following sorts are, it appears to me, all that 
can be necessary. I have put against each nearly 
the time, that it will require to bring it to perfection 
from the time of planting out in the places where 
the plants are to stand to come to perfection. The 
plants are supposed to be of a good size when put 
out, to have stood sufficiently thin in the seed-bed ; 
and, to have been kept clean from weeds in that 
bed. They are also supposed to go into ground 
well prepared. 
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Early Salisbury-- 

Early York 

Early Battersea- 

Sugar-Loaf ^ 

Late Battersea — 
Red Kentish 



—Six weeks. 
—Eight weeks. 
—Ten weeks. 
—Eleven weeks. 
—Sixteen weeks. 
—Sixteen weeks. 



Drum-head 

Thousand headed- 

Large-hoUow 

Ox-Cabbage 

Savoy ' ' » — 



Five months. 



192. It should be observeS, that Savoys, which 
are so very rich in winter, are not so good, till 
they have been pinched by frost. I have put red 
Cabbage doVrn as a sort to be cultivated, because 
they are as good as the white of the same size, 
and because it may be convenient, in the farmer's 
family, to have some of them. The Thousand- 
headed is of prodigious prc^duce.. You pull off the 
heads, of which it bears agreatnumb(^ at first, and 
others come ; and so on far months, if the weather 
permit ; so that this sort does not take five months 
to bring its Jirst heads to perfection. When I say 
perfection^ I mean quite hard; quite ripe. How- 
ever, this is a coarse Cabbage, and requires great 
room. The Ox-Cabbage is coarser than the Drum.' 
head. The Large-hollow is^avery fine Cabbage, 
but it requires very good land. Some of all sorts 
would be best ; ,but, I hope, I have now given in- 
formation enough to enable any one to form a judg- 
ment correct enough to begin with. Experience 
will be the best guide for the future. An ounce of 
each sort of seed would, perhaps, be enough : and 
the Cost is, when compared with the object, too 
trifling to be thought of. 

193. Notwithstanding all that I have said, or can 
say, upon the subject of Cabbages, lam very well 
aware, tlftit the extension of the cultivation of them» 
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in America, will be a work of time, A proposition 
to do any tfaii^ new, in so common a calling as agri<- 
culture, is looked at with suspicion : and, oy some 
with feelings not of the kindest description ; be- 
cause it seems to imply an inaputation of ignorance 
in those to whom the proposition is madel A little 
reflection will, however, suppress this feeling in 
men of sense ; and,< those who still entertain it may 
console themselves with the assurance, that no one 
will desire to compel them to have stores of green, 
or moist, c?iltle-food in winter. To be ashamed to 
be taught is one of the greatest of human follies ; 
b«t, I must say, that it is a folly less prevalent in 
America than in any other country with which I am 
acquainted. 

1 94. Besides the disposition to reject novelties, 
this proposition of mine has books to contend 
against. I read, last fall, in an American Edition 
of the Encjxlopaedia Britannica, " greatly enlarged 
and improved,^^ some observations on the culture of 
Cabbages as cattle-food, which were well calcula- 
ted to deter a reader of that book from attempting 
the culture^ I do not recollect the words; but the 
substance was, that this plant could ndt be cultiva^ 
ted to any advantage by the farmers in AMERICA. 
This was the more provoking to me, as I had, at 
that moment, so fine a piece^of Cabbages in Long- 
Island. If the American Editor of this work had 
given his readers the bare, unimproved Scotch Edi- 
tion, the reader would have there seen, that in 
England and Scotland they raise sixty-eight tons of 
Cabbages (tons mind) upon an acre ; and that the 
whole expense of an acre, exclusive of rent, is one 
pound, fourteen shillings and a penny ; or seven dol- 
lars and seventy-Jive cents ! Say that the expense in 
America is double , and the crop one half, or one 
fourth y if you like. Where are seventeen tons of 
green food in 'winter, or even in summer, t© be got 
for sixteen dollars f Nay, where is that quantity, oc 
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sucji a quantity, to be got for fifty dollars ? The 
Scotch Edition gives an account oi fifty-four tons 
raised on an acre, on a piece of twelve acres. 16 
fairness^ then, the American Editor should have 
given to his agricultural readers what the Scotch- 
man had said upon the subject. And, if he still 
thought it right to advise the American farmers not 
to think of Cabbages, he should, 1 think, have of- 
fered thetn some, at least, of the reasons for his 
believing that that which was obtained in such 
abundance in England and Scotland, was not to be 
obtained to any profit at all here. What ! will not 
this immense region furnish a climate, for this pur- 
pose, equal even to Scotland, where an oat will 
hardly ripen ; and where the crop of that misera- 
1»le grain is sometimes harvested amidst ice and 
snow ! The proposition is, upon the face of it, an 
.absurdity ; and my experience proves it to-be false* 
196. This book says, if I recollect rightly, that 
Ihe culture has been tried^ and has failed. Tried ! 
How tried ? That Cabbages,' and most beautiful 
, Cabbages will grow, in all parts of America, every 
farmer knows ; for he ^as them in his garden, or 
sees them every year, in the gardens of others. 
And, if they will grow in gardens, why not in 
fields? Is there comtnon sense in supposing, that 
they^will. not grow in a piece of land, because it is 
not called a garden? The Encyclopaedia Britannica 
gives an account of twelve acres of Cabbages, which 
would keep ^* forty five oxen and sixty sheep for 
" three months, improving them as much as the grass 
-** in the best montl^s in the year, (in England) Mciy, 
^* June, and July.'* Qf these large Cabbages, being 
at four feet apart in t,he rows, one man will easily 
plant out an acre in a. day. As to the seed-bed, the 
labour of that is nothing, as we have seen. Why, 
then, are men frightened at the labour ? All but 
the mere act of planting is performed by oxen or 
Horses ; ajad they never com|>lain of " the labour.'*. 
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- ' The labour of as acre of Cabbages is not half so 

I ^ 'muck as that of an acre of Indian Com, The bring- 

ing in of the crop and applying it are not more ex- 
* ; ' pensive than those of the Corn. And will any man 

( pretend, that an acre of good Cabbages is not worth 

three times as much as a erop of good Corn ? Be- 
sides, if early Cabbages, they are off, and leave the 
land for transplanted Swedish Turnips, for late 
#^ Cabbages, or for Buckwheat; and, if /a^c Cabba- 

• ges, they come after early ones, after wheat, rye, 

oats, or bariey. This is what takes place even in 
England, where the fall is so much shorter, as to 
growing weather, than it is in Long-Island, and of 
course, all the way to Georgia. More to the north, 
in the latitude of Boston, for instance, two crops of 
early Cabbages will come upon the same ground ; 
I* or a crop of early Cabbages will follow any sort of 

grain, except Buckwheat. 

196. In concluding this chapter I cannot help 
strongly recommending farmers who may be dis- 
posed to try this culture, to try it fadrly ; that is 

^ to say, to employ true seed, good land, and due care ; 

^ for as " men do not gather grapes from thorns, nor 

figs from thistles," so they do no* harvest Cabbages 
from stems of rape. Then as to the land ; it must 
be made good and rich, if it be not in that state al- 
ready : for a Cabbage- will not be fine where a 
, white Turnip will j but, as the quantity of land 

J wanted for this purpose is comparatively very small, 

f the land may easily be made rich. The after cul- 

ture of Cabbages is trifling No weeds to plague us 
with hand-work. Two good ploughings, at most, 
will suffice. But ploughing after planting out is 
necessary ; and, besides, it leaves the ground in so 
.fine a state. The trial may be on a small scale, if 
^ the farmer please. Perhaps, it were besfe^ to be 

such. But, on whatever scale, let the trial be a 
fair trial. 

197. I shall speak again of the use of Cabbages, 
. when I come to speak of Hogs and Cows, \ 
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• . Earth-burning, 1818» 

198.'In paragrapliB 99^ 100, and 101, I spoke 
t)f a mode of procuriog manure by the burning of 
earth, and I proposed to try it this preslsnt year. 
This I have now done, and I proceed to give an 
accoimt of the result; 

1 99. I have tilled the efficacy of this manure on 
Cabbages, Swedislf Turnips, Indian Corn, and 
Buckwheat. In the three former c^es the ashes 
were put into the furrow and the elHi was turned 
over them, in the same way that I have described^ 
in paragraph 177, with regard to the manure for 
Savoys. I put at the rate of about twenty torn 
weight to an acre. In the case of the Buckwheat, 
the ashes were spread out of the Wf^on upon a lit- 
tle strip of land on the outside of the piece. They 
were thickly spread : and it might be, that the pro- 
portion exceeded even thirty tons to the acre. But, 
upon the part where the ashes were spread the 
Buckwheat was three or four times as good as upon 
the land adjoining. The Und was vtry poor. U 
bore Bpckwheat last year, without any manure. 
It had two good plougfaings then, and it had two 
good pleughings again this year, but had no manure, , 
except the part above mentioned and one other 
part at a great distance from it. So that the U'ial 
was very fair indeed. 

200. In every instance the ashes produced freot 
effect ; ai^d I am now quite certain, that any crop 
may be raised with the help of this manure ; that 
is to say, any sort of crop ; for, of dung, wood-ash- 
es, ^md earth-a&faes, wben all are ready upon the 

IB 
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spot, without purchase or carting from a Xstanet, 
the two former are certainly to be employed in 
preference to the latter, because a smaller quantity 
of them will produce the same effect, and, of course, 
the application of them is less expensive. But, in 
taking to a farm unprovided \?ith the two former ; or 
under circumstances which make it profitable to add 
to the land under cultivation, what can be so conve- 
nient, what 80 cheap, as ash^s procured in this way ? 

201. A near neighbour of mine, Mr. Dayrea, 
sowed a piece of Swedish Turnips, broad-cast, in 
June, this year. The pieoe was near a wood, and 
there was a great quantity of chds of a grassy de* 
scription. These he burnt into athesy which ashes 
he spread over one half of the piece, while he put 
Seaper^s Ashe^rer the other part of the piece. I 
saw the TurJ^ps in October ; and there wa« nO 
visiWe diffBrenc€-in the two parts, whether as to the 
vigorousness of- the plantror the bulk of the Tur- 
nips. They were sown broad-cast and stood un- 
evenly upon the ground. They were harvestedf a 
month ago, (itis now 26th November,) which was a 
month too early. They would have been a third, at 
least, nK)re in bulk, and much better in quality, if 
they hrtd remained in the ground until now. The 
piece was seventy paces long and seven paces wide ; 
and, the reader will find, that, as the piece produ- 
ced ^Wj^.^*«^^», this Was at the rate of four hun- 
dred bushel$io the acre, 

202. .What qijiantity of earth^askes were spread 
on this piece it is impossible to ascertain with pre- 
cision ; but, I shall suppose the quantity to have 
been very large indeed in proportion to the surface 
of: the land. Let it be four times the quantity of 
the Soaper's Ashes. Still, the one was made qpon 
the spot, at, perhaps, a tenth part of the cost of the 
other ; and, as such ashes can be made upon ^ny 
farm, there can be no reason for not trying the 
things at any Tate, ^nd which trying may be effe.et^ 
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ed upoft so small a scale as not to exceed in ex^ 
pense a half of a dollar. I presume, that many 
laFmers will try this method of obtaining manure ; 
and, therefore, I will describe how the burning is 
eiOfected. 

203. There are two ways of producing ashes 
from earth : the one in heaps upon the ground, and 
the other within w^Ha of turf, or earth. The first, 
inde^, is the usual way of burning of turf, orgeat. 
But Jet us see how it is done. 

2m. The surface of the land is tidien off to a 
depth of two or three inches, and turned the earth 
side uppermost to dry. The land, of course, ift 
coTered with grass, or heath, or something the rootb 
of which hold it together, and which makes ^t 
part taken off tak6 ^ name of ^rf. In £h)glatid» 
this operation is performed with a iurf-cutter, and 
by hand. The turfs are then taken, or a part of 
them, at least, and placed on their edg€9, leaning 
against each other, hke the two sides of a roof of m 
house. In this state they remain till they are dry 
enough to burn. Then the burning is begun in thn 
way. A httle straw and some dry sticks : or any 
thing that will make a trifling fire, is lighted. Some 
littte ilts of the turf is put to this. When the turf 
is on fire, more bits are carefully put round against 
the openings whence the smoke issues. In the 
course of a day or two the heap grows large. Tbfe 
burning keeps working on the inside, though there 
never appears any blaze. Thus the field is studded 
^ith heaps. After the first fire is got to be of con- 
siderable bulk, no straw is wVhit^ for other heap«j, 
because a good shoyel full of fire can be carried to 
light other heaps ; and so on, until all the hedps arte 
lighted. Then the Workman goes from hei^ to 
heap, and carries the turf to all, by degrees, put- 
ting some on each heap every day or two, until all 
the field be burned. He takes care to keep in the 
smoke as much as possible. Whenall the turf is put 
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on, the field is left ; and, in a week #r two, 
whether it rain or not, the heaps are ashes instead 
of earth. The ashes are afterwards spread upon 
the ground ; the ground is ploughed and sowed { 
and this is regarded as the very best preparation 
for a crop of Turnips. 

206. This is called *' paring and hurningJ*^ H 
was introduced into England by the /Jomans, and it 
is strongly recommended in the First Georac of 
Vii^l, in, as Mr. Tuul shows, very fine pWetry, 
very bad philosophy, and still worse logid#^ It 
gives three or four crops even upon poor land ; 
but it rw-m the land for an age. Hence it is, that 
tenants in England are, in many case», restrained 
from paring and burning, especially towards the 
close of their leases. It is the Roman husbandry^ 
which has always been followed, until within a cen- 
tury, by the French and English. It is implicitly 
followed in France to this day ; as it is by the great 
mass of conmion farmers in England. All the fool- 
ish country sayings about Friday being an unlucky 
day to begin anything fresh upon ; about the noise 
of geese , foreboding bad weather ; about the signi 
of the stars; about the influence of the moon on 
animals : these, and scores of others, equ(|^y ri- 
diculous and equally injurious to true phtlost)phy 
and religion, came from the Ronaans, and are in- 
culcated in those books, which pedants call " clas* 
sicaly^ and which are taught to " young ^e»//ewct»'*^ 
at the universities and academies. Hence, too, the 
foolish notions of sailors about Friday, which no- 
tions very often retai^the operations of commerce. 
I have known mstny a farmer^ when his whe^t was 
dead ripe, pat off the beginning of harvest froia 
Thursday to Saturday^ in order to avoid Friday, 
The stars save hundreds ^f thousands of lambs and 
pigs from sexual degradation at so early an age ds 
the operation would^therwise' be performed upon 
them. These heathen notions still prevail even in 
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Ametica, as far as relates ip this matter. A ii(^^ 
boar of mine in Long- Island, who was to operate oa 
some pigs and iambs for me, begged me to pnt thcf 
thing off for a while, for that the Almanac toH hitw} 
tkat the si^n^ were, just then, os mfavourable ai 
possible. I be^ed him to proceed, for that 1 set 
^all stars^ at defiance. He very kindly complied, and 
had the pleasure to see, that every pig and Itoh 
did well. He was surprised when I told him that 
this mysterious matter was not only a bit of priest^ 
crafty but of heathen priestcraft, cherished l^ 
priests of a more modern date, because it tended 
to bewilder the senses, and to keep the human mind 
in subjection. ** What a thing it is," said I, ** that 
" a cheat practised upon the pagans of Italy, two or 
•' three thousand years^ago,shbuld, by Almanac-Ma^ 
^' kers, be practised upon a sensible farmer in Ame* 
. " rica !" If priests, instead of preaching so much 
about mysteries, were to explain to their hearer$ 
the origin of cheats like this, one might be ready 
to allow that the wages paid to them were not whoU 
ly throwfir away. 

206. 1 make no apology for this digression ; for, 
if it have a tendency to set the minds of only a feW - 
persons on the track of detecting the cheatery of 
priests, the roojn which it occupies will have beeil 
well bestowed. . 

207. Tt) return to. paring and burning'; th^ 
reader will see with what ease it might be done in . 
Americg» where the suni would do more than half 
the work. Besides the paring nought be done w'ith 
the plough, A sharp shear, going shallow, would 
do the thing perfectly well. Cutting across would 
make the land into ttirfs. 

208. So much for paring, and burning. But, 
what I recommend is, not to burn tbe l^nd which is 
Jo be ^ulttyated, but ^ther earth, for the purpose of 
getting ashes to be brought on the land. And thia 
opers^n, I tkos perform. I miake arcirde, ot oH^ 

16* ... 
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oblong square. I cut $ods and build a waU all rouad 
three feet thick, and four feet high. 1 then light a 
fire in the middle with straw, dry sticks, boughs, or 
such likie matter. I go on making this fire laxg^ 
and larger, till it extend over the whole bottom of 
the pit, or kiln. I put on roots of trees, or any. 
rubbish wood, tiU there be a good thickness of 
strong coals. I then put on the driest of the clods 
that I have ploughed up round about, so^ as to 
cover all the fire over. The earth thus put ia 
will bum. You will see the smoke coming ouC at 
little places here and there* Put more clods 
wherever the smoke appears. Keep on thus for a 
day or two. By this time a great mass of fire will 
be in the inside. And now you may dig out the 
clay, or earth, any where round the? kiln, and fling 
it on without ceremony, always taking care to keef- 
in the smoke; for, if you suffer that to continue 
cooung out at any one place, a hole will soon be ' 
i^de ; the main force of the fire will draw to that 
hole ; a blaze, like that of a volcano, will come 
«nit, and the' fire will be extinguished. 

209. A very good way, is to put your finger into 
the tbp of the heap here and there ; and if you fin4 
the fire very near^ throw on more earth. Not too 
much at a time, for' that weighs too heavily on the 
fire, and keeps it back ; and, at^rsf will put it par- 
tially out. You keep on thus augmenting the kiln t, 
till you get to^ the top of the w5ls, and then yo9 
may, if you like, raise t|ie walls, and, still go on. 
No rain will a£f(Bct the fire, when once it is become 
strong. 

210. The principle is to keep out air, whether at 
the top or the sides, and this you are sure to do, if 
you keep in the smoke. I burnt, this last summer^ 
aboi^ thirty wagon loads in one round kiln, and' 
tiever saw the smoke at all after the first. four days.. 
I put in my finger to try whether the fire was near 
the to|^ and vrhen I found it approaching, 1 put on 
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more eaorth; Never was a kilo more completely 
burnt. ' 

211. Now, this may be done on the skirt of atiy 
wood, where the matters are all at hand. This 
mode is far preferable to the cibdve ground burning 
in heaps. Because, in the next place, the srru^e es- 
capes there^ which is the finest part of the burnt 
matter. Soot, we know welUis more powerful than 
ashes, and, soot is composted of the grossest parts of 
the smoke. That which flies o^it of the chimney ii 
the be^ part of all. 

.^12. In case of a want of rmod wherewith to 
begin thie fire, the fire may be lighted precisely as 
in the case of paring and burning. If the kiln be. 
large, the oblong s()uare is the best figure. Ahout 
ten feet wide, because thea a man can fling the earth 
easily over, every part. The mode they pursue in 
Engknd, when there is no wood, is to make a s^ 
of building in the kiln with turfs, and leave air holoa 
at the corners of the walls ,^ till the fire be well be- 
gun. But this is tedious work ; and is in this 
country wholly unnecessary. Care must, however, 
be taken, that the fire be well lighted. The master 
put in at first should be such as is of the lightest 
description ; so that a body of earth on fire may 
be obtained, before it be too heavily loaded. 

213. The burning being completed^ having got 
tbe quantity you want, let the kiln remain. The 
fire will continue to work, tilil all is asRes^ If you 
mmt to use the ashes sooner, open the kiln. ' They 
^ill be cold enough to remove in a week. 

214. Some persons have j^ea^, or bog earth. 
This may be burnt like common earth, in kilns, or 
c?ry, es in the paring and burning method. Only^ 
the peat should be cut out in the ^ape of bricks, or, ^ 
as much longer and bigger as you find convenient^ ^ 
and set up to dry in the same way that bricks are 
set to dry previous to the burning. This is the onr 
hf fuel for houses in some parts of England. I my* 
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self was nursed and brought up witbout eref seetnf 
any other sort of fire. The ashes used, in those 
times, to be sold for /our penct sterling a bushely dnd 
were frequently carried, after the purchase, to n 
distance of ten miles, or more. At thi» time, ul 
my own neighbonrhood,^ in Hampshire, x^eat is 
burnt in large quantities for the ashes, which are 
sold, I believe as high as six pence sterling a bush« 
el, and carried to a distance of even twenty milei 
insoroe cases. 

215. Nevertheless it is certain, that these ashes 
are not equally potent upon ^very sort of soiL 
We do not use them much at Botley, though upoil 
the spot. They are carried away to the highef 
and poorer lands, where they are sown by hand upon 
clover and sain foin. An excellent farmer, in thil 
Island, assures me that he has tried them in vari* 
ous ways, and never found them to have any effect 
So say the farmers near iBotley. But, there is no 
barm in making a trial. It is done with a mere 
nothing of expense. A yard square in a garden it 
quite sufficient for the experiment. 

216. With respect to earth-ashes, burnt in kil^i^ 
keeping in the smoke ^ I have proved their great 
good efibct ; but, still, I would recommend trying 
them upon a small scale. However, let it be borne 
in n^d, that the proportion to the acre ought to he 
large. Thirty good tons to an acre ; and why may 
it not beisu^^ seeing that the expense iiSso trifling f 
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CHAPxV. 

TuANSFLANrriNG INDIAN CoRN. 

217. I was almiya of opiDion, that this would he 
the best mode, undet certain circumstances, of 
dealing with this crop. The spring *m this part of 
America, and farther to the north, is but short. It 
is nearly winter till it is summer. The labours of 
the year are, at this reason, very much crowded. 
To plant the grains of Indian Corn over a whole 
field requires previous ploughing, harrowing, mark- 
ing, and manuring. The consequence is, that, as m^ 
there are so many other things to do, something is 
but too often badly done. 

21ftj Now, if this work of Corn planting could be 
pfostponed to the 25th of June, (for this Island,) in- 
stead of being performed on, or about the 16th of 
May, how well the ground might be prepared by 
the 26th of June ! This can be done only by trans- 
planting the plants of the Com. I 5vas resolved to 
Uj this ; and so confident was 1* thpt it would suc- 
ceed^ that 1 had made some part oJ my prepara- 
tions for six acres. 

,219. I sowed the seed at about three inches apart, 
in beds, on the 20th of May. The plants stood in the 
beds (about five perches of ground) till the Jlrsi of 
Jijy. They were now two feet and a half high ; 
and I was ready to begin planting out. The wea- 
ther had been dry in the extreme. Not a drop of 
rain for nearly a mon^A. My land was poor, but 
clean ; and I ought to have proceeded to do the 
job' at once. My man had heard so much in ridi- 
cule of the project, that he was cottstantly begging 
and praying me not to persevere. *' Every body 
*' said it was impossible for the Corn to Krc,'* How- 
aver* I began. I ploughed a part of the field intio 
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^finlr-feet ridges, and, one erening, set on, thns : I 
put a good quantity of Earth-ashes in the deep fur- 
row, then turned back the earth over them, and 
then planted the Corn on the ridge, at a foot apart. 
We piUled up the plants without cereftiony , cut off 
their roots to half an inch long, cut off their leaves 
about eight inches down from their points, and, 
with a long setting stick, stuck them about seven 
inches into tRe ground, down amongst the fresti 
mould and ashes. 

220. This was on the first of July in the evening ;. 
and, not willing to be laughed ai too much, I thou^^ 
I would pause two or three days ; for, really, the 
sun seemed as if it would bum up the very earth. 
At the close of the' second day, news was brought 
me, that the C^rn was all dead. I went out and 
looked at it ; and though- 1 saw that it was not dea^^ 
I suffered the everlasting gloomy peal that m^ peo- 
ple rang in my ears to extort from me my consent 
to thepullingupof the rest of the plants and throwing 
them away; co^isent which was a<^ed upon wtta 
such joy, alacrity and zeal, that the whole lot werti 
lying under the ^rden fence in a few minutes. 
My man intended to give them to the oxen, from 
the charitable desire, I suppose, of annihilating thtd 
proof of his master's folly. He would have puHed 
up the rows which we had transplanted ; but, I 
would hot consent to that ; for I was resolved, thkt 
they should* hate a 'week^s trial. At the end of the 
week I went oiit and looked at them. I slipped o\xi 
at a time when no one was likely to see me ! At a 
hundred yards distance the plants looked like so 
many little Corn-^stalks in November : but, at twenty 
yards, I saw that all was right; and I began tb re- 
proach myself for having suffered my mind to be 
thwarted in its purpose by opinions opposed to prin- 
ciples. I saw, that the plants were all alive, and 
had begun to $hoot in the hearty I did not stop a 
minute. I hastened bacjL to the garden to see 
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whether any of the plants, whiich lay m heap^, • 
were yet alive. 

221. Now, mind /the plants were pat out on the 
first <f July; the fifteen socceeding days were not 
only dry^ hut the very hottest of this gloriously hot 
•lunmer. The plants, that had heen flvng away^ 
were, indeed, nearly all dead : hut, some, which lay 
at the hottoms of the heaps, were not only alive ^ hut 
had shot their roots into the ground, I resolved to 
plant out two rows of these, even these ! While I 
Was at it, Mr. Judge Mitchill called upon me. 
He latighed at us very heartily. This was on the 
eighth of July, I challenged him to take him three 
to one my two rows against any two rows of hit 
Corn of equal length ; and he is an excellent far- 
mer on exc^lent land. *' Then," said I, " if you 
are afraid to back your opinion, I do not mind your 
kugh,'' 

222. On the 27th of August Mr. Judge Mitchill 
and his brother, the justly celebrated Doctor Mit-» 
cHtLL, did me the honour to call here. 1 was gone 
to the mill ; but they saw the Corn, The next day I 
had the pleasure to meet Doctor Mitchill, for the 
first time, at his brother's, and a very great plea- 
sure it was ; for a man more full of knowledge and 
apparently less conscious of it, I never saw in my 
life. But, the Com : '* What do you think of my 
"Corn now/*" I asked Mr. Mitchill whether he 
did not think 1 should have won the wager. '* Why, 
*'l do not know, indeed," said he, '* as to the two 
*' first-planted rows." 

223. On the tenth of September^ Mr. Judge Law- 
I KckcE, in coa>pany with a young gentleman, saw 

the Corn. He examined the ears. Said that they 
were well filled and the grains large. He made 
some calculations as to the amount of the crop. I 
tlitnk he screed with me, that it would be at the 
rate of^bout/oHy bushels to the acre, Alltha^ 
DOW remained was to harvest the Corn in a few 
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weeks' time, to shell, to weigh it ; to obtaio a coa- 
pie of rowa of equal length of every neighbour sur- 
rounding me ; and then make a comparison ; the 
triumphant result of which I anticipated with so 
much certainty, that my impatience for the harrest 
exceeded in degree the heat of the weather, though 
that continued broiling hot. That very night / The 
night following the day when Mr. J^dge LAWREticE 
saw the Corn, eight or nine steers and heifen 
leaped, or broke, into my pasture from the road, 
kindly poked down the fence of the field to take 
with them four oxen of my own which had their 
heads tied down, and in they all went just upon the 
transplanted Com, of which they left neither ear 
nor stem, except about two bushels of «ars whioh 
they had, in their haste, trampled under foot! 
What a mortification ! Half an acre of fine Cabba- 
ges nearly destroyed by the biting a hole in the 
hearts of a great part of them ; Turnips torn up and 
trampled about ; a scene of destruction and waste, 
which, at another time, would have made me stamp 
and rave (if not swear) like a mad-man, seemed 
now nothing at all. Tne Corn was such a blow, 
that nothing else was felt. I was, too, both hand- 
tied and tongue-tied. 1 had nothing to wreak my 
vengeance on. In the case of the Boroughmon- 
gers I can repay blow with bloiy, atid, as they have 
already felt, with interest and compound interest. 
But,' there was, in this deplorable case, no human 
being that I could blame ; and, as to the depreda- 
tors themselves, though, in this instance, their 
conduct did *seem worthy of another being whom 
priests have chosen to furnish with horns as w«il 
as tail,Vhat was I to do against them ? In short, I 
had, for once in my life, to ^ubmit4)eaceab1y and 
4|uietly, and to content myself with a firm resolu- 
tion never to plant, or sow, agaip without the pro- 
tecti6n of a fence^ which an ox cannot get over, ^nd 
which a pig cannot get under. ^ 
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224.^ T^is Corn had every disadvantage to coo* 
tend with i poor land ; no manure but earth-ashes 
burnt out of that same land ; planted in dry earth ; 
planted in dry and hot weather ; no rain to enter 
two inches^ until the 8th of At^ust, nine and thirty 
days after the transplanting; and yet, every plant 
had one good perfect ^ear^ and besides, a small ear to 
eaeh plant; and some of the plants had three ears^ 
two perfect and one imperfect. Even the two last- 
planted rott>s^ though they were not so good, were 
not bad. My opinion is, that their produce would 
have been at the rate of twenty-five bushels to the 
acre ; and this is not a bad crop of Corn. 

225. For my part, if 1 shjould cultivate Coi*n 
igain, I shall transplant what I ^ow. I know, that 
the labour will be lessy and I believe, that the crop 
will be far greater. No dropping the seed ; no 
hand-hoeing; no patching after the cut-worm, or 
brown^rub ; no suckers ; no grass and jveeds ; no 
stifling ; every plant has its proper space ; all is 
clean : and one good deep ploughing, or two at 
most, leaves the ground as clean as a garden ; that 
is to say, as a garden ought to be. The sowipg of 
the seeds in beds is one day's work (for ten acres) 
^r one man. Hoeing the youpg plants another day. 
Transplanting /o«r dollars an acre to the very out- 
ride. '* But where are the hands to come ifom to 
♦' do the transplanting?" One woukil^think) that, 
to bear this question so often repeated, the people 
in America were like the Rhodian Militia, describ- 
ed in the beautiful poem of Dryden, " mouths with" 
out hands J*^ Far, however, is this from being the 
case ;- or else, whe^e would the hands come from 
to do the marking ; the dropping and comring of 
the Com ; the hand-hoeing of it, sometimes twice ; 
the patching after the grubs ; the suckering when 
that work is done, as it always ought to be ? Put 
the plague and expenses of all these operations to- 
getlier, and you will, I believe, find them to' exceed 
1-7 
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foar, or ereo fix, dollars an acre, if they be ^l wtU 
done, and the Corn kept perfectly dean. 

S26. The transplanting often acres of Cem can- 
not be done all in oim day by two or three men ; 
nor is it at dft necessary that it should. It may be 
done witiim the space of twelve or fourteen dsys* 
Little boys and girls, very sm^U, will carry the 
plants, and if the £axmer yviW but iry^ he will istick 
in an acre a day himself; fi>r, observe ,^ nothipg is 
«o easily done. There is no fear of death. The 
plants, in soft ground, might almost be poked down 
like so many sticks. I did not try it ; but, I^ra 
pretty sure, that the rooU might be cut all off close, 
so that the stump were left entire. For, mind, a^ 
fihre^ of a stout thing, never grows again after re^ 
nwvai. New ones must come, and out of new roptt 
too, or the plant, whether Com or tree, will die. 
When some people jdant trees, they are so careful not 
to cut off the little hadry fibres; for these, they think, 
will catch hold <^ the ground imthediately. If, when 
they have planted in the fall, they were to open the 
ground in June the next year, w^at would be their 
surprise to find all the hairy fibres in a mouldy state, 
and tiie new small roots shot out of the big roots of 
the tree ; and no new fibres at all yet : for these 
' oome out of the new small roots ! It is the «ame 
with every sort of plant, except of a very small size 
and very quickly moved from earth to earth. 

227. If any one choose to try this method of cul- 
tivating Corn, let him bear in mind, that the plants 
ought to be strong, and nearly two feet high. The 
leaves should be shortened by all means ; for, they 
, must perish at the tops before the new flow of the 
sap can reach them. I have heard people say, that 
they have tri^d transplanting Corn very often, but 
^ have never found it to answer. But hom have they 
tried it ? Why, when the grub has destroyed a hill, 
they have taken from other hills the super£j>undant 
plants and filled up the vacancy. In the first place. 
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they have done this when the plants were snuiS-:^ 
that is not my plan. Then they have put the plants 
into stale hard ground : that is not my plan. Then 
they have put them into ground where prospe- 
rous neighhoitrs had the s^art of them : that is not 
my plan. I am not at'all surprised, that they have 
not IbUnd their plan to answer; but, that is no rea- 
son that mine ^ouftd not answer. The best w^ 
will he to try ikree rows in any field, and see whidfi 
method requires the least labour and produces the 
largest crop. 

«28. At any rate, the facts, which I have stated 
tJpon ^is subject, are curious in themselves ; they 
^re useful as ttiey show what we may venture to 
^o in the removing of plants ; and they show most 
clearly how utifounded are the fears (^ those, who 
imagine, that Com is injured by ploughing between 
it and breaking its roots. My plants owed their 
rigour and their fruit ttrtheir removal into fresh pas^ 
ture ; and, the oflener the land is ploughed betweett 
growing crops of any sort (allowitig the roots to 
shoot between the ploughings) the better it is. I 
remember that Lord Ranelagh showed |ne, in 
1806, in his garden at Fulham, a peach tree, which 
he had removed in full hhom, and that must have 
been in March, and which bore a great crop of fine 
fruit the ^ same yesff. If a tree can be thus dealt 
with, why need we fear to trandplantsuch things m 
Indian Coyn? 
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CHAPTER V4. 
Swedish Turnips. 

229. Upon this subject I have no great deal to add 
to what was said in Part I. Chap. U. There are a 
few things, however, that I omitted to nacntioD, 
Which I will mention here. 

230. I sow mj 9eed by hand. All machinery is im- 
perfect for this purpose* The whole of the drill meets 
with a sudden check; it jumps, the holes are stop- 
ped ; a closing, or an improper impelling, takes 
place ; a gap is produced, and it can never be pQt 
to rights ; and, aAer all, the sowing upon four fe^t 
ridges is very nearly as quickli^ performed by hand. 
I make the drills, or channels, to sow the seed in 
by means of a light rellery which is drawn by a 
horse, whidi rolls two ridges at a time, and which 
has two nmi^ers following the roller, making a drifl 
upon the toa of each ridge. This saves time ; but, 
if the hand do the whole, a man will draw the 
drills, sow the seed, and cover an acre in a day 
with ease. 

231. The only mischief in this case, is, that of sow- 
ing too thick ; and this arises from tb^ seed being so 
nearly of th© colour rf the earth. To guard againsl: 
this evil, I this year adopted a method which stic- 
ceeded perfectly. I wetted the seed with water a 
litHe, I tben put some whiting to it, and, by rubbing 
them we8 together, the seed became white instead 
.of brown ; so that the man, when sowing, could see 
what he was about. 

232. In my directions for Transplanting Turnips, I 
omitted to mention one very important thing ; that 
care be taken not to bury the heart of the plants 
I observed how necessary it was to ^x the plant 

firmly in the ground^ and as the planter is strictly 
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charged to do this, he is apt to pay little attention 
to the mians by which the object is accoo^sb^. 
The thing is done easily enough, if you cram the 
butts of the leaves down below the surface. But, 
this brings the earth, with the first rain at least, over 
the hea4't of the plant ; and then it will never grow 
at all : it will just live ; >ut will never increase in 
size one sin^e jot Care^ therefore, must be taken 
. <>f this. The fixing is to be effected by th^ stick 
applied to j:he point of the root ; as mentioned in 
paragraph 85. Not to fix the plant is a great fault ; 
but to bury the heart is a much greater ; for, if this 
be done, the plant is sure to come to nothing. 

233. My own crop of Swedish Turnips this year 
. is far inferior to that of last in every respect. The 
season has been singularly unfavourable to ^1 
green aod root crops. The ^o^^ has been barer 
than it Was, I believe, ever known to be : and^ of 
course, jother vegetables have experienced a simi- 
lar fate. Yet, I have very good Turnips, and, even 
with such a season^ they are worth more than three 
times what a crop of Corn on the same land would 
have been. I am now (25th Nov.) giving the greens 
to my cow and hogs« A cow and forty stout hogs 
eat the greens of about twenty or thirty rods of 
Turnips in a day. My five acres of greens will 
last about 25 days. 1 give ."no corn or grain of any 
sort to these hogs, and i»y English hogs sse quitt 
fat enough for fresh pork, I have about twenty-five 
more pigs to join these forty in a month's time ; about 
forty will joia those before April. My Cabbages 
on an acre and a half of ground will carry me well 
on till February, (unless 1 send my ^avoj^ to New- 
York,) and when-the Cabbages^ire done I h^ve mjr 
Swedish Turnips for March, April,. May, and Junip 
with a great many to sell if I chq^pse. I have be* 
sides a dozen ewes to keep, oli the same food, 
.with a few wethers and lambs> for my house. In 
• . IT* . 
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Jpne, Early Cabbages come tn, and then the hogpr 
feed on them. Thus the year is bro«ght rounds 

234. But, what pleases me most, as to Swedisk 
Turnips, is that several of mjr neighbours have trtr 
ed the culture, and have ikr surpassed me in itcthis 
year. Their land is better than mine, and they 
have had no Borough-villains and Bank-villains i» 
fight against. Since my Turnips were sown, I 
hkve written great part-of a Grammar, and have 
tent Twenty Registers to England, besides writing 
letters amounting to a reasonable volume in bulk ; 
the whole of which has made, an averse of adne 
pages of common print a day, Sundays included^ 
And besides this, I have been twelve days from home 
on business, and about Jive on visits. Now,- what- 
ever may have been the quantity of the writings, 
whether they demand mind or not, is no matteF„ 
they demanded time for the ^nger^ to moV^ in, and 
yet, I have not written a hunted pages by candle^, 
light. A man knows not what he can do till he 
tries. But, then, mind, I have always been up with 
the cocks and hens ; and I have drunk nothing but 
milk and water: It is a saying, that ** wini inspires- 
wit ;" and that " in mne there is truth." These 
sayings are the apologies of drinkers. Every thing 
that produce® intoxication, though in but the slight- 
est degree, is injviriouff to the mmd f whether it be 
such to the body, or not,.i«} b matter of far less coa- 
sequence. My Letter to Mr. Tierney on the state 
ef tl\e paper-money, has> I find, produced, a great 
and general inapression in Engjftnd. The subject 
was of great importance, and the treating it ili- 
volved much of that sort of rea?omng which is the 
j^ttost difikult of execution^ That letter, consisting' 
^^ thirty-two full pages of print, I wrote in one 
|ay, and that, too, on the llfch of July, the hottest 
|ay in the year. But i never could have done this» 
S*" I had been guzzling wine, or grog, or beer, 9^ 
^ider^ all the day, 1 hope the reader wiUL ixcoM^ 
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tbts dtgi^ssioo ; and, for my own part, I think no^ 
thing of the chai^ of egotism^ if, by indalging in 
it, I produce a proof of the excellent effects of 
sobriety. It is not drunkenntisih^i I cry out against, 
tiiat is beastly y dnd beneath my notice. It is drink- 
ing ; £oT a man may be a great drinker, and yet n« 
drunkard. He may accustom himself to swallow,, 
till his belly is a sort of tub. The Spaniards, wh« 
are a very sober people, call such a man " a mne 
bag,'^^ it being the custom in that country to put 
wine into bags, made of skins, or hides. And, in* 
deed, wint'bag or grog-bag or beer-bag is the suit- 
able appellation. 

235. To return to the Swedish Turnips, it was im- 
possible for me to attend to them in person at all ; 
for ifl once got out, I should have kept out. I was 
very anxious about them ; but much more anxious* 
about my duty to my countrymen, who have re- 
mained so firmly attached to me, and in whose feel- 
ings and views, as to public matters, 1 so fully par- 
ticipate. I lefl my men to do their best, and, con- 
sidering the season, they did very well. I have ob- 
served before, that 1 never saw my Savoys till two 
months after they were planted out in the field,* and 
I never saw Some of my Swedish Turnips till with- 
in these fifteen days. 

236. But, as I said before, some of my neigh- 
bonrs have made the experiment with great success. 
I menliened Mr. Dayrea's crop before. Mr. Hart, 
at ^uth Hempstead, has a 'fine piece, as jny son in- 
forms me. His account is, that the field looked, in 
October, as fine as any that he ever saw in England, 
Mr. Judge Mitch ill has a small piece that were, 
whefi I saw them, as fine as any that 1 ever saw in 
my life. He had transplanted some in the driest 
and hottest weather ; and they were exceedingly 
fine, notwithstanding the singular dryness of the 
Mason. 

\93t; Mn Jahcs.Byrd of Flushing has,howevej^ 
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^one the thing upon the largest scale. He sowed, in 
June, about two aicres and a half upon ridges ihir^ 
inches apart. They were very fine ; and in Sep- 
tember, their leaves met across the interyads« w 
the 21st of September I saw them for the second 
time. The field was one body of beautiful groeo. 
The weather still very dry, 1 advised Mr. Bvrd 
to plough between them by all means ; for the roo|» 
had met long before across the interval. He ob- 
served, that the horse would trample on the lemt^^ 
I said, " never mind, the good done by theplouf^ 
*' will be tea times greater than the injury dofte by 
** the breaking of leaves." He said, that great 9A h^ 
fears were, he would follow my advice. I saw the 
Turnips again on the 8th of October, when I ibudd, 
that he had begun the ploughing ; but, that tbe 
horse made such hamoc amongst the leaves, and )m 
workman made such clamorous remonstrances, th^ 
after doing a little piece, Mr. Byrp desisted* 
These were reasons wholly insu€&cient to satisi^ 
me ; and the latter, the remonstrances of a work' 
man, I should have ridiculed without a grain of 
mercy, only 1 recollected, that my men had remon- 
stilted me (partly with sorrovf^^ -looks and shakes ^ 
of the head) out of my design to transplant six 
acres of Indian Corn. 

238. Mr. BYRD'scrop was about three hundred 
o^^fifiy bushels to an acre. I was at his house on 
the 23d of this month, (November ;) and then I heard 
two things from him, which I communicate with 
great pleasure. The first was, that, from the time 
J he began taking up his Turnips, he began feedijig 
his cows upon the green*; and, U»at this douUedbk% 
quantity of their milk. That the greens might last 
as long as possible^ hp put them in small heaps that 
they mi'ght not heat. He took up his Turnips, how* 
ever, nearly a month too earl^. They will ^row 
till the hard frost ; and the bulb should b^ ripe. I 
have been now (27th November) ab^ut todays 
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cutting, off my greens. The bulbs I sball take up 
in aboot ten days bence. Tbose Ibat are not coo- 
suraed by tbat time, I sball put in small beaps in 
the dcldy and bring tbem away as tbey may be 
wanted. 

239. The other thing stated to me by Mr. Bvrd, 
pleased me very much indeed ; not only on account 
of its being a complete confinnation of agreatpn^j^ 
eiple of TvLL, applied to land in this cUmate, but 
on account ako of the candour of Mr. Byro, who, 
when he > had seen the rpsult, said, ** I was wrong, 
6'iend Cobbett, in not following thy adTice." And 
then he went on to tell me, that the Turnips in the 
fnece which he had pleughed after the 2Is< of Septein- 
ber were a crop a fourth part greater than those 
idjoiningthem, which remained unploughed. Thus, 
then, let no one be afraid of breaking the pretty 
leaves tbat look so gay! And, how false, then, 
must be the notion, that to plough Indian Corn in 
dry weather^ or late, is injurious! Why should if not 
be as beneficial to Corn as to Turnips and Cabba- 
ges? 

240. Mr. Brnb transplanted, with his supers^nn- 
dant plants, about two acres and a half. These he 
had not t^lien up on the 23d of November. They 
wefe not so fine as the others, owing in part, to 
the hearts xf many hairing been buried ; and to the 
whole having been put too deep into the ground. 
But, the ridges of both fields were too close together, 
Fotfr feet is the distance. You cannot plough clean 
and deep within a smaller space, without throwing 
the' earth over the plants. But, as bulk of crop is 
the olgect^ it is very hard to persuade people, that 
temo roTsis are not better than one. Mr. Judge Mit- 
cniLL is a true disciple of the TuLtiAN System. His 
rows were four feet asunder ; bis ridges high ; his 
farrows deep ; his ploughing clean. If I should be 
«bte to see bis crop, or him, before this volume 
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goes to die )>re8S, I will gire dome accauot of the 
result of his labours. 

241. Tliis year has shown me, that America is 
not wholly exempt from that mortal enemy of Tur- 
nips, the FLY, which mangled some of nline» anji 
which carried off a whole piece for Mr. Judge 
Lawrence at Bay-side. Mr. Byrd says he 
thinks, that to soak the seed in fish-oil is of use as 
a protection. It is very easy to try it ; but, the 
best security is, pretty early sowing thick^ and 
transplanting. However,, this has been a singtdat 
year ; and, even this year, the ravages of the flt 
have, generally speaking, been but trifling. 

242. Another enemy has, too, made his appear- 
ance ; the catterpiUar ; which came about the 10th 
of October. This enemy eat the leaves ; and some*" 
times, they will, as in England,. ecU M the leaver t^^ 
if left alone. In Mr. Byro's field, they were pro- 
ceeding on pretty rapidly, and, therefore, he took 
up his Turnips earlier Uian he would have done. 
Wide rom$ are a great protection against these «a»e* 
cure gentry of the fields. They attacked ine ofn 
the side of a piece joining some Buckwheat, where 
they had been bred. When the Buckwheat was 
cut, they sallied out upon the Turnips, and, like the 
ftpawn of real Boroughmongers, they, after eating 
all the leaves of the first row, went to the second, 
and were thus proceeding to devour the wliole. I 
went with my plough, ploughed a deep furrow from 
the rows of Turnips, as far as the catterpillars had 
gone. Just shook the plants, and gave the top of 
the ridge a bit of a sweep with a little brooi|i. 
Then buried them aUve by turning the furrows back. 
Oh! that the people of England could treat the 
Borough-villains and their swarms in the same way 1 
Then might they hear without envy of the easy apd 
bappy lives of American farmers ! 

243. A good sharp fVost is the otAj complete doc- 
tor for this complaint ; but, wide rows ai^ plough- 
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ii^ wHl do much, where the attnck k made in linty 
as in my case. Sometimes, however, the enemy 
starts ap here smd there, all over the field ; and 
then you mustsplough the whole field, or be content 
ivith Turnips without greens, and with a diminished 
crop of Turnips into the bargain. Mr. Byro told 
me, that the catterpillars did not attack the part of 
the field which he had ploughed after the 21«t of Sep^ 
tember with nearly so much fury as they attacked 
the rest of the field ! To be sure ; for the Turnip 
leaves there, having received fresh vigour from 
the ploughing, were of a taste more bitter ; and* 
you always see, that insects and reptiles, that feed 
on leaves and bark, choose the most sickly or fee- 
hie plants to begin upon, because the juices in them 
are^weeter. So that here is another reason, and 
pot a weak one, for deep and late ploughing. 

244. I shall speak again of Swedish Turnips when 

I come to treat of hog9 ; but, 1 will here add a few 

remarks on the subject of preserving the roots. In 

paragraph 106, I described the manner in which I 

stacked my Turnips last year. That did very well. 

But, I will not, this year, make any hole in the 

ground at all. I will pile up about thirty bushels. u^- 

on the level ground, in a pyramidical form, and then, 

to keep the earth from running amongst them, put 

over a little straw, or leaves of trees, and about 

ibur or five inches of earth o^er the whole. For, 

mind, the object is not to prevent freezing. The 

Turnips will freeze as hai^ as stones. But, so 

that they do not see the sun, or the lights till they 

be thawed, it is no matter. This is the case even 

with apples. I preserved White Turnips this way 

last year. Keep the light out, and all will be safe 

with every root that I know and think of, except 

tiiat miserable thing, the potatoe, which, consisting 

of earth, of a small portion of flour, and of water 

unmixed with sugar, will freeze to perdition, if it 

freeze at all. Mind, it is no matter to the animals^ 
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whether the Swedish Tamip, the White Turnip, 
or the Cabbs^e, be/roren, or not, at the time when 
they eat them. They are just as good ; and are 
as greedily eaten. Otherwise, how would our 
sheep in England fatten on Turnips (even White 
Turnips) in the open fields and amidst snows and 
hard frosts ? But, a potatoe, let the frost once 
touch it, and it is wet dirt. 

245. I am of opinion, that if there were no earth 
put over the Turnip heaps, or stacks, it would be 
better ; and, it would be much more convenient* 
I shall venture it for a part of my crop ; and I 
would recommend others to try it. The JSTorthem 
winter is, therefore, no objection to the raising of 
any of these crops ; and, indeed, the crops are far 
more necessary there than to the southward, be- 
cause the Northern winter is so much longer than 
t^e Southern. Let the snows (even the Nova Sco- 
tia snows) come. There are the crops safe. Ten 
minutes brings in a wagon-loacj^ at any time in win- 
ter, and the rest remains safe till spring. 

246. I have been asked how I would manage the 
Swedish Turnips, so as to keep them till June, or 
July. In April ; (for Long Island ;) that is to say, 
when the roots begin to shoot out greens, or, as they 
will be, yellows y when hidden from the light* Let 
me stop here, a moment to make a remark which 
this circumstance has suggested. I have said be- 
fore, that, if you keep the t>ulbs from the light, they 
will freeze and thaw without the least injury. I was 
able to give no reason for this ; and who can give a 
reason for leaves being yellow if they growm the 
dark, and green if they grow in the light ? It is not 
the s\m (except as the source of light) thait makes 
the green ; for any plant that grows in constant shade 
will be green ; while one that grows in the dark 
will be yellow. When my son, James, was about 
three years old. Lord Cochrane, lying against a 
green bank in the garden with hira^ had asked him 
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many qn^tions about the sky asd the rhrer aad 
the 8UQ and the mooa, in order to learn what were 
the notions, as to those objects, in the mind of a 
child. James grew tired, for, as Rousseau, in bis 
admirable exposure of the folly of teaching by ques- 
Hon and anwycr,' observes, nobody likes to he ques- 
Uonedy and especially children. " Well," said 
James, " now you tell me something : what is it 
" that makes the grass green J** His Lordship told 
him it was the swn! *' Why," said JaAes, pulling 
up some grass, ** you see it is 'white down here^ 
" Ay," replied my Lord, ** but that is because the 
*' sun cannot get at it,''' "How get at it?^^ said 
James : "The sun makes it hot all the way down." 
Lord Cochrane came in to me, very much delight- 
ed : '* Here," said he, " little Jemmy has started a 
** line subject of dispute for all the philosophers." 
If this page should have the honour to meet the 
eye of Lord Cochrane, it will remind him of one 
«f the many happy hours that we have passed to- 
gether, and I beg him to regard my mention of the 
incident as a mark of that love and respect which 
I bear towards him, and oi the ardent desire I con- 
stancy have to see him avenged on all his vile, cow- 
ardly, perjured and infamous persecutors. 

247. When any pne has told me what it is that 
makes " grass green," I shall be able to tell him 
what it is that makes darkness presen-e Turnips ; 
and, in^the mean while, I am quite content with a 
perfect knowledge of the efiects. 

248. So far for the preservation xsMle mnter 
lasts ; but, then, how to manage the roots when 
spring comes ? Take the Turnips out of the 
heaps ; spread them upon the ground round about» 
or any where else in the sun. Let them get per- 
fectly dry. If they lie a tttonth in tbe sun and rain 

alternately it does not signify. They will take no 
injury. Throw them on a barn's j^oor or under a 
sh6d ; only do n6t put-tfeem inihick heaps ; for then 
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they will heat, perhaps, and grow a little. I believe 
they may be kept the 'whole year perfectly sound 
and good ; but, at any rate, I kept them thus, last 
year till July, 

249. Of saving seed I have some little to say. I 
saved some, in order to see whether it degenerated ; 
but, having, before the seed was ripe, had such 
complete proof of the degeneracy of Cabbage seed / 
having been assured by Mr. William Smith, of 
Great Neck; that the Swedish Turnip-seed had de- 
generated with him to a long whitish root ; and, 
havings besides, seen the long, pale looking things 
in New-York market in June ; 1 took no care of 
what 1 had growing, being sure of the real sorts 
from England. However, Mr. Byrd's were from 
his own seed, which he had saved for several years. 
They differ from mine. They are longer in pro- 
portion to their circumference. The leaf is rather 
more pointed. And the inside of the bulb is not of 
so deep a yellow. Some of Mr. Byrd's have a lit- 
tle hole towards the crown, and the flesh is spotted 
with white where the green is cut off. He ascribes 
these defects to the season, and it may be so ; but, 
I perceive them in none of my Turnips,, which are 
as clear and as sound, though not so large, as they 
were last year. 

250. Seed is a great matter. Perhaps the best 
way, for farmers in general, would be always to 
save some, culling the plants carefully, as mentioned 
in paragraph 32. This might be sown, and also 
some En^iish seed, the expense being so very tri- 
fling compared with the value of the object* At 
any rate, by saving some seed, a man has something 
to sow ; and he has it always ready. He might 
change his seed once in three or four years. But, 
iiever forgetting carefully to select the plants from 



5 which the seed is to be raised. 



251. There is some diffei^ce in the quality of^ 
the seed, arising from ^^gmrence in the landyon 
which the seed is grown. ^^ 
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POSTSCRIPT TO THE CHAPTER ON SWEDISH TURNIPS. 

252. Since writing the above, I have seen Mr. 
Judge Mitchill, and having requested him to fa- 
vour me with a written account of his experiment, 
he has obligingly complied with my request in a let- 
ter, which I here insert, together with my answer. 

Ploudome, 1th December^ 1818. 
Dear Sir, 

253. About the first of June last, I re- 
ceived the First Part of your Ytar'^s Residence in 
the United States, which I was much pleased with, and 
particularly the latter part of the book, which con- 
tains a treatise on the culture of the Ruta Baga 
Turnip. This mode of culture was new to me, 
and I thought it almost impossible that a thousand 
bushels should be raised from one acre of ground. 
However, I felt very anxious to try the experiment 
in a small way. 

254. Accordingly, on the 6th day of June, I 
ploughed up a small piece of ground, joining my 
salt meadow, containing sixty-Jive rods, that had not 
been ploughed for nearly thirty years. 1 ploughed 
the ground deep, and spread on it about ten wagon 
loads of composition manure ; that is to say, rich 
earth and yard-manure mixed in a heap, a layer of * . 
each alternately. I then harrowed the ground with 
an iron-toothed harrow, until the surface was mel- 
low, and the manure well mixed with the earth. K 

255. On the first of July I harrowed the ground ^' * 
over several times, and got the surface in good or- 
der ; but, in consequence of such late plonohing, * 
I dared not venture to cross-plough for fear of tear- ^ 
ing up the sods, which were not yet rotten. On the 
7th of July I ridged the ground, throwing four 
furrows together, and Jj^ying the tops of the ridges 
four feet asunder, andiNvithoutjjpatting in any ma- 
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Dure. I went very slioal with the plough, because 
deepi ploughing would have turned up the soda. 

256. On the eighth of July I sowed the seed, in 
sii^le rows on the tops of the ridges, on all the 
ridges except ahout eighteen. On eight of these I 
sowed the seed on the 19th of July, when the first 
sowing was up, and very severely attacked by the 
Jlea ; and I was fearful of losing the whole of the 
crop by that insect. About the last of July there 
came a shower, which gave the Turnips a start : 
and, on the eighth day of August I tramplanted 
eight of the remaining cows, early in the morning. 
The weather wasjnow very dry ; and the Turnip* 
sown on the 19th of July were just coming up. On 
the 10th of August I transplanted the two other 
rows at mid-day y and, in consequence of such dry 
weather, the tops all died ;, but, in a few days be-v*^ . 
gan to look green. And, in a few weeks, those that 
bad been transplanted looked as thrifty as Uiose 
that had been sown. 

257. On the tenth of August I regulated Ihe 
sown rows, and left the plants standing from six to 
twelve inches apart. 

258. A part of the seed I received from you and 
a part I had from France a few years ago. When 
I gathered the crop, the transplanted Turnips were 
nearly as large as those that stood where they were 
90wn. 

259. The following is the produce : two hundred 
and two bushels on sixty-five rods of ground ; a crop 
arising from a mode of cultivation ,for which. Sir, *^ 
1 feel very much indebted to you. This crop, as 
you will perceive, wants but two bushels and a , 
fraction offive hundred bushels to the acre ; and I 
veri}y believe, that, on this mode of cultivation, an 
acre' of laad, which will bring a hundred bushels of 
Cornnears, will produce from «(M>e» to eight hundred 
hu\hels of the Ruta Baga T^fin^ p. 

260. Great nmj^ers d^^Sy Turnips weigh ^> 
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pounds each. The greens were almost. wholly de- 
stroyed by a Caterpillar, which I never before saw ; 
so that I had no opportunity of trying the use of 
them as cattle-food ; but, as to the roo^, cattle and 
bogs eat it greedily, and cattle as well as hogs eat 
tip the tittle bits that remain attached to the fibres, 
when these are cot from the bulbs. 

261. 1 am now selling these Turnips at half a dol" 
lar a bushel. 

262. With begging you to accept of my thanks 
for the useful information, which, in common with 
many others, I have received from your Treatise 
on this valuable plant, 
I remain. 
Dear Sir, 

Your most Obedient Servant, 
Singleton Mitchill. 
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To Mr, WillicmCohbtU, 
Hyde Park, 

263. P. S. I am very anxious to see the Second 
Part of your Year's Residence. When will it be 
pubtished ? 

ANSWER. 

Hyde Park, 9th December, 18 IS, 

Dear Sir, 

264. Your letter has given me very great 
pleasure. You have really tried the thing ; you 
have given it a/aiV trial. Mr. Tull, when people 
«aid ef his horse-hoeing system, that they had tried 
it, and found it not to answer, used to reply ; 
"what have they tried? All lies in the little 
« word IT." * 

265. You.have really tried t^; and very interest- 
ing your account is. It is a complete answer to all 
those, who talk ibouijj^joss of ground in fourfeet 
ridges ; and especiafl>**hen w^ compare your 
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xrolp witK that of Mr. James B«rd of Fkisbing : 
whose grouDd was prepared at an early seasoD ; 
who manured richly ; who kept his land like a neat 
garden,, and, in short, whose field was one of the 
most beautiful objects of which one can hare an 
idea : but, whose ridges were about two feet and a 
half apart^ instead oi four feet ^ and who had three 
hundred afnd fifty busheU to the acre, while you, 
with all your disadvantages of late ploughing and 
sods^ beneath had at the rate oSfive hundred bushels. 
^66. From so excellent a judge as you are to 
hear commendation of my little Treatise,^ imiat^ 
naturally be very pleasing to me, as it is aproof thatl 
have not enjoyed the protection of America with- 
out doing something in return. Your example 
will be followed by thousands ; a new and copious 
source of human sustenance will be opened to a 
race of free and happy people ; and to have beenr, 
though in the smallest degree, instrumental in the 
creating of this source will always be a subject of 
great satisfaction to. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient 
And most humble servant, 

Wm. Cobbett. 

'267. F. S. I shall- to-morrow send the Second 
Part of my Year'^s Residence to the Press. I d&re 
say it will be ready in three weeks. 

268. I conclude this Chapter by observing, that 
a Boroughmonger hireling, who was actually fed 
with pap, purchased by money paid to his father by 
the Minister, Pitt, /or writing and publishing lies 
against the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York^ 
the, acknowledgment of the facts relating to which 
transaction, I saw tji the father^ s own handwriting ; 
this hirefing, when he heard of my arrival on Long«^ 
Inland, called it my Lemi^, which allusion will, I 
hope, prove not to have '^^n wholly inapt \. fon^^ 
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&ei^ my life is precisely the rererse of that of 
the unhappy Pnii^ocTETES, and though I do not 
hold the arrows of Hercules, I do possess arrows ; . '' 

I make them felt too at a great distance, and, I am^ ^ 

not certain, that my arrows are not destined to he V 

the only means of: destroying the Trojan Borough- ^ 

mongers. v 

269. Mr. HuLME, of Philadelphia, has received ^ 

a letter from a friend in Liverpool, which letter V 

contains the following passage : '* Cohbett's work ? 

^^ on the Ruta Baga, is a very entertaining treatise; 
*' Even ladies,^^ (oh dear !) " who intend only to 
*^ peep into it, cannot' keep from reading it through. 
" He is the hest preacher i know against idleness. 
** There is a field of Ruta Baga near Liverpool, of 
" stven acres ^ which is s«dd to be worth one thousand 
^'^ four hundred pounds sterling, I mean to go and 
« see it.'*^ This^ letter is dated on the 30th Sept. 
1818k The writer a ffentleman of undoubted 
veracity. And this, mind, is in England, where no 
man ever knew a field of Turnips to be worth more 
^an at the rate of half a dollar a bushel. The ^ 

produce of this field, sent fas it safely and easily 
.might in. hulk) to Georgia or South Carolina, woul<| 
be Worth Jive thousand pounds sterling ; and yet, 
ril engage, that as large crops may be grown in al-^ 
^ost any part of those states. ^ * 
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CHAP. VI!. 

POTATOES. 

270. I have nade no experiments as to this root, 
and I am not about to o£fer my opinions as to the 
mode of cultivating it. But, so much has been 
said and written again^ me on account of my scoot- 
ing the idea of this root being proper as food for 
man, I will, out of respect for public opinion, here 
State my reasons for thinking that the Potatoe is a 
root xeorse than useless, 

271. When 1 published some articles upon tl^ 
Subject, in Ekigland, I was attacked by the Irish 
writers with as much fury as the Newfooodla&denr 
attack peojple who speak against the Pope ; and 
with a great deal less reason ; for, to attack a sys- 
tem, which teaches people to fill their bellies wUh 
fish for the good of their souls, might be dictated 
by malice s^nst the sellers offish ; whereas, my 
attack upon Potatoes, was no attack upon the sons 
of St.. Patrick to whom, on the contrary, I wished, 
a better sort of diet to be afforded. Nevertheless, 
I was told, in the Irish .papers, not that I was a 
fool: that might have been rational; but, when I 
was, by these zealous Hibernians, called a liar, a 
slanderer, a 'oiper, and was reminded of all my po^ 
lifical sins, I could not help thinking, that, to use an 
Irish Peeress's expression with regard to her Lord, 
there was a little oS the Potatoe sprouting out of 
their head, 

272. These rude attacks upon me were all 
nameless, however ; and, with nameless adversaries 
I do not like to j«in battle. Of one thing I am 
very glad ; and that is, that the Irish do not like to 
li e upon what their accO^lished countryman, 
IXocTOR DRENNANy calls^^froland's lazy root*** 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE AGRICULTURAL MAOAZrifft. 

On the subject of Potatoes. 
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There is more sound political philosophy in that 

poem than in all the enormous piles of Plowden ' 

and Musgrave. When I called it a lazy root ; when i 

. I satirized the use of it ; the Irish seemed to think, f 

that their national honour was touched. But, I am jj 

happy to find, that it is not taste^ but necessity^ \ 

which makes them messmates with the pig ; for, y 
ivhen they come to this country, they invariably 

prefer to their ^^ favourite root,^^ not only fowls, «T 

geese, ducks and turkeys, but even the flesh of I 

oxen, pigs and sheep ! * 

273. In 1815, I wrote an article, which I will f 

here insert, because it contains my opinions upon V 
this subject. And when 1 have done that, I will 

add some calculations as to the comparative value ' * 
of an acre of wheat and an acre of potatoes. The 

article was a letter to the Editor of the Agricultural ^ 
Magazine^ and was in the following words : 



Botley, Nov. 18, 1815. ; 

274. Sir, — In an article of your Magazine for the 
month of September last, on the subject of my 

Letters to Lord Sheffield, an article with which» ^ 

upon the whole, I have reason to be very proud, , 

you express your dissent with me upon some mat- ^ t > 

ters, and partielarly relative to Potatoes, The pas- * 

sage to which I allude, is in these word^ : <^ As to a » 

** former diatribe of his on Potatoes, we regarded . 

" it as a pleasant example of argument for argu- 

" ment's sake ; as an agreeable jumble of truth > < 

'' and of mental rambling." ^ ^• 

275. Now, Sir, I do assure jou, that I never was 
more serious in my life, than when bwrote the es-' ..^^ ^ 
Mff[, or, rather, casu^ly made the observations ^ ^ 
against the cultivatioi|^nd use of this worse than 
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useless root If it was argument for argument** 
sake, no one, that 1 recollect, ever did me the ho- 
nour to show that the argument was fallacious. 1 
think it a subject of great impartanqe ; I regard 
the prtiises of this root, and the preference given 
to it before corn, and evcn'Bome other roots, to 
have arisen from a sort of monkey -like imitation. 
It has become, of late years, the fashion to extol the 
virtues of Potatoes, as it has been to admilre the 
writings of Milton and Shakspeare. God, almighty 
and 9!^ foreseeing y first permitting his chief amgel to 
be disposed ta rebel against him ; his permittii^ 
him to enlist whole squadrons of angels under hil 
banners ; his permitting this host to cpme and dis- 
' pute with him the throne of heaven ; his permitting 
the contest to be long, and, at one time, doubtful ; 
his permitting the devils to bring cannon into this 
battle in the clouds ; his permitting one devil or 
angel, 1 forget which, to be split down the nriiddle, 
from crown to crotch, as wte spKt a pig ; his per- 
^tting the two halves, intestines and all, to go slap, 
up together again, and become a perfect body ; his, 
then, causing ail the devil host to be tumbled head- 
long down into a place called Hell, of the local si- 
tuation of which no man can have an idea ; bis 
• causing gates (iron gates too) to be erected to keep 
the devil in ; his permitting him to get out, never- 
theless, and to come and destroy the peace and hap- 
'^'.i piness of his new creation ; his causing his son to 

take a pair of compasses out of a drawer y to trace 
the form of the earth. All this, and, indeed, the 
whole of Milton's poem, is such barbarous trash, 
so outrageously offensive to reason and to common 
sense, t^at one is naturalfy led to wonder how it 
^ can have been tolerated by a people, amongst 
^ whom astronomy, navigation, and chemistry are un- 
iyI*derstood. B«!t, it is the fashion to turn up the eyes 
^ when Paradise Lost is mentioned ; and, if you ^Ift 
herein, you want taste; you want jtKi^fTien^ even, if 
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you do not admire this abs a rd and ridiculous sttiff^ ': 
when, if one. of your relations were to write a'Tet- 
ter in the same str«4n, you would Send him (o'.d 
H^d-houae and tak^ hisj es^tate. It is the sacritioing 
of reason to fashim. And as to the other*' Divine 
Bard,^^ the case m ^trlt more provoking. After hi# 
ghosts, witches, ^soricerera, fairies, and monsters ; 
after his bombast and puns and smut, which appear 
to have been not much relished by his compara- 
tively rude contemporaries, had had their full swing ; 
after hundreds oif 'thousands of pounds > had been 
expended upop embeilishiog his works 5 after nu- 
merous commentators and engravers and painters 
and booksellers had got fat wpon the trade ; after 
jubilees had been h^^id in honour of his memory ; * 
at a time when there were men, otherwise of ap- 
parently sound sense, who were what was aptly 
enough termed Shakspeare-mad. At this very mo- 
ment an occurrenc^.^took place, which must have 
put an end, for ev^r, to this national folly, had it 
not been kept up by infatiiation and obstinacy with- 
, out parallel. You--ng Ireland, I think his name 
was William, no matter from what motive^ though 
I never could see any harm in his motive, and have 
always thought him a man most unjustly and bru- 
tally used. No matter, however, what were the 
inducing circumstances, or the motives, he did 
write, and bring forth, as being Sbakspeare's, some xi 
plays, Aprayer, and a love-letter. The learned men ^jjlk 

of England, Ireland and Scothmd met to examine * 
these performances. Some doubted, a few denied ; 
b«t, the far greater part, amongst vchom were Dr. 
Pakr, Dr. Wharton, and Mr. George Chalmers, 
declared, in the most positive terms, that no man 
but Shfikspeare couW have written those things. ^^1^ 
There was a division; but this division arose more ^ 
from a suspicion of some trick, than from any thing '*Jjk * 
to be urged against the merit of the writings. The 
plays went so far as to be ACTED. Long Hstt of 
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subscribers appeared to the work. And, in short, 

* it was decided, in the most unequivocal manner, 
thiit ihlm youu'j; man of sixteen years of age had 
ivritten so rieiiHjf like Shakspeare, that a miyprity of 
the learned arid critical classes of the natiq^ most 
iirmlj' belieretl the wntings to be Shakspeare's ; 
and, there eniinot be a doubt, that, if Mr. Ireland 
had been jibio to keep his secret, they would have 
passed for Shakspeare's till the time shall come 
when ihp whgle heap of trash will, by the natural 
good sense of the nation, be consigned to everlast- 
ing oblivion ; and, indeed, as folly ever doats on a 
darling, it is very likely that these last-found pro- 
ductions of " our im'^Hal bard*^ would have been 
regarded as his best. Yet, in' spite of all this ; ia 
spite of what one would have thought was sufficient 
to make blind people see, the fashion has been 
icept up ; and, what excites something more than 
ridicule and contempt, Mr. Ireland, whose writings 
had been taken for Shakspeare's, was, when he 
made the discovery^ treated as an impostor and a 
cheat; and hunted down with as much rancour as if 
he had written against the bujin^ and selling of 
seats in parliament. The learned men ; the sage 
critics; the Shakspeare-mad folks; were all so 

• ashamed^ that they endeavoured to draw the public 
attention from themselves to the youijg man. It 
was of his impositions that they npw talked, and 

r;j4 ^ not of their own folly. When the witty clown, 
' • * mentioned in Don Quixote, put the mimic's au- 

dience to shame by pulling the real pig out from 
under his cloak, we do not find that that audience 
were, like our learned men, so uojust as to pursue 
him with reproaches and with every act that a vin- 
ll^ dictive mind can surest. TJbey perceived how 
" foolish they had been, they hung down their heads 
4 jvu "^ in silence, and, I dare say, would not easily be led 
'^ to admire the mountebank again. 
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276. It is fashion, Sir, to whicb, in these mo%t 
striking instances, sense and reason have yielded | 
and it is to fashion that the potatoe owes its general 
cnltivation and use. If you ask me, whether Ik^h- 
ion <*(in possibly make a nation ji refer one sort of 
diet to another, I ask you what it h tbat can make 
a nation admire Shakspeare ? Whid is it that can 
make them call him a ** Divine Bard/' nine teivtha 
of whose works are made up of such Irish m no 
decent man, now-a-days, would not be jisKjimed, 
and even afraid, to put his name to ? What can 
make an audience in London sit and hear and even 
applaud, under the name of Shakspeare, what they 
would hoot off the stage fti a moment, if it came 
forth under any o'ther name ? When folly has 
once given the fashion, she is a very persevering 
dame. An American writer, whose name is George 
DoRSEY, I believe, and who has recently published 
a pamphlet, called *' The United States and Eng- 
land, &c." being » reply to an attack on the mo- 
rals and government and learning of the Americans, 
in the " Quarterly Review," states it, as matter of 
justification, that the People of America sigh with 
delight to see the plays of Shakspeare, whom they 
claim as their countryman ; an honour, if it be dis- 
puted, of which I will make any of them a volunta- 
ry surrender of my share. Now, Sir, what can 
induce the Atnericans to sit and hear with delight 
the dialogues of Falstaff and Poins, and Dame 
Quickely, and Doll Tearsheet ? what can restrain 
thpm from pelting Parson Hugh, Justice Shallow, 
'Bardolph, and the whole crew off the stage ? What 
can make them' endure a ghost cap-d-pie, a prince, 
who, for justice sake, pursues his uncle and his mo- 
ther, and who stabs an old gentleman in sport, and 
cries out ** dead for a ducat ! dead ?" What can 
they find to ** delighf' them in punning clowns, in 
ranting heroes, in sorcerers, ghosts, witches, fai- 
ries, monsters, soothsayers, dreamers ; in incidents 
19 
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•at of nature, in scenes most unnecessarily bloody ? 
How they must be delighted at the story of Lear 
patting the question to his daughters of which loved 
him most, and then dividing his kingdom aipong 
them, according to their professions of love ; how- 
delighted to see the fantastical disguise of Edgar, 
the treading out of Gloucester's eyes, and the trick 
\)y yrhich it is pretended he was made to believe, 
that he had actually fallen from the top of the cliff I 
How they must be delighted to see the stage filled 
with green boughs, like a coppice, as in Macbeth, 
or streaming like a slaughter-house, as in Titus 
Andronicus ! How the young girls in America must 
be* tickled with delight at the dialogues in Troilus 
and Cressida, and more especially at the pretty ob- 
servations of the JSTi^rse, I think it is, in Romeo and 
Juliet ! But, it is the same all through the work. 
I 'know of one other, and only one other j book, so 
obscene as this ; and, if 1 wefe to judge from the 
high favour in wliich these two books seem to stand, 
I should conclude, that wild and improbable fiction, 
bad principles of morality and politics, obscurity ia 
meaning, bombastical language, forced jokes, puns, 
and smut, were fitted to the minds of the people. 
But, I do not thus judge. It is fashion. These 
books are in fashion. Every one is ashamed not; to 
be in the fashion. It is the fashion to extol pota- 
toes, and to eat potatoes. Every one joins in ex- 
tolling potatoes, and all the world like potatoes, or 
pretend to like them, which is the same thing in ef- 
fect. 

277. In those memorable years of wisdom, 1800 
and 1801, you can remember, I dare say, the grave 
discussions in Parliament about potatoes. It was 
proposed by some one to make a law to encourage 
the growth of them : and, if the Bill did not pass, 
it was, I believe, owing to the ridicule which Mr. 
HoRNE TooKE threw upon that whole system of 
petty legislation. Will it be believed, in anothet 
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century, that the law-givers of a great nati6ii ac- 
tually passed a law to compel people to est pollard 
in their bread, and that, too, not for the purpose of 
degrading or pumshing, but for the purpose of do- 
ing the said people good by adding to the quantity 
of bread in a time of scarcity ? Will this be be- 
lieved ? In every bushel of wheat there is a cer- 
tain proportion of^owr, suited to the appetite and 
the stomach of man ; and a certain proportion of 
follard and hran^ suited to the appetite and stomach 
^^ P>§s» cows, and sheep. But the parliament of 
the years of wisdom wished to cram the tuhole down 
the throat of man, together with the flour of other 
grain. And what was to become of the pigs, cows, 
and sheep ? Whence were the pork, butter, and 
mutton to come ? And were not these articles of 
human food as well as bread ? The truth is, that 
pollard, brad, and the coarser kinds of grain, when 
given to cattle, make these cattle fat; but when 
«aten by man, make him lean and weak. And yet 
this bill actually became a law ! 

^8. That period of wisdom was also the period 
of the potatoe-mania. Bulk was the only thing 
sought after ; and, it is a real fact, that Pitt did sug- 
gest the. maWng of beer out of straw. Bulk was all 
that was looked after. If the scarcity had continu- 
ed a year longer, I should not have been at ^11 sur- * 
prised, if it had been proposed to feed the people 
at rack and manger. But> the Potatoe f Oh ! what 
a blessing to man ! Lord GrenvillC; at a birth-day 
dinner given to the foreign ambassadors, used hot a 
morsel of bread, but, instead of it, little potatoe 
cakes, though he had, I dare say, a plenty of latnb, 
poultry, pig, &c. all of which had been fatted upon 
corn or meal, in whole or m part. Yes, Sir, pota- 
toes will do very well along with plenty of animal 
food, which has been fatted on something better than- 
potatoes. But, when you and 1 talk of the use d* 
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Hght. 

•279. The notion is» that potatoes ate cheaper 
than vfheai flour. This word c/icop is not quite ex- 
pressive enoijgh, but it will do for our present pur* 
pose. I shall consider the cost of potatoes, in a fa- 
mily, compared with that of flour. It will be best 
to take the simple case of the labouring man. 

280. The price of a bushel of fine flour, at Bot- 
ley, is, at this time, 10s. The weight is 561b. The* 
price of a bushel of potatoes is 2». 6d. They are 
just now dug up, and are at the cheapest. A bush- 
el of potatoes wiich are measured by a larger bush- 

' el, weighs about GOlb. dirt and all, for they are sold 
unwashed. Allow 41b. for dirt, and the weights 
are equal. Well, then, here is toiling Dick witli 
his four bushels of potatoes, and John with his bushel 
of flour. But, to be fair, I must allow, that the re- 
lative price is Bot always so much in favour of 
flour. .^ Yet, 1 think you will agree with me, that, 
upon an aw^erage, five bushels of potatoes do cost at 
much as. one bushel of flour. You know very well, 
that potatoes, in Londoh, sell for Id, and sometimesr 
for 2d..a, pound ; that is to say, sometimes for £1 
7*. 6d, and sometimes for £2 1 5s, the five bushels. 
This is notorious. Every reader knows it. And, 
did you ever hear of a bushel of flour selling for 
£2 16*. ? Monstrous to think of! And yet the 

' tradesman's wife, looking narrowly to every half- 
penny, trudges away to the potatoe shop to get five 
or sue pounds of this wretched root for the purpose 
of saving flour i She goes and gives 10c?. for ten 
pounds of potatoeg, when she might buy 61b. of 
flour with the same money 1 Before her potatoes 
come to table, they are, even in bulk, less than 61b, 
or even 31b. of flour made into a pudding. Try the < 

^ experiment yourself, Sir, and you will soon be able. 

' to appreciate the economy of this dame. 

281. But, to retura to Dick and John ; the for* 
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mer had got faift five hush^ls of potatoes, and the lat- •. 
ter his bi^shel of flour. I shall, by and by, have-to / 
observe upon the «<ofA: that Dick. must lay in, and 
upon the stowage that he must have ; but, at prftr 
«ent, we will tf ace these two commodities in their 
way to the mouth and in their efleets upon those 
who eat them. Dick has got five bushels at once^ 
because he could have them a little cheaper. John 
tu^j have his peck or gall&n of flour 5 for that has 
ai mtcd and indiscriminating price. It requires no 
trick in dealing, no judgment, as in the case of the 
roots, which may be wet^ or hollow^ or hot. Flour 
may be sent for t)y any child able to iiarry the quan- 
tity wanted. However, reckoning Dick's trouble 
and time nothing in getting home his five bushels of 
potatoies^) and supposing him to ha^ got the right - 
sort, a ^^Jine sort," which he can hardly fail of, in- 
deed, since the whole nation is now full of** fine 
sorts," let us now see how he goes to work tp con- 
sume them. He has a pi^ce of bacon «pon the 
rack, but he must have some potato^es too. On 
goes the poty and there it may as well hang, for we 
sJhall find it in continual requisition. For this time 
the meat and roots boil, together. But, what is 
Dick to have for supper ? Bread ? No'. He shall 
not have bread, unless he will have bread at din- * 
net. Put on the pot again for supper. Up an 
hour before day-light and on with the pot* Fill " 
your luncheon-bag, Dick ; nothing i^ so relishing 
and so strengthening out & the harvest*field, or 
ploughing on a bleak hill in winter, as a cold pota- 
toe. But, be sure, Dick, to wrap your bag well up 
in your clothes, during winter, or, when you come * 
to lunch, you may, to your great surprise, findyo^r 
food transformed into pebbles. Home goes mferry 
Dick, and on goes the pot again. Thus, 1095 times 
in the year Dick's pot must boil. This is, at least, 
a thousand times oftener than with a bread and meat 
4iet. Once a week baking and once a week boil- 
19* 
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ingis as much as a farm-house QQed to reqmre* 
There must be some fuel consumed in winter £btjp 
warmth* But here are, at the least, 600 fires to be 
made for the sake of these potatoes,. and, at a pen- 
ny a fire, the amount is more than ivould purclmse 
four bushels of dour, which would make 288lb8. of 
bread, wrach, at 7lb. of bread a day, would keep 
John's family in bread for 41 days out of the 365. 
This I state as a fact, challenging contradiction, that, 
exclusive of the extra labour^ occasioned by the 
cookery of potatoes, the fuel^ required, in a year, 
&T a potatoe diet, and not required for a bread diet, 
would cost, in any part of the kingdom, more thaa 
would keep a family, even in baker's breads for 41 
days in the year, at the rate of 71bs. of bread a day. 
282. John, -on the contrary, lies and sleeps on 
Sunday morning till about 7 o*clock. He then gets 
a bit of bread and meat, or cheese, if he has either* 
The mill gives him his bushel of flour in a few mi- 
nutes. His wife has baked during the week. He 
has a pudding on Sunday, and another hatch of 
bread before the next Sunday, The moment he is 
up, he is off to his stable or the field or the coppice. 
His breakfast and luncheon are in his bag. In spite 
jof frost he finds them safe and sound. They give 
him heart, and enable him to go through the day. 
His 661b. of flour, with the aid of 2d, in yeast, 
bring him 721b. of bres^d, while, after the dirt and 
peelings and waste are deducted, it is very doubt- 
ful whether Dick's 3001b. joi potatoes bring 2001b. 
pf even this watery diet to his hps. It is notori- 
ous, that out of a pound of clean potatoes there su-e 
\ 1 ounces of water, half an ounce of earthy mat* 
ter, an ounce o( fibrous and sirawey stuff, and 1 know 
not what besides. The water can do Dick no good^ 
but he must swallow, these 1 1 ounces of water ia 
every pound of potatoes. How far earth and straw 
may tend to fatten and strengthen cunning Dick I 
do not know ; but, at any rate, it is certain, that wbik 
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lie is. eating as mucb of potatoe as is equsj m nutii- 
ment to lib. of bread he must swallow about 146z. 
of water, earth, straw, &c. for down they must g« 
altogether, like the Parliament's bread in the years 
of wisdom, 1800 and 1801. But, suppose every 
ponnd of potatoes to bring into Dick's stomach a 
6th part in nutritious matter, including in the grosi 
pound all the dirt, eyes, peeling, and other inevitar 
ble waste. Divide his gross 3001b. by 6, and yon 
will find him with 501b. of nutritious matter for the 
same sum that John has laid out in 72lb. of nutri- 
tious matter, besides the price of 288rb. of bread in 
a year, which Dick lays out in extra fuel for the 
eternal boilings of his pot. Js it any wonder that 
his cheeks are like two bits of loose leather, while 
he is pot-bellied, and weak as a cat ? In order to 
get half a pound of nutritious matter into him, be 
must swallow about 60 ounces of water, earth and 
straw. Without ruminating Acuities, how is he to 
bear this cramming ? 

283. But, Dick's disadvantages do not stop here* 
He must lay in his store at the beginning of winter^ 
or he mt»st buy through the nose. And where is 
he to find stowage ? He has no caves. He may 
pie them in the garden, if he has one ; bnt, he must 
not open the pie in frosty weather. It is a fact not 
to be disputed, that a fuU tenth of the potatoe crop 
is destroyed, upon, an average of years^by the frost. 
His wife, or stout daughter,, cannot go out to Work 
to help to earn the means of buying potatoes. She 
must stay at home to boil the pot^ the everlasting 
pot ! There is no^uch thing as a cold dinner. No 
such thing as women sitting down on a hay -cock, or 
ashbck of wheat, to their dinner, ready to jump up 
^ the approach of the shower. Home they must^ 
tramp, if it be three miles, to the fire that ceasetk 
not, and the pot as black as Satan. No wonder, 
that, in the brightest and busiest seasons of the year, 
you see from every cottage door^stariog o3t at yo^ 
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us you paM, a smoky-capped, ^^reas; beel^ woman. 
The pot, which keeps her at home, also^ives her 
the colour of the chimney, while long inactivity 
i wells her heels. 

204. Now, Sir, I am quite serious in these my 
reasons agaitist the'use of this root, as food for man* 
As food for other animals, in proportion to its cost, 
I know it to be the worst of all roots that I know 
any thing of; but, that is another auction. I have 
here been speaking of it as food for man ; and, tf 
it'be more expensive than flour to the labourer tH 
l&c country^ who, at any rate, can stow it in pies, 
what must it be. to tradesman's and artisan^'s fami* 
lies in towns, who can lay in no store, and who must 
tuy by the ten pound or quarter of a hundred at a 
time 7 When broad faced Mrs. Wilkins tells Mr** 
Tomkins, that, so that she has " a potatoe*^ for her 
dinner, she does not care a farthing for bread, I on* 
\j laugh, knowbg that she will, twist down a half 
pound of beef With her ** potatoe," and has twisted 
down half a pound of buttered toast in the morning, 
and means to do the same at tea< time, without pre* 
judice to her supper and grog. But, when Mrs. 
Tomkins gravely answers, "yes. Ma'am, there is 
♦* nothing like a potatoe, it is such a saving in a f«- 
♦* mily," f really should not be very much out of 
humour to see the tete-a-t^e broken up l^ the ap- 
plication of a broomstick. 

286. However, Sir, I am talking to you now, and, 
as 1 am not aware, that there can be any impropri- 
ety in it, I now call upon you to show, that 1 am 
really wrong in my notions upon this subject ; and 
this, I think you are, in some sort, botind to do, see- 
ing that you have, in a public manner, condemned 
them. 

286.* But^ there remains a very important part of 
the subject yet undiscussed. For, though yoU 
should be satisfied, that 3001b. of potatoes are not; 
taking every thing into constderatiim, more than^ 
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equal to about 301b. of flour, you may be of opin- 
ion, that the disproportion in the bulk of the cropi 
is, in favour of potatoes, more than sufficient to com- 
pensate for this, 1 think this is already clearly 
enough settled by the relative prices of the contend- 
ing commodities ; for, if the quantity of produc^ 
was on the side of potatoes, their price would be ill 
proportion. 

287. 1 have heard of enormous crops of potatoes : 
as high, I believe, as 20 tons. I never yet saw 
10 tons grow upon an acre. I have heard of 14 
sacks of wheat upon an acre. I never saw above 
10 grow upon an acre. The average crop of 
wheat is about 24 bushels, in this part of England, 
and the average crop of potatoes about 6 tons. 
The weight of the wheat 1440lbs. and that of the 
potatoes 13,440Ibs. Now, then, if 1 am right in 
what has been said above, this bulk of potatoes 
barely keeps pace with that of the wheat ; for if a 
bushel of wheat does not make 661b. oi flour ^ it 
weighs 60lbs. and leaves pollard and bran to make 
up for the deficiency. Then, as to the cost; the 
ground must be equally good. The seed is equal- 
ly expensive. But the potatoes must be cultivated 
during their growth. The- expense of digging and 
cartage and stowage is not less than 2Z. an acre at 
present prices. The expense of reaping, housing, 
and threshing is, at present prices, 10^. less. The 
potatoes leave no straw, the wheat leaves straw, 
stubble, and gleanings for pigs. This straw is 
worth, at least 3/. an acre, at present prices. It 
is, besides, absolutely ntcessary. It litters, in con- 
junction with other straw, all sorts of cattle ; it 
sometimes helps to feed them ; it covers half the 
buildings in the kingdom ; and makes no small |mrt 
•f the people's beds. The potatoe is a robber in 
all manner of ways* It largely takes from the farm 
yard and returns little, or nothing tait ; U robs the 
fsmd more tban any other plant or r^ot \ it robs the 
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•jrfcrs of their tim€, their fuel, and their healfli ; 
and, I agree fully with MeNsiEUR Tisbot^ that it 
robs them of their mental powers. , 

288. I do not deny, that it is a pleasant enough 
thing to assist in sending down lusty Mrs. Wilkins's 
good half pound of fat roast-l>eef. Twt) or three 
ounces of Water, earth, and straw, can do her no 
harm ; but, when I see a poor, little, pale-faced». 
lifeless, pot-bellied bey peeping out at a cottage 
door, where I ought to meet with health and ri- 
gour, I cannot help cursing the fashion, which has 
given such general use to this root, as food for man* 
However, I must say, that the chief ground of my 
antipathy to this root is^ that it tends to debase the 
common people, as every thing does, which brings 
their mode of living to be nearer that of cattle. 
The man and his pig, in the potatoe system, liv^ 
pretty much upon the same diet, and eat nearly in 
the same manner, and out'of nearly the same uten- 
jiil. The same eternally-boiling pot cooks their 
^mmon mess. Man, being master, sits at the first 
table ; hnt, if his fellow-feeder comes after him, he 
will not fatten, though he will live upon the same 
diet. Mr. Curwen found potatoes to supply the 
place of Aery, bctfng first lapell cooked ; but, they did 
not 8u|)ply the place of oats ; and yet fashion has 
made people beheirie, that they are capftWe of sup- 
jdying the place of bread ! It is notorious, that rrjj- 
</iin^ will'/a^^efidn potatoes alone. Carrots, pars- 
nips, cabbages, the superior sorts of turnips, will, 
in time, fatten sheep and oxen, and, some of them, 
pigs ; but, upon potatoes alone, no animal that I 
^ver beard of will fatten. And yet, the greater part, 
and, indeed all, the other roots and plants here, 
mentioned, will yield, upon ground" of the same 
quality^ three or four times as heavy a crop as po- 
tatoes, and will, too, for a long while, set the frosts 
at defiance. 

^^9. If, Sir, you do me the honour to tead thU 
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Letter, I shall have taken up a good deal of yottr 
time ; but, the subject is one of much importance 
in rural economy, and therefore, cannot be wholly- 
uninteresting to you. 1 will not assume the sham 
modesty to suppose, that my manner of treating it 
makes me unworthy of an answer ; and, I must con- ' 
fess, that I shall be disappointed unless you make a 
serious attempt io prove to me, that I am in error* 
I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient. 
And most humble serrant, 

"Wm. Cobbett. 

290. Now, observe, I never received any answ&r 
to thi^. Much abuse. New torrents of abuse; 
and, in language still more venomous than the for-^ 
mer ; for noTii} the Milton and Shakspeare men, the 
critical Parsons, took up the pen ; and, when you 
have an angry Priest for adversary, it is not the 
common viper, but the rattlesnake that you have to 
guard against. However, as no one put his name 
to what, he wrote, my remarks went on producing 
their effect ; and a very considerable effect they 
had. 

291. About the s,ame time, Mr. Timothy Bkown 
of Peckham Lodge, who is one of the most under- 
standing and moat worthy men I ever had the ho- 
nour to be acquainted with, fui;pished me with the 
follo^wing comparative estimate relative to Wheat 
and Potatoes : 

PRODUCE OF WHEAT. 

Forty busheU Ubl good crop ; h\^ from fifty to sixty may b^ 
liad. 

Pounds of Wheat, 

40 Bushels, 60 pounds a bushel, - - - a,40(^ 

45{ Pounds of flour to each bushel of. 

Wheat, - 1,820 • 

\$ Pounds of offai to each busbel, - 620 

Waste, .--*-»-..-. 60 

r , . 2,40# 
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The worth of the offal is about that 
of •ne tMjshel of flour; and th$ 
worth of the straW} two tons, ea^h 
worth 2/. is equal to six bushels of 
flour, , B18{ 

» Potttub of FZour. 

^o that the total yield, »n/owr, is - - - - ^^,139 

Pound* of Bread* 
Which will make of Breadf at the rate 
of 9 pounds of bread from 7 pounds 
«f flour, 2,739f 



PRODUCE OF POTATOES. 

Seven tons, or 350 bu.«1]eh, is a good crop j but ten tons, or 
dOO busheh, may be grown. 

Townds of J*ottaoes, 
Ten tons, or -----*.--- 23,400 

Pounds of Flour. 

Ten pounds of Potatoes^cont^in one potind ' ~ 

of Flour, - 2,240 

.- Pounds of Bi'tad. 
Which would, if it wtre possible to extract 
the flour, and get it in a dry state, make 
of bread, 2,880 



29^^ Thas the nuirtiiou^ contents of the Pota- 
toes surpasses that of the wheat but by a few 
pounds ; but to get at those contents, unaccompa- 
nied with nine times their weight itk earthy straw, 
and water, is impossible. Nine pounds of earth, 
itraw and water must, then, be swallowed, in order 
to get at the one pound of flour 1 

293. I beg leave to be understood as saying no- 
thing against the cultivation of potatoes ii^ any placei 
or near any place, where there are people willing 
to consulage them at half a dollar a bushel, whea 
wheat is two dollars a bushel. If any one will but 
dirt to eat, and if one can get dirt to him with 
^nore profit than one can get wl^eat to him, leixt^ 
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supply him with dirt by all means. It is hk taste 
to eat dirt ; and, if his taste have nothing immoral 
in it, let him, in the name of all that is ridiculous, 
follow his taste. I know a prime ministery who 
picks his nose and regales himself with the con- 
tents. I solenmly declare this to be true. I have 
witnessed the worse than beastly act scores of 
tknes ; aiidyet, I do not know that he is much more 
of a beast than the greater part of his associates. 
Yet, if this were all; if he were chargeable with 
notMng but this ; if he would confine his smalloinf 
to this, I do not know that the nation would have 
any right to interfere between his nostrils and his 
gullet. 

2.94. Nor do I say that it is filthy to eat Potatoes. 
I do not ridicule the using of them as sauce. What I 
laugh at rs, the idea of the use of them being di saving ; 
of their going further than bread ; of the cultiva- 
tion of them in lieu of wheat adding to the human 
sustenance of a country. This is what I laugh at ; 
and laugh I must as long as I have the above esti- 
mate before me. 

295. As food for cattle, sheep or hog^, this is the 
worst of all the green and root crops ; but, of this I 
have said enough before; and, therefore, I now 
dismiss the Potatoe, with the hope that l shall never 
again have to write the word, or to see the thing. 
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FEEDING COWS, SHEEP, HOGS, JJXD POULTRY • 

296. Cows, — ^With respect to Cows, need we anjr 
further facts than those of Mr. Byrd, to prove how 
advantageous the Swedish Turnip culture must he 
to thode who keep Cows, in order to make butter 
and cheese. The greens come to supply the place 
of grass, and to add a month to the feeding on green 
food. Thej come just at the time when Cows, in 
this country, are let go dry. It is too hard vork to 
squeeze butter out of straw and corn-stalks ; and, 
if you get it out, it would not, pound, for pound, he 
nearly so good as lard, though it would be. full & 
white. To give Cows Jine hisLy no man thinks of; 
and, therefore, dry they must become from Novem- 
ber until March, though a good piece of Cabbages 
added to the Turnip greens would keep them on in 
milk to their caWing ; or, till within a month of it 
at any rate. The bulbs of Swedish Turnips are ^00 
valuabU to give to Cows ; but the Cabbages, which 
are so easily raised^ may be made subservient to 
the use. 

297. Sheep.^^ln the First Part I have said how I 
fed my Sheep upon Swedish Turnips. I have now 
only to add, that, in the case of early lamb for moT' 
ket. Cabbages, and especially Savoys , in February 
and March, would be excellent for the Ewes. Sheep 
love green. In a Turnip field, they never touch 
the bulb, till every bit of ^een is eaten. I would, 
therefore, for this purpose, have some Cabbages, 
and, if possible, of de Savoy kind. 

298. Hog».— This is the main object, when we 
talk of raising green and root crops, no matter how 
near to or how far from th&«pot where the produce 
•f the farm is to be coosuo^. For, pound for 
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pound, the hog is the most valuable animal ; and 
whether fresh or salted, is the most easily convey- 
ed. Swedish Turnips or Cabbages, or Mangle 
Wurzle will fatten an Ox ; but, that which would, 
in four ot fi\Q months fatten the Ox, would keep 
fifteen August Pigs from the grass going to the grasii 
coming, on Long-Island. Look at their worth in 
June^ and compare it with the few dollars that yo^ 
have got by fatting this Ox ; and look also at the 
manure in the two cases. A farmer, on this Island, 
fatted two Oxen, last winter, upon Corn. He told 
me, after he had sold them, that, if he had gvven tha 
Oxen away, and sold the Corn^ he should hsive had 
more money in his pocket. But, if he had kept, 
through the winter, four or five summer Pigt upoQ 
this Corn,wotlld^e^ hava eaten all his Com to no 
purpose ? 1 am aware, that Pigs get something at 
an Ox-stall door ; but, what a process is thii 1 

299. My Hogs are now living wholly upon Swe^ 
dish Turnip greens^ and, though i have taken no 
particular pains about the matter, they look very 
well, and, for store hogs and sows, are as fat as I 
wisHtkem u> b«.. .My English tiojog^ are sleek, and 
fit {oT fresh pork ; and all the hogs not only eat the 
greens but do well upon them. But, observe, I 
give them plenty three times a day. In the forenoon 
we get a good wagon load^ and that is for three 
meak; This is a main thing ; this plenty ; and the 
farmer must see to it with his OWN EYES ; for, 
workmen are all starversy except- of themselves. 
I never had a man in my life, who would not starve 
a Hog, if I would let him ; that is to say, if the food 
was to be got by some labour. You must, there- 
fore, see to this ; or, you do not try the thing at alL 

300. Turnip greens arc, however, by no means 
equal to Cabbages, or even to Cabbage leaves. The 
Cabbage, or even the leaf, is the/rM*< of the plant ; 
which is not the ca^ with the Turnip green. 
Therefore, the latter musty especially when they 
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follow, as food, stiHuner Cabbages, be given in gre^t 
proportionate qaantities. 

, 301. As to the bulb of the Swedish Turnip, I 
have said enough, in the First Part, as food for 
Hogs ; and I should not have mentioned the matter 
again, had I not been visited by two gentlemen, 
who came on purpose (from a great distance) to «ce, 
whether hogs reaily would eat Swedish Turnips I 
Let not the English farmers laugh at this y let them 
not imagine, that the American farmers are a set 
of simpletons on this account : for only about thir- 
ty years ago, the English £Dirmers would not, in- 
deed, have go De a great distance to ascertain the 
fact, but would have said, at once, that the thing 
wa^fahe. It is not more than about four hundred 
years since the Londoners were wholly supplied 
with Cabbages, Spinage, Turnips, Carrots, a^d all 
aoitfl of garden stuff /ram Flanders, And now, I 
luppoie, that one single parish in Kent grows more 
garden stufiT than all Flanders. The first settlers 
came to America long and long before eveix the 
White Turnip made its appearance in the Jields in 
England. The successors of the first settlers trod 
m-the foot-steps of their fathers. The communi- 
qation with England did not bring out good EngUsk 
farmers. Books made little impression unaccom« 
paniedwith actual experi^ients on the spot. It 
was reserved for the Boi^oughmongerst, armed with 
gags, halters and axes, to drive from England ei^- 
perience and public spirit sufficient to introduce the 
culture of the green and root crops to the fieU^ of 
America. . , . 

302. The first gentleman, who came to see whe? 
ther hogs would eat Swedish Turnips, saw some 
Turnips tossed down on the grass to the hogs, 
which were eating sweet litUe loaved Cabbages^ 
However, they eat the Turnips too before they left 
off. The second, who came on the afternoon of the 
game day, saw the hogs eat some bulbs chopped up. 
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The hogs were pretty hungry, and the quantity of 
Turnips small, and there was such a shoving and 
pushing about amongst the hogs to snap up the nits, 
that the gentleman observed, that they " liked them 
as well a$ Com:^[ 

303. In paragraph 134, I related a fact of a 
neighbour of mine in Hampshire having given his 
Swedish Turnips, after they had borne seed^ to some 
lean pigs, and had, with that food, made them fit 
for fresh porky and sold them as such. A gentle- 
man from South- Carolina was here in July last, 
and 1 brought some of mine which had then borne 
seed. They were perfectly sound. The hbgs ate 
them as well as if they had not borne seed. We 
boiled some in the kitchen for dinner ; and they 
appeared as good as those eaten in the winter^ 
This shows clearly how well this root keeps, 

304. Now, these facts being, 1 hope, undoubted, 
is it not surprising, that, in many parts of this fine 
country, it is the rule to keep only one pig far 
every cow ! The cow seems as necessary to the 
pig as the pig's mouth is necessary to his carcass. 
There are, for instance, six cows ; therefore, when 
^y begin to give milk in tiie spring, six pigs are 
set on upon the milk, which is given them 
with a suitable proportion of pot liq^uor (a meat 
pot) and of Rye, or Indian meal^ making a diet far 
superior to that of the families of labouring men in 
England. Thus the pigs go on till the time when 
the cows (for want o£ more food) become dry. 
Then the pigs are shut up and have the new sweet 
Indian C^rn heaped into their styes till they are 
qoite fat, being half fat, mind, all the summer long, 
as they run barking and capering about. Some- 
times they turn su&y^ however, and will not eat 
enough of the Corn ; and well they may, seeing 
that they arc deprived of their wiilA:. Take a child 
from its pap all at once, and you will find, that it 
will not, for a long while, relish its new diet. What 

20* 
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a syfttem ! Bat, if it moat be perseyei^cl in, there 
mighty it ap][»ear8 to me, be a great improvemeDt 
made even m it ; for, the labouf of milking and of 
the subsequeot operations, all being performed by 
women^ is of great inconvenience. Better let each 
pig suck its adopted mather at once, which would 
Sfave a monstrous deal of labour and prevent all 
possibility of waste. . There would be no slopping 
about ; and, which is a ^irime consideratioa in a 
dairy system, there would be c/ean milking ; for, it 
has been proved by Dr. Anderson that the last drop 
18 fourteen times as good as the first drop ; and^ I 
will engage, that the grunting child of the lowing 
mother would have that last drop twenty times a day, 
or would pull the udder from her body. I can 
imagine but one difficulty that caii present itself to 
the mind of one disposed to adopt this improvement ; 
smd that is, the teacbing of the pig to suck the 
cow. This will appear a difficulty to tho^e only, 
who think unjustly of the understandings of pigs; 
and, for their encouragemj^nt, I b^g leave to refer 
i\^em to Daniel's Rural Sports, where they will 
find, that, in Hampshire, Sir John Mildmay'^ 
game-keeper, Toomer, taught a aow to point i^ 

! cartridges and other game ; to quarter her ground 
ike a pointer^ to back the pointers, when she hunt- 
ed with them, and to be, in ^11 respects, thauMcst 
docile pointer of the finest nose.^ This fact is true 
beyond all doubt It is. known to many men now 
alive. Judge, then, how easily a pig .might be taught 
to milk it cow, and what a ^Ksaniing cf.lahouf^ thij 
would produce ! 

305. It is strange what comfort men derive even 
from the deceptions which they practise upon 
themselves. Th^ milk and the fat pot-liquor ^d 
meal are, when put together, called, in Long- Island, 
swilL The 'word com^s from the iarm-housea ia 
England, but it has a new meaning attached to it. 
There it means the mere wask^ the n^ere drink 
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giFen to store hogs. Put, here it means rick 
fatting food. " There, friend Cobbett^" said a 
gentleman to me, as we looked at his |»ggi, in Sep- 
tember kst, '' do thy English pig^look better than 
« these ?" " No,*' said I, " but what do these 
«*^ live on." He said he bad giren them all summer 
" no^^iVtg'but srwilV^ "Ay,** said 1, *«btit wAaf a 
*« awili." It was, for nx pigs^ nothing at all, exr 
cept the milk of six very fine cow5, with a bin of 
shorts cmd i^al always in requisition, and with the 
daily supply of liquor from a pot and a spit tha^ 
boils and turns without counting the cost. 

306. This is very well for those who do not care 
a straw, whether their pork cost them sei^n cents 
a pound or half a dollar a pound ;, and, I like to see 
even the waste ; because it is a proof of the easy 
and happy life of the former. But, when we are 
talking of pf(^Uahle agriculture, we must examine 
this swill tub, and see what it contains. To keep 
pigs lo a profit, you must carry them on fo their fat- 
ting time at^ittle expense. Milk comes from all the 
grass you grow and almost the whole of the dry 
fodder. Five or six cows will sweep a pretty good 
ferm as clean as the turnpike road. Pigs, till Wj 
'meaned must be kept upon good food. My pigs will 
always be fit to go put of the weaning stye at three 
months old. The common pigs require/owr mqnths. 
Then out they go never to be fed again, except On 
gi-ass, greens, oiv roots, till they arrive at the age 
to be fattened.' If they will not keep themselves 
in gnming order ijpon this food, it is better to shoot 
them at once. But, I never yet saw a hog that 
would not. . The difference between the good 66r|t 
and the bad sort, is, that the former will always be 
fat enough ior fresh pork, and the latter will not; 

' and^t^, in the fatting, the former wiH not requite 

i weight for weight of animal) more than half the 
bod that the latter will to make them equally fat 

307. Out of ^e ooilk and meal system another 
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monstrous evil arises. It is seldom that the hogi 
come to a proper ag€ before they are killeid. A hog 
has not ^ot his growth till he is full two years old. 
But, who will, or can, have the patience to see a hog 
eating Long-Island swill for two years ? When a 
hog is only 15 or 16 months old, he will lay on two 
pounds of fat for every one pound that will, out of 
the same quantity of food, be laid on by an eight or 
ten months pi^. Is it not thus with every animal ? 
A stout boy will be like a herring upon the very food 
that would make his father fat, or kill him. How- 
ever, this fact is too notorious to fee insisted on. 

308. Then, the young meat is not so nutritiou^s 
as the did. Steer beef is not neaj'ly so good as ox 
beef. Young wether mutton bears the same pro- 
portion of inferiority to old wether mutton. And, 
what reason is there, that the principle should not 
hold good as to hog-meat ? In Westphalia, where 
the fine hams are madie, the hogs are never killed 
under three years old. In France, where I saw the 
fattest pork I ever saw, they foep their fatting hogs 
to the same age. In France and Germany, the 
people do not eat the hog, as hog: they use the hog 
to put fat into other sorts of meat. They make holes 
in beef, mutton, veal, turkeys and fowls, and, with 
a tin tube, draw in bits of fat bog, which they call 
lard, and, as it is Mfat, hence comes it that we eall 
the inside fat of a hog,'/arci. Their beef and mut- 
ton and veal would be very poor stuff without the 
iud of -the hog ; but, with that aid, they make them 
all exceedingly good. Hence it is, that they arc 
induced to keep their hogs till they have quite done 
groiMng i and, though their sort oi hogs is the very 
worst I ever saw, their hog-meat was the very fattest. 
The common weight in Normandy and Brittany is 
from six to eight hundred pounds. But; the poor 
fcflows there do not slaughter away as the farmers 
do here, ten or a dozen hogs at a time, so that the 
tight makes one wonder whence are ^o come the 
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moaths tp cat the meat. Id. Fraote du lavd is a ' 
thing to mc/l to, mi to eat. I like the eating far 
better than the smelling system ; hut, when we are 
talking about farming for gaiuy we ought to inquire 
liow -any given weight of meat can be obtained at 
the cheapest rate. A hog, in his third year, would> 
on the American plan, suck half a dairy of Cows 
perhaps ; but, then, mind, he would, upon a third 
part ofthe fatting food, w^igh down four Long- tsland 
" shuts,'' the average weight of which is about om 
hundred and fifty pounds. 

309. A hog, upon rich food, will be much bigger 
fU the end of a yfq,r, than a hog upon good growing 
d%et ; but, he will not be bigger at the end of two 
y^ars, and especially at the end o£ three years. 
His size is not to he forced on^ any more than that 
of a child, beyond a certain point 

310. For these reasons, if I were settled as a 
farmer, I would let my hogs have time to come to 
their size. Some fisprts come to it at an earlier pe- 
riod, and this is amongst the good qiualities of my 
Epglisfa hogs ; but, to do the thing^welly^voa thej 
Oi^ht^ to hs^ye mo y^arsio grow in. 

31 K The reader wiU think, that I shall never 
cease talking ^bout hogs; but, I have now done, 
only I will add, that, in keeping hogs in a growing 
state, we must never forget their lodging I A few 
baards, flupg carel-Qsgly oyer a couple of rails, and 
no litter beneath, is not the sort of bed for a bog. 
A place of suitable size, large r.-ither thun smaS, 
well sheltered on every side, covered with a roof 
that lets in no wet or snow. No opening, except 
a door way big enough for a hog to go in j and the 
floor constantly well bedded with le^v^s of trees, 
dry, ov, which is the best tiling, and wlmt a hog 
ie9eTveSy pler^y jof clean straw. When I make np 
pay hogsV lodging place for winter, 1 look well at 
it, and consider, whether, upon a pinch, 1 coukl, for 
ence and away, make shift to lodge in it myself. If 
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I shiver at the thought, the place is not good enough 
for my bogr. It is not in the nature of a hog to 
sleep in the cold. Look at them. You will sie 
them, if they have the means, coiner themselves ever 
for the night. This is what is done by neither 
horse, cow, sheep, d<^ nor cat. And this should 
admonish us to provide hogs with warm and com- 
fortable h>dging. Their sagacity in provli^ 
against cold in the night, when they have it in f^Ua 
power to make such provision, is quite WondelrfbL 
You see them looking about for the warmest spot : 
then they go to work, raking up the litter so as to 
break the wind off ; and when they hav£ done their 
best, they lie down. 1 had a sow that had some pigs 
running about with her in April last. There was 
a place open to her on each side of tbe bam. One 
ikced the East and the other the West ; and, I ob^ 
served, that she sometimes to(^ to dn^ side and 
sometimes to the other. One evening her pigs had 
gone to bed on the East side. She was out eating 
till it began to grow dusk. I saw her go in to her 
pigs, and wa» surprised to seie her come out again ; 
and, therefore, looked a litile to see what she ^was 
^fler.. There was a high heap of dung in the frdnt 
of the bam to the South. She walked up to the top 
of it, raised her nose, turned it very slowly, two 
or three times, from the North East to the North 
West, and back again, and at last, it settled at about 
South East, for a little bit. She then came back, 
and marched away very hastily to her pigS, reused 
them up in a great bustle, add away she tramped 
with them at her heels to the place on the West 
side of the bam. There was so little wind, that I 
could not tell which way it blew, till 1 took up 
some leaves, and tossed them in the air. I then 
found, that it came from the precise point which her 
nose bad settled at. And thus was I convinced, that 
she had come out to^ascertain which way the wind 
came, and finding it likely to make h^r young onef 
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cold ID the night, she had gone and called them vp, 
though it was nearly dark, and taken them off to a 
more comfortahle birth. Was this an imiincHve, or 
was it a reasoning proceeding ? At any rate, let ns 
-^ot treat such animals as if they were stocks and 
stones. 

3 12. Poultry.— I merely mean to observe, at to 
PoBkry, that they jnust be kept away from THmips 
and Cabbages, especially in the early part of the 
growth of these plants. When Turnips are an inch 
or two high a good large flock of Turkeys will de- 
ftroj an acre in half a day in four feet rows. Ducks 
and Geese will do the same. Fowls will do great 
ooischief; If these things cannot be kept out of the 
field, the crop must be abandoned, or the Poultry 
killed. It is tr^ie^ indeed, that it is only near th« 
house that Poultry plague you much ; but, it is 
equally true, that the best and richest land is pre- 
cisely that which is near the house, and this, on 
every account, whether of produce or application, 
is the very land where you ought to have these 
crops. 

313* I am by no means supposing, that Poultry 
ought, in no case, to make part of a farm-stock. I 
am only saying, that they must absolutely be kept 
from green and root crops while they are growing. 
Poultry, if thiscanbe^lone, and if they be properly 
managed, are not only a very convenient resource 
in the way of house-keeping ; but, may yield, in 
certain situations^ great profit as an article for sale. 
But much depends on the management. The quan- 
tities that are raised in France astonish English 
travellers. ThecHmate is finer here than in France, 
for all sorts of Poultry ; yet, I am persuaded, that, 
upon any given quantity of food, the French raised 
ten for one pound of Poultry flesh raised here. 
There is a very fine work on the sufeject in French, 
wJiich I have some notion of setting my son Jamks 
tojramlate mdp^U^ during At enmng wilder. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Prices of Land, Labour, Food and Raiioint. 

S14V Ldad is of yarious prkcft of course. But, 
as 1 am, in this Chapter, addressing myself to Eng- 
lish Farmers^ I am not speaking of the price of la^ 
in the 'ODtldemesseSy nor of land in the immediate vi- 
cinage of great cities. The wilderness price is 
two or three dollars an acre ; the city price fouir 
or five hundred. The land at the same dist^ce 
from New- York that Chelsea ia from London is df 
hi^ier price than the land at Chelsea. The sur- 
prising growth of these cities, and the brilliant pros; 
pect before them give value to ^very thing that is 
situated in or near them. 

316. It is my intention, however, to speak only 
e£ farming land. This, too, is, of course,' affected 
in its value by the circumstance of distance from 
market ; but, the reader will make his^ own calcula- 
tions as to this matter. A farm, then, on this Island, 
any where not nearer than thirty miles off, and not 
more distant than sixty miles from, i^ew- York, with 
a good farm-house, barn, stables, sheds and styes ; 
the land fenced into fields with posts and rails, the 
wood land being in the proportion of One to ten of 
the arable land, and there bemg on the farm a pretty 
good orchard ; such a farm, if the land be in a good 
state, and of an average quality, is worth sixty doU 
lam an acre, or thirteen pounds sterling ; of course, 
a farm of a hundred acres would cost one thousand 
three hundred pounds. The ridi land on the nech 
and hays, where there are meadowsy and surprisingly 
productive orchards, and where there is water car- 
Hag^, are worth, in some cases, three or four timfes 
this price. But what I have said will be sufficient 
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tp enable tke reader to form a pretty correct judg- 
ifent on the subject. In New-Jersey, in Pennsyl- 
raitta, and every where , the price differs with ihe 
circum3tances of water carriage, quality of land, 
jmd distance from market. 

316. When I say a good farm-house, 1 mean a 
house a great deal better than the general run of 
farm-houses in En^and. More neatly finished on 
the inside. More in a parlour sort of style ; though, . 
round about the house, things do not look so neat 
and tight at in England. Even in Pennsylvania, 
and among the Quakers too, there is a sort of out- 
of-doors slovenliness, .which is never,, hardly, sees 
in England. You see bits of wood, timber, boards, 
chips, lying about, here and there, and pigs and 
ieattle trampling about in a sort of confusion, which 
would make an E^lish farmer fret himself to death ; 
bat which is here seen with great placidness. The 
out buildings, except the barns, and except in the 
finest counties of Pennsylvania, are not so nume- 
rous, or so capacious, as \a England, in proportion 
to the size of the farms. The reason is, that the 
Tveatker is so dry. Catjtle need not covering a twen* 
tieth part so much as in England, except hogs, 
which must be twirm as well as dry. However, 
these share with the rest, and very little covexing 
they yet. 

317. Labour is the great article of expense upon 
a form ; yet it is not nearly so great as in England, 
in proportion to the amount of the produce of a 
farm, especially if the poor-rates be, in both cases^ 
included. However, speaking of the positive wa- 
ges, a good farm -labourer has twenty ^five pounds 
sterling a year^ and his board and lodging ; and a 
good day labourer has, upon an average, a dollar a 
day. A woman servant, in a farm-house, has from 
forty to fifty dollars a year, or eleven pounds ster- 
ling. These are the average of the wages through- 
t)ut the country. But, then, mind, the farmer has 

21 
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nothing (for, really, it is not worth m^atiomngjjto 
pay in poor-rates-; which, in England, must^.always 
be added to the wages that a farmer pays ; ^d, 
sometimes, they far exceed the wages^ 

318. It is, too, of importance to know, t^hat sort 
of labourers these Americans are ; for, though a 
labourer is a labourer, sjill there is some difference 
in them ; and, these Americans are the best that I 

^ ever saw. They mow four acres of oats, wheut, rye^ 
or barley in a day, and, with a cradle, lay it so 
smooth in the swarths, that it is tied up in sheaves 
with the greatest neatness and ease. They mow 
two acres and a half of grass in a day. And they da 
the work well. And the crops, upon an average, 
are all, except the wheat, as heavy as in En^nd. 
The English farmer will want nothing more than 
these facts to convince him, that the labour, after 
all, is not sa very dear. 

319. The causes of these performanceis, so far 
beyond those in England, is, first, the men are tall 
and welHbuilt ; they are long rather th^n fleshy ; and 
they live, as to food, as well as man can live. And 
secondly, they have been educated to do much in a 
day. The farmer here generally is at the head of 
his '' 6oy5," as they. In the kind language of the 
<:ountry, are called. Here is the best of examples. 
My old and beloved friend, Mr. James Paul, used, 
at the age of nearly sixty to go ai the head of his 
mowers, though his fine farm was his own,Tnicl 
though he might, in other respects, be called a rich 
man ; and, I have heard, that Mr. Elias Hicks, 
the famous Quaker preacher, who lives about nine 
miles from this spot, has, this year, at seventy years 
of age, cradled down four acres of rye in one day. 
I wish some of the |7reacftcr» of other descriptions, 
especially our fat parsons in England, would think a 
little of this, and would betake themselves to " work 
*« with their handsthe things which be good, that they 
" may have to give to him who needeth," and nol 
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fon any longer gormandizing and awiiling tipon 
e labour of those who need. 

3B0. Besides the great quantity of work per- 
formed by the American labourer, his skilly the ver- 
satility of his talent, is a great thing. Every man 
can use an aac, a sawy and a hammer* Scarcely one 
who camM>t do any job attrough carpentering, and 
mend a plough or a wagon. Very few indeed, who 
cannot kill and dress pigs and sheep, and many of,. 
them oxen and calves. Every farmer is a neat 
butcher ; a butcher for market ; and, of course, 
" the boys" must learn. This is a great conve- 
nience. It makes you so independent as to a main 
part of the means of house-keeping. All ^^ plough- 
men. In short, a good labourer here, can do any 
thing that Is to be done upon a farm. 

321. The operations necessary in miniature cul- 
tivation they are very awkward at. The gardens 
are ploughed in general. The American labourers 
Qse a apade in a very awkward manner* They 
poke the earth about as if they had no eyes ; and toil 
and muck themselves half to death to dig as mucb 
ground in a day as a Sorry man would dig in about 
an hour of hard work. Banking, hedging, they 
know nothing about. They have no idea of the 
use of a bill hook, which is so adroitly used in the 
coppices of Hampshire and Sussex. An ax is their 
tool, and with that tool, at cutting doTsm trees or 
cutting them up, they will do ten times as much in a 
day as any other men that I ever saw. Set one of 
these men on upon a wood of timber trees, and his 
slaughter will astonish you. A neighbour of mine 
tells a story of an Irishman, wbo could do any things 
and whom, therefore, to begin with, the employer 
sent into the wood to cut down a load of wood to 
burn. He staid a long while aWay with the team, 
and the farmer went to him, fearing some accident 
had happened. " What are you about all this time," 
saidth^ farmer. The man was hacking away at a 
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hickory tree, but bad not got it half down ; and that 
was an he had done. Ah American, black or white, 
would have had two or three trees cut down, cut up 
into lengths, put upon the carriage, and brought 
hoxne^ in the time. 

322. So that our men, who come from England, 
must not expect, that, in these common labours of 
the country, they are to surpass, or even e^ual, 

^iihese " FatiA^es," who, of aft men, that I ever saw, 
arc the most active and the most 'hardy. They 
skip over a fence Kke a gray-hound. They will 
catch you a pig in an open field by racing him 
down ; and they are afraid of nothing. This was 
the sort of stuff that filled the frigates of Decahtr, 
Hull, and Bainbridge. No wonder that they tri- 
timphed, when opposed to poor pressed creatures, 
worn out by length of service and Hi usage, and 
encouraged by no hope of fair play. My Lord 
Cochrane said, in his place in parliament, that it 
would be so ; and so it was. Poor Cashman, that 
brave Inthman, with his dying breath, accused the 
government and the merchants of England of with- 
holding from him his pittance of prize money ! 
Ought not such a vile, robbing, murderous system 
to be destroyed ? 

323. Of the same active, hardy and brave stuff,, 
too, was composed the army of Jackson, who drove [^ 
the invaders into the' Gulf of Mexico, and whtf^^ 
would have driven into the same Gulf the arfny 
of Waterloo, and the heroic gentleman, who letft 
his hand in the murder of Marshal Ney, This is 
the stuff that stands between the rascals, called the 
Holy Alliance, and the slavery of the whole civi- 
lized world. This is the stuff that gives us English- 
men an asylum ; that gives us time to breathe ; that 
enables us to deal our tyrants blows, which, with- 
out the existence of this stuff, they never could re- 
ceive. This America, this scene of happiness un- 
der a free government, is^ the beam i^ the eye, the 



Ollflit>. IX. TOOJy^ AND llAI||fEKT. 229 

thorn io the side, the wonn in the vitals, of every 
despot upon the face of the earth. 

524. An American labourer is not regulated, at 
to time, by clocks and watches. The iun, who sel- 
dom hides his face, tells him when to begin in the 
morning and when to leave off at night. He has a 
dollar, a whole d(Mar, for hi» work ; buTthen it is 
the work of a whole d^. Here is no dispute about ^ 
hours* ** Hours were made for stejc«," is an old ' 
saying ; and, really, they seem here to act upon k 
as a practical maxim. This is a great thing in agri- 
<^ultural affairs. It prevents so many disputes. It 
removes^ so great a cause of disagreement. The 
American labourers, like the tavern-keepers, are 
never servile but always civil. Neither boorishness 
nor meanness mark their character. They never 
creep and fawn ; and are never rude. Employed 
about your house as day-labourers, they never 
come to interlope for victuals or drink. They have 
no idea of such a thing. Their pride would re- 
strain them if their plenty did not ; and, thus would 
it be with all labourers, in all countries, were they 
left to enjoy the fair produce of their labour. Full 
pocket or empty pocket, these American labourers 
are always the same men ; no saucy cowing in the 
fone case, and no base crawUng in the other. This, 
-Igo, arises from the free institutions of government. 
% man has a voice because he is a man^ and not be- 
cause he is the possessor of money. And, shall I 
never see English labourers in this happy state ? 

325. Let those English farmers, who love to see 
a poor wretched labourer stand trembling before 
them with his hat off, and who think no more of him 
than of a dog, remain where they are ; or, go off, 
on the Oavalry horses, to the devil at once, if they 
wish to avoid the tax-gatherer ; for, they would 
here, meet with so many mortifications, that they 
would,^ to a certainty, hang themselves in a mouth. 

326. There are some, and even many, farmers^ 
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who do not work thtmselves in the fields. But, tbey all 
attend to the thing, and ar« all equally civil to their 
working people- They manage their affairs very 
judicious]^. Little diking. Orders plainly giten 
in few words, and In « decided tooe. This is tl^r 
only secret 

327. Their caUlt and implements used in hns- 
^ bandry are cheaper than in England ; that is to 

^" say, lower priced. The wear and tear not nearly 
half so much as upon a farm in England of the same 
size. The climate, the soil, the gentleness and 
docility of the horses and oxen, the lightness of the 
wagons and carts, the lightness and toughness of 
the TS70o^ of which husbandry implements are made, 
the simplicity of the harness, and, above all, the 
ingenuity and handiness of the workmea in repair* 
ingi and in makingMft ; all these make the imple- 
ments a matter of very little note. Where horses 
are kept, the shoeing of them is the most serious 
head of expense. 

328. The first business of a farmer is here, and 
ought to be every where, to live well^ to live in 
ease and plenty ; to ** keep hospitality " as the old 
English saying was. To save money is a secondary 
consideration ; but, any English farmer, who is a 
good farmer there, may, if he will bring his indus^ 
try and care with him, liv6 in ease and plenty 
here, and keep hospitality, and save a great parcel 
of money too. If he have the Jack-Daw taste for 
heaping little round things together in a hole, or 
chest, he may follow his taste. I have often 
thought of my good neighbour, John Gater, who, 
if he were here, with his pretty chipped hedges, 
his garden-looking fields, and Jiis neat homesteads, 
would have visiters from far and near ; and, while 
every one would admire and praise, no soul would 
envy him his possessions* Mr. Gater would soen 

, have all these thin^. The hedges only %ant 
planting ; and he would fe«l 30 comfortably to knw 
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that the Botley Parson coiild never again poke his 
no3einto his sheep fold or his pig-stye. HoweVer, 
let me hope, rather, that the destruction of the 
Borough-tyranny, will soon make England a coun- 
try fit for an honest and industrious man to lire in. 
Let me hope, that a relief from grinding taxation 
will soon relief e men of their fears of dying in po- 
verty, and will, thereby restore to England that^ 
** hospitality j*^ for which she was once famed, but 
which now really exists no inhere but in America. 
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CHAP. X. 
Expenses of House-keeping. 

329. It must be obvious, that these must be id 
proportion to the number in family, and to the style 
of living. Therefore, every one knowing how he 
stands in these two respects, the best thing for me 
to do is to give an account of the prices of house- 
rent, food, raiment, and servants ; or, as they are 
called here, helpers. 

330. In the great cities and towns house-rent i« 
very high priced ; but, then, nobody but mad peo- 
ple live there except they have business there, and 
then, they are paid back their rent in the profits of 
that business. This is so plain a matter, that no ar- 
gument is necessary. It is unnecessary to speak 
about the expenses of z farm-house ; because, the 
farmer eats, and very frequently wears, his own 
produce. If these be high priced, so is that part 
which he sells. Thus both ends meet with him. 

331. I am, therefore, supposing the csiie of a 
man, who follows no business, and who lives upon 
what he has got. In England he cannot eat and 
drink and wear the interest of his money ; for the 
Borough-mongers have pawned half his income, 
and they will have it, or his blood. He wishes to 
escape from this alternative. He wishes to keep 
his blood, and enjoy his money too. He would 
come to America ; but he does not know, whether 
prices here will not make up for the robbery of the 
Borough-villains ; and he wishes to know, too, 
what^ort of society he is going into. Of the latter I 
will speak in the next Chapter. 

332. The price of house-rent and fuel is, any 
where at more than three miles from New- York, a9 
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low as it is at the saffle distance from any great city 
er town in England. The price of wheaten bread 
is a third lower than it is in any part of England. 
The price of beef, mutton, lamb^ veal, small pork, 
hog-meat, poultry, is one half the London price, the 
first is as good, the two next very nearly as good, 
and ^1 the rest fat, very far, better than in London. 
The sheep and lambs that I now kill for my house 
are as fat as any that I ever saw in all my life : and 
they have been rupniiig in wild ground, wholly un- 
cultivated for many years, all the summer. A lamb 
killed the week before last, weighing in the whole, 
Ihirty-^ight pounds, had ^ve pounds of loose fat and 
three pounds and ten ountes of suet. We cut a pound 
o(solid fat from each breast, and, after that it was too 
fat to be pleasant to eat. My flock beii]^ very small, 
forty, or thereabouts, of some neighbours joined 
them ; and they have all got fat together. I have 
missed the interlopers lately. I suppose the " York- 
ers" have eaten them up by this time. What they 
have fattened on except brambles and cedars, I am 
. sure I do not know. If any Englishman should be 
afraid thathewill find no roast-beef here, it may be 
sufficient to tell him, that an Ox was killed, last 
winter, at Philadelphia, the quarters of which, 
weighed two thousand, two hundred, and some odd 
pounds, and he was sold TO THE BUTCHER for 
one thousand three hundred dollars. This is proof 
enough of the spirit of enterprise, and of the dis- 
position in the public to encourage it. I believe 
this to have been the fattest Ox that ever was killed 
in the world. Three times af much money, or, 
perhaps, ten times as much, might have been made 
if the Ox had been shown for money. But, this the 
owner would not permit ; and he sold the Ox on 
that condition. I need hardly say that the owner 
was a Qwafeer. New Jersey had the honour of 
producing this Ox, and the owner's name was JOB 
TYLER. 
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333. That there m^st be good bread in Ameri- 
ca is pretty evident from the well known fact that 
hundreds of thousands of barrels of flour are, most 
years, sent to England, finer than any that England 
can produce. And, having now provided the two 
principal articles, I will suppose, as a matter of 
course, that a gentleman wUi have a garden^ an or- 
chard, and a cow or two ; but, if he should be able 
(no easy matter) to find a genteel country-house 
without these conveniences, he »ay buy buttery 
cheaper, and, upon an average, better than in Eng- 
land. The garden stufi*, if he send to New-York 
for it, he must buy pretty dear ; and, faith, hBoughi 
to buy i^ dear, if he will not have some planted and 
preserved. 

334. Oieese, of Cheshire in Massachusetts, I have 
bought as good of Mr. Stickler of New- York as I 
ever tasted in all my life : and, indeed, no better 
cheese need be wished for than what is now made 
in this country. The average price is about se^en 
pence apound, (English money,) which is much low- 
er than even middling cheese in England. Per* 
haps, generally speakings the cheese here is not so 
good as the better kinds in England ; but, there is 
none here so poor as the poorest in England. 
Indeed the people would not eat it, which is the best 
security against its being made. Mind, I state dis- 
tinctly that as good cheese as I ever tasted, if not 
the best, was of American produce. 1 know the 
article well. Bread and cheese dinners have been 
the dinners a good fourth of my life. 1 know the 
Cheshire, Gloucest^, Wiltshire, Stilton, and-tiie 
Parmason ; and I never tasted better than Ameri- 
can cheese, bought of Mr. Stickler, In Broad* 
Street, New- York. And, indeed, why should it not 
be thus in a country where the pasture is so rich ; 
where the sun warms every thing into sweetness ; 
where the cattle eat the grass close under the shade 
of the thickest treesy which we know well they will 
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not do in England ? Take any fruit which has grown 
' in tbe shade in England, and joa will find ihdX it 
has not half the sweetness in it, that there is in 
fruit of the same bulk, grown in the sun. But, 
here the sun sends his heat down through all the 
booghs^ and leaves. The manufacturing of cheese 
is not yet generally, brought in this country, to the 
English perfection ; but, here are all the materials, 
and the rest will soon follow. 

' 335. Qrocerns, as they are called, are, upon an 
leverage, at far less than half the English price. 
Tea, sugar, coffee, spices, chocolate, cocoa, salt, 
sweet oil : all free of *t^ boroughmongers' taxes 
and their spawn, aresocneap as to be within the 
reach of every one. Chocolate, which is a treat 
to the rich, in England, is here used even by the ne- 
groes. Sweet oil, raisins, currants ; all the things 
. from the Levant, are not a fourth or fifth of the 
English price. The English people, who pay enor- 
mously to keep possession of the East and West- 
Indies, purchase the produce even of tbe EngUsh 
possessions at a price double of that which the 
Americans give for that very produce ! What a hell- 
ish oppression must that people live under ! Can- 
dles and soap (quality for quality) are half the Eng- 
lish price. Wax candles (beautiful,) are at a third 
of the English price. It is no very great piece of 
extravagance to burn wax candles constantly here, 
and it is frequently done by genteel people, who 
do not make their own candles. 

336. Fish I have not mentioned, because fish is 
not tvery where to be had in abundance. But, any 
where near the coast it is ; and, it is so cheap, that 
one wonders how it can be brought to market for 
the money. Fine Black-rock, as good, at least, as 
Codfish, I have seen sold, and in cold weather too, 
at an English farthing a pound. They now bring us 
fine fish round the country to our doors, at an En- 
glish Aree pence a pound. I believe they count 
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jS^ or sixty sorts of fish in New- York market, as 
the average. Oysters, other shell-fish, called 
Clams. In short, the variety and abundance are 
such that I cannot describe them. 

337. An idea of the state af plenty may be formed 
from these facts ; nobody but the free negroes who 
have iamiUes ever think of eating asheep^sheqdand 
pluck. It is seldom that Oxes^ heads are used at 
home, or sold, aud never in the country. In the 
course of the year hundreds of calves^ heacts^ large 
bits and whole joints of meat^ are left on the sham- 
bles, at New- York, for any body te take away that 
will. They generally fall to the share of the street 
hogSy a thousand or two of .which are constantly /oU^ 
ting in New- York on th# meat and fish fiung out of 
the houses. I shall be told, that it is only in hot 
weather^ that the shambles are left thus garnished. 
Very true ; but, are the shambles of any other ^ 
country thus garnished in hot weather ? Oh ! no ! ' 
If it were not for the superabundance, all thegpod 
would be sold at some price or other. 

338. After bread, flesh, fish, fowl, butter, cheese 
and groceries, con>es fruit. Apples, pears,, cher- 
ries, peaches at a. tenth part of the English price* 
The other day I met a man going to market with a 
wagon load of winter pears, JHe had high boai^ds 
on the sides of the wagon, and his wagon held 
about 40 or 60 bushels. I have bought very good 
apples this year iar four pence half penny (English) 
a bushel to boil for little pigs. Besides these, 
strawberries grow wild in abundance ; but, no one 
would take the tr<y|ble to get them. Huckleb^riei 
in the woods in great abundance, chestnuts all over 
the country. Four pence halfpenny (English) ,m 
quart for these latter. Cranberries, the finest 
fruit for tarts that ever gnew, are bought for about 
ad6llar abushei, and they will keep, flung downia 
the corner of a room, for five months in the year. 
4^ a sauce to venison or mutton, they areas good 
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at dutYant jelly. "Pine apples in abuiidaoce, for 
several months in tiie year, at an average of an En- 
gKsb shilling each. Melons at an average of an 
English eiglrt pence. In short, what is there not 
in the way of fruit ? All excellent of their kinds 
aitd all for a mere trifle, compared to what they cost 
n^ England. 

359. I am afraid to speak of drink,' lest I should 
be supposed to countenance the common use of it. 
But, protesUng most decidedly against this conclu- 
sion, I proceed to inform tho^e, who are not content 
with the Cow for vintner and brewer, that all the 
materials for makihg people drunk, or muddle 
headed, are much cheaper here than in England. 
Beer 9 good ate, I mean, a great deal better than the 
GMimon public-house beer in England ; in short, 
good, strong, <:lear ale^ is, at New- York, eight dol- 
ls» fl bari^el ; that is, nhtmi fourteen English pence 
a gdllon* Brew yourself, in the country, ana it is 
^kH>i$t' seven Eiiglish fence a gallon ; that is to say, 
leu ^n iwo pence ($ quart. No Boroughmonger'tf 
tax on malt, hops, or beer! Portugal wine is 
abbut half' the price that it is in Engkmd. French 
wtne^a sixth part of the En^sh price. Brandy 
aad R*um about the same in proportion ; and the ' 
common spirits of the codntry -are about three 
shillings and six pence (English) a g-aZion. Come 
ouj then, if you love toping; for here you may 
dri»k yourselves blind at the price of six pence. , 

340. Wearing apparel comes chiefly from Eng- 
land, and iall the materials of dress are as cheap as , 
they are there ; for, though there is a duty laid on 
the importation?, the absence of taxes and the'cheap 
food and drink enable the retailer to 9>H a« low here 
as there. Shoes are cheaper than in England ; ibr, 
though shoe-makers are well paid for their labour, 
there is no borougb-villain to tax the leather* All 
the India and French goods are at half the English 
price. Here no rafl&an can seize you by the throaj^ 
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md tear off y<mr suspected handkere^Bsf- H«rft 
Sjgnor Waithman, or any body in that Bbe, ought 
have sold French gloves and shawls without bekig 
tempted to quit the field of politics as a compronus^ 
with the government \ and withoat any breach-©f 
covenants after being snffered to escape with ^nly 
a gentle squeeze. 

341. He^ekdd fumtittre all cheaper than ill 
England. Mahogany timber a third part of the Eng^ 
tish price. The distance shorter to bring it, add 
the tax next to notUng on importation. T^e wo&dM 
here, the pine, the a^, the white-oak, the walmtt, 
the tpiip-tree, and many others, dl excellent The 
workman paid high wages, but no tax. No^boroug^n ' 
villains to share in the amount of the price. , 

54^. Horses, carriages, harness^ aHasgood^M 
gay, and chei^er than in En^and. I hardly ever 
saw a r^ in this country. The hacluiey -coach 
hordes, and the coaches themselves, at New- York, , 
bear no resemblance to things of the same name id 
London. The former are all good, 80und,xle8n, 
and handsome. What the latter are I need descriJ^ 
in no other way than to say, that the coach^se^ 
fit for nothing but the fire^ and the horses tor tfie 
dogs. 

343. Domestic Servants / This is a weighty arti- 
cle : not in the cost^ however, so much as in the 
plague. A good man servant is worth thirty pounds 
sterling a year ; and a good tvonurn tervant^-twetUy 
* pounds sterling a year. But, this ia^not 9M'\ for, in 
the first place, they will hire only by the mondt. 
This is what they, in fact, do in England ; for» there 
^^ can quit at a month's warmng. The man will 
liot wear a livery, any more tlmn he wiU wearj^ 
halter round his neck. This is no great matte^ 
for, as your neighbours' men are of the same taste, 
you expose yourself to no humiliation on thisiscore. 
Neither men nor women will allow you to call ihim 
servants^ ai^ they will take especitd care not to 
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. eall thei&lplv^ bv that name. This seems some- 
thing very capricions, at the least ; and, as people ' 
in such situations of life, really arc servants, accord- 
ing to even the sense which Moses gives to the 
word, when he forbids the working of the man ser- 
vant anil the mdid servant, the ohjection, the rooted 
aversion to the name^ seems to bespeak a mjxture 
o£ false pride and of insolence^ neither of which be- 
long to tbe American character, even in the lowest 
.walks of life. I will, therefore, explain the cause 
«f.this dtsHke of the name a£ servant. When this 
country was first settled, there were no people that 
kUiOured for other people ; but, as man is always 
trying to throw the~ working part off his own shoul- 
ders, as^we see by the conduct oiprieits in all ages^ 
negroes were soon introduced. EngH^tmen, who 
hskd fled from tyranny at home, were naturally shy 
of calling other men their slaves ; and, therefore^ 
*^ for more grace ^"^ as Master Matthew says in the 
play, they called their slaves seroanX^, But, though 
1 ddubt not that this device was quite efficient in 
feting their own consciences, it gave rise to the 
notion, that slave and urvaM meant one and tbe 
same thing, a conclusion pei^tly natural and di* 
rectly deducible from the premises. Hence every 
free man and woman have rejected with just disdain 
^ appellation of servant. One would, think, how- 
over, that they might be reconciled to it by the 
^'Conduct <}(Bome ^ their superiors in life, who» 
without thesm^llest apparent reluctance, calHhem-' 
t^ves ^^Public Servants^*" in imitation, I suppojse, 
of English Ministers and his Holiness, the Pope, 
who, in the excess of his humiUtj, calls himself, 
** the Servant of the Servants of the Lord.*^ But, per- 
haps, the American domestics have observed, that 
^ Public Servant'* really means master. Be the 
c^se what it may, however, they continue most 
obstinately to scout the name of servant; and, 
though they slHl keep a civil tongue in their head. 
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there is .not one of A^ that wi}l ool,xe8€;nt jthe^ 
fi^bnt with more bitterness than any other that iOu 
can offer. The man, therefore, who woold q!k% 
h^rately offer such an affront must be a fool. But, 
there is an inconvenience far greater than th],t. 
People in general are so comfortably situated, th^ 
rery few, and those who are not pushed hard^ .wjtl 
become domestics to any body. Sd that, generalW 
•peaking, domestics of both sexes are far from gooa. 
They are honest ; but they are not Qhedtent ^h^y , 
are careless. Wanting frequently in the greater, 
part of those qualities, which make their .services 
conducive to the neatness of houses atvd comfoH of 
ikmilies. What a difference would it n^ake in tbii 
country, if it could be suppled with nice, cban, du; 
tiful English maid servants ! As to the mefif it doet 
not much signify ; but, for the want of the. maid% 
^othing, but the absence of grinding t£U(ati6n, ca^ 
compensate. As to bringing some with you, it is as 
Hirild a project as it would be to try to carry thet 
sunbeams to England. They will begin to change 
before the ship gets oh soundings ; and, before they 
have been here a month, you must turn them out 
of doors, or they will you* If, by any chance, you 
Jind them here^ it may do ^ but bring them .out anij 
keep them you cannot. The best way is to put oa 
your philosophy ; never to look at this evil witb^. 
out, at the same time, looking at the many gooi 
things that you find here. Make the best selection 
you can. Give good wages, not too much work> 
and resolve, at alt events, to ireat them with civility. 
344. However, what is this plague, codE^pared with 
. that of the pax-gatherer? What.b this plague* com- 
pared with the constant sight of beggars and pau- 
pers, and the constant dread of beconung a pauper 
or beggar yourself? If your commands are liot 
obeyed with such alacrity as in England, you have, 
at any rate, liobody io co'mviand you. You are »ot 
•rdered to ** stand and deliver'^ twenty or thirty 
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times in the year by the insolent ngent of Borough- 
thongers. No one comes to forbid yoa to open^or 
shut up a window. No insolent set of Conunission- 
ers send their order for you to dance attendance 
on tiietn, to show cause- why they should not douhU 
tax you ; and, when you have shown cause » eveii 
ou your oath, make you pay the tax, laugh in your, 
lace, and leave you an appeal from themselves to 
al^other set, deriving their authority from the same 
source, and having a similar interest in oppressing 
you, and thus laying your property prostrate be- 
neath the hoof of an insolent and remorseless ty- 
ranny. Free, wholly free, from this tantalizing^ 
this grinding, this odious curse, what need you care^ 
about the petty plagues of Domestic Servants ? 

345. However, as (here are some men and some 
wom^, who can never be at hearts' ease, unless 
they have fhe power of domineering over somebody 
or other, and who will rather be slaves themselves 
thaQ not have it in their power to treat others as 
slaves, it becomes a man of fortune, proposing to 
emigrate to America, to consider soberly, whether 
he, or his wife, be of this taste ; and, if the result 
of his consideration be in the affirmative, his best 
way will be to continue to live under the Borough* 
mongers, or, which I would rather recommend, 
kang himself at once* 
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CHAPTER XI, 

MAVVtESf CUSTOMS AND CHARACTER OF THE P^aF]:.C» 

346. All these are, generally spea^ng, tbe soaae 
as tbose of the people of England. Thfr JPFenOh caS 
this people Les Jinglo-Americami ; anid, indeed^ 
what are they else ? . Of the manners and cnstooMr 
somewhat peculiar to America I har^ saidso mmh} 
here and there, in former Chapters, that 1 (^an 
terdly say any thing new here upon those rms^ersu- 
But ;; as Society \^ naturally a great thing with^.a 
gentleman, who thinks of coming hither with #wiJe. 
and children, I will endeavour to describe the so^cir 
ety that he will find here. To give- ^e^eraZ de*- 
/K^ription is not so satisfactory as it is todeal a little 
in particular instances ; to tell of what one. has s^ea 
and experienced. This is what i shall dp^ andj m: 
this Chapter I wish to be regsyrded as add^e^^ng, 
myself to a most worthy and public, spirited gentle- 
man of moderate fortune, ui Lcinc&shirey who, with 
4 large family, nowb£dances,9vheiherhe shall come; 
•r stay. 

847. Now, theuj^ my dear Sir, this people c<mi- 
tains very few persons very much raisjEMl in men^s 
(estimation, above the general mass ; for, though 
Uiere are some men of immense fortunes, their 
wealth does very little indeed in the way of pur- 
chasing evep the outward sigps of respect ; and, as 
to udulationi it is not to b^ purchased with money. 
Men, be they what they paay, are generally called 
by their two names, without any thing prefixed or 
added. I am one of the greatest me^ in this coon- . 
try at present ; for people in gener^ call me ** Cob- 
bitt,^^ though the Qjtiakers provokingly persev^ve 
in putting the fVillium before it, and my old friends 
jn reniwylvasiia, \weevcaijtheword^«%, which, iia^ 
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tbe very sound of the letters, is ao antidote to ere- 

ry thing like thirst for distinction. 

348: Fielding, in one of his romances, ohserves^ ^ 

that there are but few cases, in which a husband can 

be Justified in availing himsdf of the right whicfr 

the law gives him to bestow manual chastisement 

wpoii^faiai wlf0, and^that one of these, he thinks, is^ 

when any pretensions to superiority of blood make ^ 

their appearance in her language and conduct. 

They have a' better cure for this malady here ; 

ii2U»ely ; ^ent, but in^uile contempt, 

349. It is supposed^ m England, that this equali- 
ty of estimation must beget a general coarseness and ^ 

rudeness of behaviour. Never was there a great* 

er mistake. No man likes to be treated with dis-' 

respect ; and, when he finds, that he can obtain re- , 

spect only by treating others with respect, he will 

^se that only means. When he finds that neither 

haughtiness nor wealth will bring him a civil word, 

he becomes civil himself ; and, I repeat it again and 

again, this is a country of universal civility. 

SBO. The causes oi hypocrisy are the fear of loss 
and the hope of gain. Men crawl to those, whom, 
io^ their hearts they despise, because they fear the 
effects of their ill-will and hope to gain by their 
good'wilL ' The circumstances of all ranks are so * 

easy here, that there is no cause for hypocrisy ; 
and the thing is not of so fascinating a nature, that 
men shquld k»ve it for its own sake. 

351. The boasting of wealth and the endeavour- 
ing ta disguise poverty, these two acts, so painiul 
to contemplate, are almost total strangers m this 
country ; for, na man can jgain adulation or respect 
by wesd^, because no inan sees any dreadful ef- 
fects arising from poverty. 

d52. That anxifius eagerness to get on, which is sel- 
doorunaccompanied with some degree ofenvy of more 
•uccessfiil neighbours, and which has its foundation 
first m m dr^ad offu^re wdni^iuid next in a dtsire 
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anxious eagerness, so unamiable in itself, so nn- 
jf^easant an inmate of the breast, so great a sourer 
of the temper, is a stranger to America, where acr 
cidents and losses, whicli woiild drive an£n^i^- 
man half mad, produce but very little agitation* , ^ 
363. From the absence of so many causdi of un* 
t^iness, of cnry, of jealousry, of rival»hi|> and of 
mutual <hslike, society^ that is to say, the intercourse 
between man and man, and family and feanly, be- 
comes easy and pleasant ; while the universal pte!)tj 
is the cause of universal hospitality. I^now, and 
have never known but little of the people in the' 
cities and towns in America; but the diifi^rence 
between them and the people in the country call 
only be such as is found in all other countries. As 
to the manner of living in the country, I wgis, the 
other day, at a gentleman's house, and I asked the 
lady for her hill of fare for the yedr. I svw fourteen 
iat ho^, weighing about twenty score a piece ^ which 
were to come into ^e house the next Monday ; for 
here they slaughter them all in one day. This led 
me to ask, "Why in God's name, What do you eet 
•♦ in a year ?" ^ The bill of fare was this, for this 
present year : about this same quantity of hog, mtat ; 
four beeves^ and forty-siX fet sheep ! Besides the 
sucking-pigs^ of which we had then one on the ta- 
l^e, besides lambs\ and besides the produce of $e* 
venty hen fowls y vloX to mention good parcels kjf 
geesBy ducksy and turkeys^ but, not to forget a gar- 
den of three quarters of an acre ^d the butter ^ten 
€ows, not one ounee ^f which is ever ^dW/ What - 
do you think af that ? Why, you will »ay,: this mtist 
be some great ^ over-grown^ farmer, that had shal- 
lowed up half the country 5 orsome nabob boH a£ 
merchant. Nqt at all. He has only one hundttd 
andfftyfour acres of land! All he cOQsunies i»ef 
the produce of this land, and he4ives in the 
house that his Ens^ish<»borii grand-father liredia^ 
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J 3:54. W^h tlie bogs are kiHeit, tire b^a«e is foil 
of work- The aides are salted down as pork. The 
baiQs are smoked. The lean meats are made inta 
fltaus9ges,Lof which, in this family, they make about 
toH) hundred weishU These latter, with boiled fish| 
tggs, dried beef; dried mutton, slices of ham,tongue| 
bread, batter, cheese, short cakes, bnckwheat 
cakes, sweet meats of various sorts, and many other 
thin^, mak^ up the breakfa$t fare of the year^ 
tboHgh by way of mtdce weighty a dpish of beef -steaks 
is frequenUy added, 

id5. When one sees this sort of living, with the 
boases full of good beds ready for the guests as 
well as the family to sleep in, we cannot help per- 
ceiving, that this is that " English Hespitaliiy^^^ of 
lir)uch we have read so much : but, which borough* 
ttongers' taxes and parsons have long since driven 
out of England. This American way of life puts 
me in mind of Fortescub's fine description of the 
h^py state of the £nglish, produced by their good 
tew*, which kept every man's property sacred even 
from the. grasp of the King. " Every inhabitant," 
says he, *' is at his liberty fully to use and enjoy 
V whatever his farm produceth, the iruits of the 
^^ earth, the inorea^ of his flock, and the like. 
" All the improvements he makes, whether by his 
**-own proper industry, or of those he retains in his 
*> service > are liis own to-«se and enjoy without the 
" iett, interruption, or denial of aoy* If he be in 
*^ any. wi&e injured, or oppressed, he shall have his 
^*amp»ds and satisfaction against the party pflfend- 
*\ing. Hence it is, that the inhabitants are rich in 
*' g<^, silver, and in all the necessaries and con^ 
" veniences of life. They drink no water, unless 
*' at certain times,> upon a reli^ous score, and by 
^ way of doii^ penance. They are fed, in greatt 
^ abundance, with all sorta.of flesh and flsh, of 
"which Uiey have^- plenty every where ; they ar*^ 
** Cloathed thrcHigboatia good wodllei^ f their bed*' 
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t« liiiig aod oilier fitrnUure in tbeir teases «a?e .of 
^ wool, and that in great store.- They are ateo 
•* well provided with all other sgrts of household 
** goods, and necessary iinplemente fcuTuhusbaiidry. 
** Every one, according to bis rank, hath all thin^ 
" which conduce to make life easy and- happy, 
'* They are not sued at law bat before the ordihafy 
•* judges, wb^re they are treated with mercy aqid 
•'justice according to the laws of the land ; nei^er 
** are they impleaded in point of law property, or 
" arraigned for any capital crime, bow beinoti^ 
•' soever, but before the King's judges, and accord- 

." ing to the laws of the land. These are the ad^ 
*^ vantages consequent from ihni poUHccU mdxt go- 
** vemment which obtains in Engldnd.^^ , 

356. This was the state of England four hundred 
years ago; and this ^^ with thej7a/i«/i of modern times 
added, is now the state of the Americans. Their 
forefathers brought the '* English Hospitality" with 

. them ; for,.when they le£t the eountry, the infi^r* 
nal boroughmonger funding system had not beguo. 
The Stuarts were religiout and prerogative ty- 
rants : but they were not, like their successors^ 
the boroughmongers, taxing, plundering tyrants; 
Their quarrels with their subjects were about mere 
words : with the boroughmongers it is a 4|uestioa 
of. purses and strong-boxes, of ^Qods and<;hatte^, 
lands and tenements. *♦ Coi^scaiion^^ i» their word ; 
and you must submit, be starved, h^g0d, or flee. 
TJiey take away men*s jaroperty at their pleasupe; 
wtlwui any appeal to any tribnncd. They ajipoint 
commissioners to seize what they choose. Tliere 
is,; in fact no /cro^ of property left. The Bishop- 
begotten and hell -bom system of funding has strip- 
ped England of every vestige of what was her an- 
cient character. Her hospitality along wi^h her 
freedom have* crossed the^tlantic*^ and here tbey 
live to shsane our ru£an't^Faats,~iftiiey were: sea- 
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•ibie of «Bham^, a»d to gire sfa^He^ to tliose who 
XDa:y h^ disposed to deal them distant hlows. " * 

357. It is not with a little bit of dry toast, so 
neatfy put in a rack ; a little bit of butter, so round 
and fio smsdl ; a little milk pot, so pret^ and so^ 
em^ty ; an egg for you (the host and hostess not 
lining eggs.) It is not with looks that seems to 
say >' don't eat too much, for the tax-gatherer is co« 
min^." It is not thus, that you are received in 
America. You are not much asked, not much 
]^,es$edt to eat and drink ; but, such an abundance 
19 spread before you,. and so hearty and so cordial 
it your reception, that you instantly lose all re- 
straint, and are tempted to ieas^ whether you be 
hungry or not. And, though the manner and $tyle 
are widely different in^ different houses, the abun- 
dance e?€ry where prevaik. This is the strength 
of the government : a .happy people : and no go- 
vernment ou^t to have any other strength. 

.358. But you may say, perhaps, that plenty, 
however great, is not all that is wanted. Very 
true ; for the mind is of more account than the car- 
cass* But, here is mind too. These repasts, amongst 
people of any figure, come forth under the super- 
inteudance of industrious and accomplished house- 
wives ,^ or their daughters, who all read a great deal^ 
^d in whom tha^gentle treatment from parents and 
husbands, which arise from an absence of racking 
anxiety, has created an habitual and even anliere- 
ditary good humour. These ladies can converse 
with you upon almost any subject, and the ease and 
gracefulness of their behaviour are surpassed by 
those of none of even our best-tempered Endish 
women. They fade at an earlier age than in £ng« 
land ; but till then, they sure as beautiful as the wo- 
men in ComTMLlU which contains, Jto my thinidng, 
tiie prettiest women in ,our counti^. However, 
young or old, bloo^ning or fading, ^ell or ill, rich 
pv poor, tiiey still preserve their good humour. 
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^0k Ifc^iniKjra, Ctf8Ti^l9Uj(iD, iJRattlJfti? 

" Bnt 8iiice,.iiTa8Mran beauty miwt 4««^y> . ^ 
tt "- CurlM or uncurrd, since jocks wijl turn to gray ; 

^ ♦< Since painted, or not painted, aR shall fad^i 

** And she who scorns a man must die a maid ; 
« What, then, remains, bjit well ourpow'r to usCf - 
'* And keep good Aumour still, whate'er we lose i 
*'- And, trust me, Dear, good humour can prevail, 
'* When flights'and fits and screams and scoldmg^i/' 

359. Thisbeautifol passage, firom the most beau- 
tiful of poets, whiG^ ought to be fiistened, in large 
print, upon every lady's dressing table, the Ameri- 
can women, of all ranks, seem to have by heart. 
Even amongst the very lowest of the peopJe, yoii. 
seldom hear of that torment which the old prov,erb^ 
tn«ikes the twin of«a smoky house. ^ 

360. There are very few really %7torah^ ineh ibf 
America, of native growth. Everjr farmer is more 
or less of a Reader. There is no brogue, no pro*, 
vincial dialect. No class like that which the French 
call pedsantry, and which degrading appellation ^the 
mi«cre^nt spawn of the ^inds have, of late yearsj 
applied to the whole mass of the most useful peo-* 
pie in England, those who do the work jand fight 
the battles. And, as to the men, who would na- 
turally form your acquaintance^ they, I know.irogi 
experience, are as kind, frank, and sensible men as 
are on the general run, to be found in England, 
even with the power of 8election^^ '|'hey are all 
well-iiiibrmed ; modest without shyness ; always 
free to communicate what they know, and nevet 
ashamed to acknowledge that they have yet to ieam. 
You never hear them 6oa^{ of their po^ssions^. 
and you never hear them complaining of their 
wants. They have all been readers from their 
youth up ; and there are few subjects upon which 
they cannot converse with you, whether of a po- 
litical or scientific nature. At any rate, they al- 
ways hear with patience,,^! do not know that I 
ever heard a native American interru]^ another ^ 
man while he was spe^ng. This sedcuemsss a&d ♦ 
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C0olneii, the delihercUe manner in which they say and j. ^ 
4o every things and the slowness and reserve with 
which they express their assent : these are very 
wron^y estimated, when they are taken for marks of 
a want of feeling. It must he a tale of woe indeed, 
that will hring a tear from an American's eye ; hut 
any trumped up story will send his hand to his poc- 
ket, as the amhassadors from the heggars of France, 
It^y and Germany can fully testify. 

361. However you will not, lor a long while 
know what to do for want of the quick responses of 
the English tongue, and the decided tone of the 
English expression. The loud voice ; the hard 
squeeze hy the hand ; the instant assent or dissent ; 
tbe clamorous joy ; the hitter wailing ; the ardent 
friendship ; the deadly enmity ; the lo^e that makes 
people kill themselves^ the hatred that m>akes them kill 
others. All these helong to the character of English- 
men, in whose minds and hearts every feeling exists 
in the extreme. To decide the questionn which cha- 
racter is, upon the whole, hest^ the American or 
the English, we must appeal to some third party. 
But it is no matter : we cannot chsaige our natures. 
For my partj who can, in nothing think or act hy . * 
halves, I must helie my own nature, if I said that I 
. did not like the character of my own countrymen 
best We all like our own parents and childreh 
better than other people's parents and children ; 
not because they are better, but because they are 
ours ; because they belong to us and we to them, 
and becaitse we must resemble each other. There 
*are some Americans 1 like full as well as I do any 
men in England ; but if, nation against nation, I put 
tbq question home to my heart, it instantly decides 
4D favour of my countrymen. 

362". You must not be offended if you find people 

here take but little interest in the concerns of 

England. Why should they ? Bolton Fi.etcher 

Vannot hire, spies to entrap th^m. As matter of 

23 
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curiofiity they may c<y))t^mplate such works astl^osc 
of Fi^^T.CHER, but they cannot feel much upon th^> 
subject ; and they are not insincere enough to ex- 
press much. 

363. There is one thing in the Americans, which, 
though its proper place was further b^ck, I have 
reserved, or rather, kept back, to the last moment. 
It has presented itself several times ; but I have 
turned from the thought, as men do from thinkijig 
of any mortal disease that is at work in their frame* 
It is not covetousness ; it is not niggardliness ; it is 
not insincerity ; it is not enviousness ; it is not 
tjowardice, above all things : it is drinkinG;, Ay, 
and that, too, amongst but too many men, who, one 
would think, would loath it. You can go into hardly 
any man's house, without )[>eing asked to drink wine, 
or spirits, even in the morning. They are quick at 
weals, are Uttle eaters, seem to care little about 
what they eat, and never talk about it. This, which 
arises out of the universal abundance of good and 
even fine eatables, is very amiable. " You are here 
disgusted with none of those eatert, by reputation 
that are found, especially amongst the par Bons, in 
£ngland : fellows that unbutton at it. , r^or do the 
Amencans sit and tope much after dinner, and talk 
pa till they get into nonsense and smut, which last 
is a sure mark of a silly, and pretty generally of fi 
base mind. But^ they tipple ; and the infernal spi- 
rits they tipple too 1 The scenes that I witnessed 
at Harhsburg I shall never forget. I almost wished, 
(God forgive me,) that there were boroug^mongers 
here to tax these drinkers : they would soon re- * 
duce them to a moderate dose. Any nation that 
feels itself uneasy with its fulness of good things, 
has only to resort to an application of boroughmon- 
gera. These are by no means niqe feeders or of 
contracted throat : they will suck down any thing 
from the poor man's pot of beer to the rich man^s 
}j^Q4s .and tenements. 
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364. The Americans preserve their gravity an<^^ 
foietness and good humour even in their drink; 
and so much the worse. It were far better for 
them, to be as noisy and quarrelsome as the £ng^ 
lish drunkards, for, then, the odiousness of the vice 
would be more visible, and the vice itself might be - 
coihe less frequent. Few- vices want an apology^ 
find drinking has not only its apologies but its prai- 
ses ; for besides the appellation of *' generous twne,*' 
and the numerous stJngs, some in very elegant and 
witty language, from the pens of debauched men of 
tdents, drinking is said to be necessary, in certain 
cases at least, to raise the spirits , and to keep out 
eold. Never was any thing more false. Whatever, 
intoxicates nnist enfeeble in the end, and whatever 
enfeebles must chill. It is very well known, in the 
northern countries, that, if the cold be such as to 
produce danger oi frost-hiting^ you must take car^ 
not to drink strong liquors. 

366. To see tnis beastly vice in young men is 
shocking. At one of the taverns at Harrisburg there 
were several, as fine young men as I ever saw. 
Well dressed, well educated, polite, and every 
thine but 5o6er. What a squalid, drooping, sickly 
set they looked in the rooming ! What contrast with 
the looks of my son William, to whom, if any warn- 
ing against drinking had been necessary, here was 
a warning to last him for his life. 

366. Even little boys at, or under, twelve years 
of age, go into stores, anA tip off their drams ! I ne- 
ver struck a child, in anger, in my life, that I re- 
collect : but if I were so unfortunate as to have a 
son to do this, he having had an example of the 
contrary in me, I would, if all other means of re- 
claiming him failed, whip him like a dog, or which 
would be better, make him an out-cast from my 
family. 

•367. However, I must not be understood as 
meaning, that this tippling is uni-nersal amongst gcfk- 
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. tlemen ; and, God be thanked, jthe women in any 
figure in life do by no means give into the practice^ 
but abhor it as much as well bred women in Eng- 
land, who in general, no more think of drinking 
strong liquors, than they do of drinking poison. 

368. I shall be told that men in the harvest field 
must have something to drink. To be sure, where 
perspiration almost instantly carries off the drink, 
the latter does not remain so long to burn the li- 
ver, or whatever else it doer burn. But I much 
question the utility, even here ; and I think that, 
ip the long run, a water-drinker would beat a spi- 
rit drinker at aoy thing, provided both had plenty 
of good food. And besides beer, which does not 
bum, at any rate, is within every one's reach in 
America, if he will but take the trouble to brewit. 

369. A man at Botley, whom I was very severer 
ly reproaching for getting drunk, and lying in the 
road, whose name was James Isaacs, and whp 
V^as, by the by, one of the hardest workers 1 ever 
knew, said; in answer, "Why, now, Sir, Noa» 
** and Lot were two very good men, you know, 
"and yet they loved a drop of drink.^^ ** Yes, 
" you drunken fool," replied I, " but you do notread 
" that i«aac ever got drunk and rolled about thb 
" road." 1 could not help thinking, however, that ^e 
Bible Societies, with the wise Emperor Alexan- 
der and the Holy AHiance at their head, might.a9 
well (to say nothing about the cant of the thing) 
leave the Bible to work its own way. I had seen 
Isaacs dead drunk, lying stretched out, by my 
front gate, against the public highway ; and if he 
had followed the example of Noah, he would not 
have endeavoured to excuse himself in the modest 
manner that he did, but would have affixed an ever^ 
lasting curse on me and my children to all genera^ 
tions. 

370. The soldiers, in the regiment that I be- 
longed to, many pf whom hadserred in the Ame- 
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rican war, had a saying that the Quakers used the. 
word tired in place of the word drunk. Whether 
any of them do ever get tired themselves, I know 
not; but, at any rate, they most resolutely set 
their feces against the common use of spirits. They 
forbid their members to retail them ; and^ in case 
of disobedience, they disown them. 

371* However, there is no remedy but the inJ- 
troduction of beer, wad, I am happy to know that 
it is, every day, becoming more and more fashion- 
able. At Bristol in Pennsylvania I was pleased t^ 
see excellent beer in clean and nice pewter pots. 
Beer does not kill. It does not eat out the vitals and 
take the colour from the cheek. It will make men 
^* tired,^' indeed, by midnight ; but it does not make 
them half dead in the morning. We call wine the juid^ 
of the grape, atod such it is with a proportion of 
etrdeht spirits equal, in Portugal wine, to a Jifth 
of the wine ; and, therefore, when a man has taken 
idown a bottle of Port or of Madeira, he has nearly 
half a pint of ardent spirit in him. And yet how 
many foolish mothers give their children Port wine 
to strengthen thein I I never like your wine phy^" 
cians^ though they are great favourites with but 
too many patients. Boniface, in the Beaux StrO' 
tagem, says that he has eat his ale, drunk his ale, 
worked upon his ale and slept upon bis ale, for 
ferty years, and that he has grown fatter and fat- 
ter \ but, that his wife (God rest her soul !) would 
not take it pure: «he would adulterate it with 
brandy ; tilt at last finding that the poor woman 
was never well, he put a tub of her favourite by 
lier bedside, which, in a short time^ brought her 
^ a liappy release-^ irom this state of probation, 
and carried her off into *' the world of spirits, "^^ 
Whether Boniface meant this as sl pun, I do not 
know ; for, really, ' if I am to judge from the prac* 
tice of many of the vagrant fanatics, I must believe, 
that wben^Uiey rave abouttbespnie'j entering them, 
23* 
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they mean that which goes ont of a glass dowa 
their throat. Priests may make what they will of 
their Devil ; they may make him a reptile with j^ 
forked tODgae, or a heast with ^ cloven hoof; they 
may, like Milton, dress him outVith seraphic 
wings ; or, like Saint Francis, they may give hiin 
horns and tail : h«t, I say that the Devil who is 
the strongest tempter and who produces the- most 
mischief in the world approaches na in the shape 
of liquid, not melted brimstone, but wine, gin, 
brandy, rum and whiskey. One comfort is, how* 
ever, that this Devil, of whose existence we- 
can have no doubt, ^ho is visible and even taxa- 
ble, we can, if we will, without the aid of Priests, 
or, rather in sfMte of them, easily mid safely set 
at defiance; There are many wrong things which 
men do against the general and natural bent of their 
minds. 'Fraudj theft, and even murder, are fre- 
quently, and most frequently, the o&pring oC 
want^ In these cases it is a choice <^ evils ; crime 
or hunger. But drinking to excess is a man's own 
act; an evil deliberately sought after, an act of vi- * 
olence <;ommitted against reason and against na- 
ture, and that, too, without the smallest temp^^ 
tion, except from that vicious appetite, which %# 
himself has voluntarily created. 

372. You, my dear Sir, stand in need of no such 
lectures as this, and the same is, I hope, the case 
with the far greater part of my readers ; but. if it 
tend, in the smallest de^ee, to check the £ear£al 
growth of this tree of unmixed evil ; if it should 
make ^e bottle less cherished even in one smaj} 
circle: nay, if it keep but one single young man 
in the world in the paths of sobriety, how could 
my time have been better bestowed ? 
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* Rural Sports. 

373. There are persons, who question the right of 
man to pursoe «id destroy the wild animsds, which 
are called game. Snch persons, howerer, claim the 
right of killiDg/o2ce# and hm»k$; yet,* these have at 
much right to live and to follow their food as phta- 
9ants wnA partridges have. This, therefore, in such 
persons, is nonsense. 

374. Others, in their mitigated hostility to the sports 
of the field, say, that it is wanton cnjelty to shoot or 
hunt ; and that we kill animals Brom the farm yard 
only because their flesh is necessary to our own exist" 
tnce. PROVE THAT. No : you cannot. If you 
could, it is but the " tyrant's plea ;" but you can- 
not : for we know that men can, and do, Uve with- 
out animal food, and live well too, and longer than 
those who eat it. It comes to this, then, that we 
kill hogs and oxen because we choose to kill them ; 
a«d, we kill game for precisely the same reitton. 

375. A third class of objectors, seeing the weak 
position of the two former, and still res^ved to eat 
flesh, take their stand upon this ground : that 
sportsmen send some game off wounded and leave 
them in a state o/* suffering. These gentlemen for- 
get the operations performed upon calves, pigs, 
lainbs and sometimes on poultry. Sir Isaac Cof^jiv 
prides himself upon teaching the English ladies how 
to make Turkey Capons^ Onlyibink of the sepa- 
ration p£ calves, fugs and iambs, at an early age, 
from their motbers I Go ! you sentimental eaters 
of veal, sucking ^ and lamb, and hear the mourn- 
ful lowings, whini^ and bleatings ; observe the 
anxious listen, the wistful look, and the dropping 
tear, of the discimsolate dams ; and, then, while you. 
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have the carcasses of their young ones utideryour 
teeth, cry out (as soon as you can empty your 
mouths a little) against the cruelty of hunting and 
shooting. Get up from dinner (but take care to stuff 
well first) and go and drown the puppies of the bitch 
and the kittens of the cat, lest they should share a 
litde in what the mothers hare guarded with sd much 
fidelity ; and, as good stuffing may tend to make yon 
restless in the night, order the geese to be picked 
alive, that, however your consciences may feel, 
your bed, at least, may be easy and soft. .Witness 
idl this with your own eyes ; and then go weeping 
to bed, at the possibility of a hare having been 
terribly frightened without being killed, or of a 
bird having been left in a thicket with a shot in its 
body or a fracture in its wing. But, before you go 
up stairs, give your servant orders to be early Bt 
market for fish, fresh out of the water ; that is to 
say, to be scaled ^ or skinned alive 1 A truce with 
you, then, sentimental eaters o£ flesh ; an^ here I 
piropose the terms of a^ lasting comprofbiise with 
you. We must, on each aide, yield some^ing : we 
sportsmen will content ourselves Ivi^ merely seeing 
the hares skip and the birds fly ; and you shall 1>e 
content with the flesh and fish Uiat come from cases 
oi natural deaths of which, I am sure, your com* 
passionate disposition will not refuse us a trifling 
allowance. 

376. Nor have even the Pythagoreans a much better 
battery against us. Sir RicharI) Phillips, who once 
rang a peal in my ears against shooting and huntings 
does^ indeed, eat neither ^e5^^^«^, nor fimL lik% 
abstinence surpasses that of a Carmelite^ while hit 
b«ilkwould not disgrace a Benedictine Monk or a 
Protestant Dean. But, he forgeta, that his shots and ^ 
breeches and glomes are made of the skins of animals : 
be forgets that he wr«^» (and very eloquentlj too) 
with what has been cruelly taken from a fowl, ana 
^t, in order to cover diie b6olu which he bas 
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made and sold^ bondreds of flocks and «cor^9 of 
droves must have perished : nay, that to get him his 
heaver-hat^ a beaver must have been hunted and 
tilled, and, in the doing of which, many beavers 
may bave been wounded and lefl to pine away the 
rest of their Uves ; and, perhaps, many little or- 
phan beavers,, left to lament the murder of their 
parents. Ben Ley was the only real and sincere 
Pythagorean of modern times, that I ever beard of. 
He protested, not only against eating the flesh of 
animals, but also against robbing their backs ; and« 
therefore, his dress consisted wholly oijiax. But 
evcM he, like Sir Richard Phillips, eat milk, but- 
ter, cheese and eggS) though this was cruelly rob* 
bing hens, cows and calves ; and„ indeed, causing 
the murder of the calves. In addition poor Beic 
£>rgot the materials of hook-binding ; and, it was 
well he did ; for, else, his Bible would have good 
ifitcthe Are I 

377. Taking it for granted^ then, that sports* 
men are as good as other folks on the score- of hw 
vmnity, the sports of the field, like every thing else 
done in the fields, tend to produce, or preserve, 
health, I prefer them to all other pastime, because 
they produce ear/y.nnng; because they have no 
tendency to lead young men into vicious habits. It 
is where men congregate ^ that the vices hfiunt. A 
hunter or a shooter may also be a gambler and a 
drinker ; but he is les$ likely to be fond of the two 
latter, if he be fond of the former. Boys will 
take tolsomething in the way of pastime ; and, it 
is better that they take to that which is innocent, 
heaHh5r, and manly, than that which is vicious, un- 
healthy and efleminate. Besides, the scenes of 
Crural sports are necessary at a distance from cities 
and towns. This is another great consideration ; 
for though great talents are wanted to be en^loyed 
in the hives of m«», they are very rarely acqmred 
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HI those hires : the surrounding objects dre tod 
numerous, and 'too near the cye^ too frequently 
under it, and too artificial. 

378. For these reason* I have ahvayr encoir- 
pagedhmy sons to pursue these sports. They have, 
until the age of 14 ot 16, spent their fime, by day, 
chiefly amongst horses and dogs, and in the^ fiel^ 
and farm yard ; and, their candle-light has beea 
spent chiefly in reading books about hunting and 
shooting and abont dogs and horses. 1 have su]^ 
plied th^ro plentifully with books apd prints rela- 
ting to these mattei«. They have drawn horses, 
dogs, and game themselves. These things, in 
which they took so deep an interest, not only en- 
gaged their attention and wholly kept them ftim 
alrtaste for, and even all knowledge of, cctrds ani 
other senseless amusements ; but, they led them 
to-read and -write of their own accord ; and^ never m 
my life have Is^ them a copy in writing nor attempt- 
ed to teach them a word (^reading. They have 
learnt to read by looking into books about 4ogs and 
game ; and they have learnt to write by imitating 
my writing, and by writing endless lettere to me, 
when I have been from home, about their dogs abd 
other rural concerns. While, the Boi^ough-ty rants 
bad me in Newgate for two yiBars, with a thoudatid 
pounds fine, for having expressed my indignation 
at their flogging of Englishmen, in the heart of En- 
gland, under a guard of HanoVemn sabres, I rc- 
ceivied volumes ^letters from my children' ; and,^ I 
have -theih now, from the scrawl at the age of 
thr^e years, to the neat and beautiful hand of my 
eldest daughter at thirteen. 1 never told them of 
any errors in their letters. All was well. The best 
evidence of the utility of their writing, and thc^ 
strongest encouragement to write agaiu, was a very 
clear ans-wer from mc, in a very precise hand, and 
upon very nice paper, which they never failed 
promptly 4o receive.- They have all written to me 
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hefore ihey coMform a single letter. A little bit of 
paper, with some ink-marks oijit, folded up by them- 
selves, and a wafer stuck in it, used to be sent to 
me, and it was sure to bring the writer a veiy, vejy 
kind answer. Thus have they gone on« So far from 
being a trouble to me, they have been M pleasure 
and advantage. For many years they have beea 
so many secretaries. I hf^ve dictated scores of Re- 
gisters to them, which have gone to the press mithr 
out my ever looking^at them. 1 dictated Registers to 
my eldest daughter when she was thirteen^ and to 
my son William at twelve. They have, as to trust- 
mrthinessy been grown persons, at eleven or twelve^ 
1 could leave my house and affairs, the paying of 
men, or the going from home on business, to them 
at an age when boys, in England, in general, want; 
servants to watch them, to see that they do not kill 
chickens, or torment kittens, or set the buildings 
•n fire. 

379. Here is a good deal of boasting ; but, it will 
not be denied, that I have done a great deal in a- 
short public life; and I see no barm Jn telling my 
readers of any of the means, that I have employed \ 
especially as I know of few greater misfortunes 
than that of breeding up things to be school-boys all 
(heir lives. It is not, that I have so many wonders 
of the "world : it is that I have pursued a rational 
plan of education* and one that any man may pur- 
sue, if he will, with similar effects. I remember- 
edy too, that I myself had had a sportsman-educa- 
tion. I ran after the hare-hounds at the age of 
nine or ten. I have many and many a day left the 
rooks to dig up the wheat and peas^ while I follow- 
ed the hounds ; and have returned home at dark- 
night, with my legs full of thorns and my belly 
empty to go supperless to bed^ and to congratulate 
B^self if 1 escaped a ffogging. I was sure of these 
consequences ; but, that had not the smallest effect 
in restraining me. All the leclures, sdl the threats, 
Tanished from my mind ifx a moment «ppoa bearing 
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tile first cry of the hotmds, at whicbmy heait used 
to be jpeady to bound oat of my body. I remem- 
bered all 'this. . 1 traced to this taste my contempt 
for cardUpiaying and for all childish and effeminate 
amu^ments. And, therefore, I resolved to leave 
the same course freely open, to my sous. This i^ 
ihy phn^ of education : others may follow what plan 
ihey please. 

380. This chapter will be a head without a bo- 
dy ; for, it will not require much time to give an 
account of the rural sports in America. The ge- 
neral taste of the country is to A:t7/the things in oi^ 
tter to have them to eai, which latter forms no part 
of the real sportsman^ s object. 

381. There cannot be said to be any thing here, 
which we, in England, call hunting. The deer are 
hunted by dogs, indeed, but the hunters do not fnH- 
lom. They are /)05^cd at. their several stations to 
shodt the deer asjie passes. This is only olie re« 
move from the Indian hunting. I aever saw^ that I 
know of, any man that had seen a pack of hounds in 
America, except those kept by old John Brown in 
Buck's county, Pennsylvania^ who was the only 
himting Quaker that 1 ever heard of, and who was 
grandfather of the famous General Brown. In 
shorty there is none of what we call hunting ; or, so 
Kttle, that no man can expect to meet with it. 

382. No Coursing. I never saw a grey-hound 
here. Indeed, there are no hares that have the same 
manners that ours have, or any thing like their 
fleetness. The wox)ds, too, or some sort of cover, 
except in the sii^lar instance of the Plains in this 
Island, are too near at hand. 

383. But, of shooting the variety is endleisTs. 
Pheasants, Partridges, Wodd-cocks, Snipes^ Grouse, 
Wild-ducks of many sorts, Teal, Plover, Rabbitsi 

384. There is a disagreement between the North 
and the South as to the naming of the two former. 
North of New- Jersey the Pheassmts are called Par^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



f 



Chap. JUL RVILAL 8POAT8. 26t 

tiridgea, and the Partridges are called Qinails. To 
'ihe South of New-Jersey, they are called hy what 
I think are their proper names, taking the En^ish 
names of those hirds to be proper. For, Phea- 
sants do not remain in coveys ; but» mix, like fowls. 
The intercourse between the males and females is 

fromiscuous, and not by pairs^ as in the case of 
^rtridges. And these are the manners «f the 
American Pheasants, which are found by ones» 
twos, and so on, and never mfamiHes^ except when 
youngy when, like chickens, they keep with tte 
old hen. The American Partridges are not QuaiU ; 
because Qjaails are gregctrtdus. They keep in 
Jlocksy like rooks, (called crows in America,) or like 
larksy or starlings ; of which the reader will re- 
member a remarkable instance in the history of 
the migration of those grumbling vagabonds, the 
Jews, soon^afler their march from Horeb, when 
the Quails came and settled upon each others* 
hacks to a height of two cubits, and covered a 
superficial space of two days' journey in diameter. 
It is a well known fact, that Quails fiock : it is also 
wen known, that Partridges do not, but that they 
keep in distinct familie^^ which we call coveys^ from 
the French eouvee, which means the eggs or brood 
which a hen covers at one time. The American 
Partridges live in coveys. The cock aqd hen pair 
in the spring. They have their brood by sitting 
alternately on the eggs, just as the English Partridges 
do ; the young ones, if none are killed, or die, re- 
main with the old ones till spring ; the covey al- 
ways live within a small distance of the same spot ; 
' if frightened into a state of separation, they call 
to each other and re-assemble ; they roost all to- 
gether in a round ring, as close as they can sit, the 
tails inward and the heads outward ; and are, in 
short, in all their manners^ precisely the same as 
the English Partridge, with this ekception, that they 
will sometimes alight on a rail or bough, and that 
24 
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when the hen sit*, the cock, perched at at little dia* 
tance, makes a sort of periodical whistle^ in a mo- - 
ttotonous, hut very soft and sweet tone« 

385. The sisse of the Pheasant is ahout the half 
•f tbaA of the English. The plams^e is hy no 
means so heautiful ; hut, the flesh is far more deli- 
cate. The size of the Partridge hears ahout the 
same proportion. But its plumage is more heauti- 
ful than that of the English, and its flesh is more ' 
delicate. Both are delightful, though rather diffi- 
cult shooting. The Pheasant does not tower ^ hut 
darts through the trees ; and the Partridge does not 
ri$e holdlj, hut darts away at no great height from 
the ground. Some years they are more abundant 
than other years. This is an abundant year. There 
are, perhaps, flfly coveys within half a mile of mj 
house. 

386. The Wood-cocks are, in all respects like 
those in England, except that they are only about 
three fifths of the size. They breed here ; and are 
in such numbers, that some men kill twenty brace, 
or more, in a day. Their haunts are in marshy 
places, or woods. The shooting of them lasts from 
the fourth of July till the kardish frosts come. The 
last we killed this year was killed on the 2lst of No- 
vember, So that here are^ue months oi this sport ; 
and Pheasants and Partridges are shot from Septem- 
ber to April. 

387. The Snipes are called English Snipes, which 
they resemble in all respects, and are found in great 
abundance in the usual haunts of Snipes. 

388. The Grouse is precisely like the Scotch 
Grouse. There is only here and there a place where ^ 
they are found. But, they are, in those places, 
killed in great quantities, in the fall of the year. 

389* As to Wild-ducks and other water-fowl, 
which are come at by lying in wait, and killed most 
frequently shimming, or sittiiig, they are slaughter- 
ed in whole flocks. An American counts the coat 
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of powder and shot If he is tteiiberaie in eirer j 
thing else, this habit will hardly forsake him in the 
act of ihootirig. When the sentimental flesh eaten 
hear the report of his gun, they may begin to pull 
out their white handkerchief ; for death follows 
his pall of the trigger with, perhaps, more cer- 
tainty than it used to follow the lancet of Doctor 
Rush. 

390. The Plover is a fine bird, and is found in 
great flocks upon the plains, and in the cultivated 
fields, of this Island, and at a mile from my house. 
Plovers are very shy and wary ; but they have in- 
genious enemies to deal with. A wagon, or car- 
riage of some sort, is made use of to approach 
them ; and then they are easily killed. 

391. RahhiU are very abundant in some places. 
They are killed by shooting, for all here is done 
with the gun. No reliance is placed upon a dog. 

392. As to g(wn€-/aw5 there are none, except as 
to the seasons of killing game. People go where 
they Uke, and, as to wild animals, shoot what they . 
like. There is the Common Law, which forbids 
trespass y and the Statute Law, I believe, of ** malt- 
Clous trespass, ^^ or trespass after warning. And 
these are more than enough ; for nobody, that 
I ever heard of, warns people o^. So that, as far 
as sNooting goes, and that is the sport which is the 
most general favourite, there never was a more de- 
lightful country than this Island. The sky is so 
fair, the soil so dry, the cover so convenient, the 
game so abundant, and the people, go where you 
will, so civil, so hospitable and kind. It is very 
right io take care, by law, that wild animals which 
are useful, shall not be killed but during a certain 
season, otherwise the breed would be, in a short 
time, wholly destroyed. Moses forbade those ra- 
venous fellows, the Jews, to kill the hen while she 
was sitting ; and Lent owes its origin to a similar 
motive. It is that season of the year when almost 
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aU animaLs breed ; wad forty days of recite juet then 
were of great consequence, in countries ii^ere 
ibod was liable to fall short occasionallj. The in* 
stitution was purely political as well as the fish-eat' 
4ng ;. though rriests have made them rtligiovs. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Paupers. 

393. It is a subject of great exultation in the 
hireling newspapers of the Borough-villains, that 
" poverty and poor»ratt$ have found their way to 
*^ America." As to the former it is Uterdlly true ; 
for the poverty that is here, has, almost the whole 
of it, come from Europe ; but, the means oikeepin^ 
the poor arise here upon the spot. 

394. Great sums of money are raised in New- 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, and othe|: great sea- 
ports, for the maintenance of " the poor ;" and, 
the Boroughmongers eagerly catch at the published 
accounts of. this concern, and produce them as 
proofgy that misery is as great in America as it is 
undec their iron rod. I will strip them of their 
pretext in a few minutes. 

395. Let us take New York, for instance. It is 
notorious that, whatiever may be the number of per- 
sons relieved by poor rates, the greater part of 
^em are Europeans ^ who have come hither, at dif- 
ferent periods and under circumstances of distress, 
different, of course, in degree. There is, besides, 
a class of persons here of a description very pecu- 
liar; namely ; the free negroes. Whatever may 
have been the motives, which led to their emanci- 
pation, it is very certain, that it has saddled the 

• white people with a heavy -charge. These negroes 
are a disorderly, improvident set of beings ; and, 
the paupers, in the country consist almost wholly of 
them. Take out the foreigners and the negroes^ 
and you will find, that the paupers of New- York 
do not amount to a hundredth part of those of Liver- 
pool, Bristol, Birmini?h?iin or London, populatioa 
•lor population. New- York is a sea-port, and thi^ 
24* 
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anly great sea-port of a lai^ district of countiy. 
All the disorderly crowd to it. It teems witj| emi* 
grants ; but, even there, a pauper, who is a white^ 
ncUive American^ is a great rarity. 

396. But, do the borough;*yiHai|i8 think, that the 
VfOtApckufer has the same meaning here that it ha» 
under their scorpion rod? A pauper und^rthem 
means a man that is able and willing ta work, bxA 
who dpeswsrk like a horsey and who is $o taxed y halls 
so much of his earnings taken from him by themtSi 
pay the interest of their .debt and the pensions eT 
thems^res and their wives, children and depend^ 
ants, that he is actually starving and fainting^ 
Hi work. This is what is meant by a fauper m 
England. But, at New-York, a pauper is, g€nemWy, 
a man who^ is unable, or, which is more freqti^oitlj 
the case, unwilling to work, who has becctoe debili« 
teted from a vicious life ; or, who, like borough- 
mongers and priests, finds it more pleasp^t to live 
up^n the labour of others than upon Us <|^n la» 
bour. A pauper in England is fed upon bones and 
garbage, and " substitutes for bread,^^ A pauper 
here expects, and has, as much flesh, fish and bread 
and cake as he can devour^ How gladly would 
many a little tradesman, or even little faro^er, in 
England, exchange his diet for that of a New- York 
pauper ! 

397. Where there are such paupers as those in 
England, there are beggarjs ; because, n^n they 
find, that they are nearly starved in the former 
eharacter, they will try the latter in spite of all the 
vagrfknt acts that any hell-born funding system can* 
engender. And, who ever saw a beggar in Ameri^ 
€a ? ** I have !" exclaims soipe spy of the bo-* 
roughmongers, who hopes to 1>ecome a borontgh- 
monger himself. And so have 1 too. I have seen 
a, couple since I have been on this Island ; and of 
them I will speak presently. But, there are d'^ 
f^rent sorts of beggars too as \^eU as^ of paupertfi 
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Ii^ Ei^knd a be^ap is a poor creature, with hardly 
raga^ere rags) sufikient to cover its nakedDess so 
fer even as common decency requires. A wretched 
mortal, the bare sight of whom would freeze the 
soul of an American within him. A dejected, bro- 
ken down thing, that approaches you bare-headed, 
on one knee, with a trembling voice, with ^^pray 
"bestow your charity, for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
*' sake have compassion on a poor soul ;'' and, if you 
•toss a half^pmwy into lus ragged hat, he exclaims in 
an ejctacy, ^'^God Ahftighty bless your honour i^* 
^ugh you, perhaps, be but a shoe-black yourself. 
An^American beggar, dressed very mu^h hke other 

•people, walks up to you as boldly as if hispocketi 
were crammed with money, and with a half smile, 
• that seems tosagr, he doubts of the propriety of hie 
jconduct, very civilly asks you^ if you can HELP him 
io a quarter of a dollar. He mostly states the pre- 
cise sum ; and never sinks below silver. In short, 
thereis no beggings properly so trailed. There ii 
nebbing that resembles English beting eveu in the 
most distant degree. 

398. 1 have now been here twenty^ months , and 
I have been visited by only two beggars. The 
first war an Englishman, and what was more- to me, 
a Surreyman to^o ; a native of Croydon. He asked 
me if I ^ould ^€/p htm to a quarter of a dollar; 
for, it is surprising how apt scholars they are. 
•' YeSi" said I, "if you will help my men to do 
•* some work first." He said he could not do that, 
for he was in- a hurry. 1 told him, that, if a mmi, 

Hrith a dollar a day and pork for the tenth part of 
a dollar a pound could not earn his living, he ought 

.*tobe hanged ; " however," said I, •* as you are 
" the first Surreyman I ever saw in America be- 
" sides payself^ifyou be not hanged before this daj 
^* week, and come here again; I will help you to a 
** quarter of a dollar." He came, and I kept my 
word. The second beggar was an Italian* Th» 
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was « ffenonage of ** hi^ eonsideratimt^^ . He was 
introduced to the side of my writing table^ He 
behaved with a sort of dignified politeness, mixed 
with somewhat of reserve, as if be thought the 
person to whom he was addressing himself a very 
good sort of man, but of rank inferior to hin^elf. 
We could not understand each other at first ; bttt» 
we got into French, and then we could talk. He 
having laid down his hat, and being seated, pulled 
out a large parcel of papers^ amongst which was a 
certificate from the Secretary of State of Hit Majes- 
hf the Ming of Sarditwii duly signed and conntev* 
signed, and sealed with a seal having the armorial 
bearings of that sovereign. Along with this re-t 
spectable paper was an English translation of it» 
done at New- York, and authenticated by the Mayor 
and a Notary Public, with all due f(HHaality. AU 
the time these papers were opening, I was wonderr 
ing what this gentleman could be. I read, and sta- 
red, and stared again. I was struck not le^ s by the 
novelty than the audacity of the thing. *? So, then,!* 
said i, breaking silence, '^ your sovereign, after 
" taxing you to your ruin, has been graciou^j 
*< pleased to give you credentials to show, that he 
** authorizes you to beg in America ; and, not only 
" for yeurself but /or othert ; so that you are 'an 
*« accredited ambassador from the beggars^ in Sar* 
** diriia !*' He found he was got into wrong hands; 
and endeavoured to put an end to the negociation 
at once, by observing, that 1 was not forced to 
give, and that my simple negative was . enough. " I 
" beg your pardon, Sir," said I, " you have sub-* 
^< mitted your case to me ; you have made an ap^ 
" peal to me ; your statement contains reasons for 
" my giving ; and that gives me a right to show, if 
•« I can, why I oufi;ht not to give." He, then, in 
order to prevent all reasonings opened hia Subscript 
Hon, or Begging, Book, and said : ♦' You see, Sir> 
" oAers give I" " Now," said I, ♦• you reason> but 
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** yotir reasoning is defective ; for,'if yott were to 
*^ show me, that you had robhed all my neighbours 
" without their redentiog it, woirld it follow that I 
** must let you rob me too ?" '• Ah / par bleu,^^ said 
** he, snatching up his credentials, *^je vols que 
*^ vou^iles un ofoarey Ah! by old Nick, I see you 
are a miser. And off he went ; not, however, be- 
fore I had had time to tell him to be sure to ^ve 
my best respects to the King of Sardinia, and to 
tell His Majesty to keep his beggars at home. 

399. I afterwards found, that cases like this are 
by no means rare : and that, in Pennsylvania, in 
particular, they have accredited beggars from all 
parts of the Continent of Europe. This may be 
so unuseful hint for the English Boroughmongers, 
iHxoltariB nu vuiltroi»««a't^iauttto precedence before 
die German and Italian beggars. The Borough- 
mongers may easily add a legation of mendicity to 
their Consulships Without any great disgrace to the 
Aaftter ; and, smce they can get nothing out of Ame- 
rica by bullying and attac^ng, Xtj what c^ be 
gained by canting and begging. The chances 
are, however, that many of them will^ before they 
die, be beggars in their own proper persons and 
for their own use and behoof ; and thus give a com- 
]dete Tounding to their career : plunderers in pros- 
perity, and beggars in adversity. 

400. As to the poor-rates^ fiie real poor-rates, 
yon must look to the country. In England the poor- 
rates equal in amount the rent of the land i Here, I 
wjy in poor-rates, only seven dollars upon a rent ot 
six hundred! And, I pay very full share. In 
short, how is it possible^ that there should be pau- 
pers to any amount, where the common average 
wages of a labourer are six dollars a. week ; that is 
to say, twenty'-seven shillings sterlings and where the 
necessaries of life are, upon an average, of halfiht 
price &*at they are in England ? How can a maa be 
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a pauper, wh^re he can cam ten lioqads of prime 
bog*meat a day, six days in ei^ery week ? ^ 

401. Put, some go/acA; after Ihey.cotoe from Eng- 
land ; and the Consul at New- York has thousands 
of applications from men who wani to go to Canadd ; 
and little bands of them go off to that^c cowaity 
yery often. These are said Wh^^isokfptmUed peo- 
ple. Yes, they expected the people at New- York 
to come out in boats ^ 1 suppose, carry them on 
shore, and give up their dinuers and beds to them ! 
If they will worA:, they will soon find beds and ^n- 
ners ; if they will not, they ou^t to have none. 
What, did they expect to find here the same facei 
and the same posts and trees that they left behind 
them ? Such foolish people are not worth notice. 
The tosry^vwhetlier uwac-of fcm«ic> ulir^Hrte a'^o- 
rernment, under which every oije enjoys his e^snt- 
ia^, arvd no more. Low, poor and miseral^e as 
they may be, their principle is precisely the same 
as Uiat of boroughmongers and. priests : namely,^ 
live 'without labour on the earnings of others^ The 
flmre to live thus is almost universal; but with 
sluggards, thieves, boroughmongers and priests it is 
a principle of action. Ask a priest ^hy he is a 
pnest. He will say, (for he has vowed it on the 
altar !) that he believes himself called by the Holy 
Ghost to take on him the care of souls. Pat, pt^ 
the thing close to him ; push liim hard $ and you 
will find it was the benefice, the tnoney and the tithes, 
that called him. Ask him what he wanted them 
for. That he migbt/ti;e, and live, ioQ, mthout 7s»ork, 
Oh ! this work ! It is an old saying, that, if the De- 
vil find a fellow idle, he is sure to set him to work ; 
a saying the truth of which the priests seem to 
have done their utmost to establish. 

402. Of the goers-back there was a Mr. Ouslow * 
Wakeford, who was a coachmaker, some years, in 
Philadelphia, and who, having, from nothing hardly 
to be^n with, made a comfortable fortune, went 
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k4^k about the time ibat I tetarned home. I met 
a, by accideDt, at Goodwood, in Sussex, in 1814. 
^talked about America. ' Said he, " I have often 
kought of the fooli^ way in which my good 
i*iend, North, and I usedfto tailk about the hap- 
fpy st^e of England. The money that I have paid 
^* in taxes^ here, would have kept me Uke a gentle-. 
** man there. »Why," added he, " if a labouring 
•* man here were seen having in his possession^ the 
** fowls and other things that labourers in Phila- 
** delphia carry home from market, he would Be 
" stopped in the street, and taken upon suspicion of 
** being a thief; upon the supposition of its being 
" impossible that he could have come honestly by 
*' thertl." 1 told this story after I got home ; and . 
we read, in the newspapers, not long afterwards, 
that a Scotch porter, in London, who had had a Utile 
tub of butter sent him up from his relations, and who 
was, in the evening, carrying it from the vessel to 
his house, had actually been seized by the Police» 
lodged in prison all night, brought before the ma- 
gistrate the next day, and not released until he had 
produced witnesses to prove that he liud iiot stolen a 
thing, which was thought far too valuahls for sack a 
man to come at by honest means ! What a stiite of 
things must that be ? What ! A maa in England ta- 
ken up as a thief and crammed into prison, merely 
because he was in possession of twentjr pounds of 
butter ! 

403. Mr. Wakepord is, I dare say, alive. He ^ 

is a very worthy man. He lives at Chichester, 
I appeal to him for the truth of the anecdote rela- j 

ting to him. As to the butter story ^ I cannot name ^ • 

the precise date ; but, I seriously declare the fact to 41 

have been as I have related it. I told Mr. Wake- 
^ORD^ who is a very quiet man, that, in order to 
make his lot as good in England as it was in Ameri- 
ca, he must help us to destroy the boroughmongers. 
He left America^ he told me, principaUy in conse- 
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qaeoce of the loss of faiv- daughter, (an onl^ child) 
at Philadelphia, where she, amongdt hundreds and 
hundreds of others, fell before the desolatioig /an* 
cei$ of 1797, 1798, and 17^. 
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. CHAP. XIV. 

Government, Laws, and Religion. 

404. Mr. Professor Christian^ who has writ*^ 
ten great piles cUM'otes on Blackstode's Gommenta- 
ried, and whose ISfotes differ from those of the Note- 
writers on the BiWe, in this, that the latter only 
tend to add darkness jto that which wais sufficiently 
dark before, while the Professor's Notes, in every 
instance, without a single exception, l^^b.our most 
snrduously, and not always without success, to ren- 
der that obscure, which was before clear as the 
sua now is in Long-Island, on this most beautiful 
fifth of December, 1818 : this Professor, who, I 
believe, is now a Judge^ has, in his Note 126 on 
Book I, drawn what he calls ^* a distmctitm^^ be- 
tween Politicld and Civil Liberty, which distinction 
contains, tfs to ideas, manner, and expressions, a 
complete specimen of what, in such a case, a writer 
ought to avoid. 

405. Leaving definitions of this sort to such con- 
ceited bunglers as the Professor, I will just give a 
sketch (for it can be nothing more) of the Govern' 
m^t and Liaws of this country. 

406. The country is divided into States. , Each 
of these States has its own government, consisting 
of a Crovemor, Legislative Body and Judiciary De- 
partment, But, then there is a General Government^ 
which is, in fact, the government of the whole na- 
lion ; for, it alone can do ^ny thing with regard to 
ciher nations. This General Government consists 
of a President^ a Senate, a House of Representatives t^' 
ail which together are called the Congress, Th^ 
President is elected for four years y the Senate fot 
four yearsy and the House of Representatives foi^ 

, two years, ' 

25 
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407. In most of the State governments the elec- 
tion is annual for the House of Representatives. In 
some the Governors and the Senate are elected for 
a longer period, not exceeding four years in any 
case. But> in some, the whole, Governor, Senate, 
and Representatives, are elected ANNUALLY ; 
and this last appears now to t^ the prevailing taste. 

.,408. The si^ragCy or qualification of electors, is 
v.ery various. In some states every free man ; that 
is, every man who is not hound man or slave, has a 
vote. In others, the payment of the tax is required. 
Jn others, a man must be worth a hundred pounds^ 
In Virginia a man must be a freeholder, 

. 401>. This may serve to show how little Mr, Jer- 
ry Bewtham, the new Mentor of the Westminster 
Telemachus, knows about the political part of the 
American governments. Jerry, wl)io§e great, ^nd^ 
indeed, only argument, in support biannual parliar 
ments and universal storage, is, that America is. so 
happy under such a system^ bas^ if we were to w»m 
him, furnished our enemies with a complete an- 
swer ; for, they have, in order to silence him, only 
to refer to the facts of his argument of happy exper 
rience. "By silencing him, however, I do not mean, 
the stopping of his tongue, or pen ; for nothing but 
mortality will ever do that. This everlasting bab- 
bler has aimed a sort of stiletto stroke at me ; for 
what God knows, except it be to act a consistent 
^art, by endeavouring to murder the man whom he 
has so frequently robbed, and whose facts and 
thoughts, though disguised and disgraced by the 
robber's quaint phraseology^ constitute the better 
part of his book. Jerry, who was made a reformer 
by Pitt's refusal to give him a contract to build a 
penitentiary and to moike himprim^ administrator of 
]^enihce, that is to say, Beggar-Whipper General, 
IS a very proper person to be toasted by those, 
who have plotted and conspired against Major Cart* 
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frright. Mr. Brougham ptaises Jerry : that is 
enough ! 

- 410. In the four New- England States, the qualifi- 
cation was a hundred pounds. But, one of those 
States, Connecticut, has, to her great honour, re- 
cently set an example worthy of tha imitation of 
the other three. A new Constitution has, during 
this yeaT, been formed in that State, according to 
which all elections are to be annual ; and, as to the 
sttff'rage, I will give it in the words of the instru- 
ment itself: " Every male white citizen of the 
*^ United States, who shall have gained a settlement 
^^ in this State, attained the age of twenty-one 
*^ years, and resided in the town'' [that is parish in 
the English meaning] << in which he may offer him- 
** self to be admitted to the privilege of being an 
*' elector, at least six months preceding, and kaixe a 
*^ freehold estate of the yearly value of seven dollars 
** in this State ;— ^R, having been enrolled in the mi- 
*« litia, shall have performed military duty therein 
^^ for the term of one year, next preceding the timo 
'' he shall offer himself for admission, or, being 
•^liable thereto, shall have been, by authority of 
*«^ law, excused therefrom ; — OR, shall have paid 
** a State Tax within the year next preceding the 
<^ time he shall present himself for admission, and 
<< shall sustain a good moral character, shall, on his 
♦« taking the oath prescribed, bean elector,^^ 

411. And then, the proof of bad moral charac* 
ter, is, ** a conviction of bribery, forgery, perjury, 
*' duelling, fraudulent bankruptcy, theft, or other of- 
<* fences, tor which an infamous punishment is in- 
** flicted." By forgery is not, of course, contem- 
plated p^'out forgery ; for that, as an act of re- 
sistance of oppression, is fully justifiable : it is not 
only not an immoral, but it is a meritorious act. 
The forgery here meant is forgery committed 
against honest men, who, when th^y ^^ promise to 
pay^^^ mean to pay» and do pay when called «pon. 
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" BHbery^ isvexy prc^crly-set at the bead of the 
disqualifications ; but, what a nest of villaiiie it 
would exclude in England 1 ! )^i<^ men are naen- 
tionedy but, another clause, admits all the Blacks 
now free> though it shuts out. future comers of that 
colour, or of the yellow hue ; which is perfectly 
just ; for, .Connecticut is not to be the receptacle 
of tbose^ whop) other states may choose to release 
from slavery, seei^ that she has now no slaves, of 
Jur otKfn. 

412. Thus, then, this nett> Constitution ; a eonstitu*? 
.tion formed by the steadiest c^vomntiity in the 
world ; a constitution dictated by the most ample 
experience^ gives to the people,^ as to the three 
branches oJf the government (the Governor , Senate^ 
and ReprOsentatives) precisely what we reformers 
in England ask as to only one branch oqt of the 
three. Whoever has a freehold worth a guinea 
^and a hadf a year, though he pay no tax and though 
he be npt enrolled in the militia, has a vote. Who^ 
tver pays a taxy though he.be not enrolled in the 
nulitia, though bje have no. freehold and pay a 
taxy has a vote. So thaf nothing but beggaf^^ pau^ 
pers, and crimi^ls can easily be excluded ; and, 
you will observe, if yoa please, Messieura Bo- 
roughmongerff, that the State taxes are all direct 
and so contemptible in amount as not to be,^ all ta- 
ken together, enough to satisfy this inaw of a pn- 
gle sinecure placeman in England, apdi that the etee- 
tors choose, and annually too. King, Lords and 
Commons, Now, mind, this change has been deli- 
berately made by the most deliberate people that 
ever lived on the earth. New-England is called^ 
and truly, <* the Land of Steady Habits ;^^ but, a 
Connecticut man is said to be a ^^full-blooded Yan- 
kee," and Yankee means JSfew^Engia^der, So that, 
here are the steadiest of the steady adopting, aAer 
all their usual deliberation ai^ precaution, in a^tifi^ 
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of profound tranquiHity and without any party spi- 
rit or delusion, the plan of us " wild and mdiV* ■ 
Reformers of Old England. Please God, I will, 
before I go home, pederm a pilgrimage into tht« 
State! 

. 4V^ In Virginia and the States where negro sla> 
very exists, the slaves are reckoned amongst thepo^ 
pnlation in apportioning the seats in the General Con^ 
gress. So that the slaves do not vote : hut, their 
i}7»ner9 have votes for them. This is what Davis 
Giddy, Wilberforce, and the spawn of the Green 
Room call mrtual representation. And this, to bis 
sure, is v^hat Sin Francis Burdett, in Ws speech 
at the Reading Dinner, meant by tmtver^MNTE- 
RESTS ! From universal st^ra^e^ became down 
to general suffrage : this was only nonsense ; but, 
^universal INTERESTS is downright boroughmon- 
gering. Well may he despair of doing any good in 
the House of Commons 1 " Universal interests^^ is 
the Virginia plan ; and, in that state of things, by no 
means uawise or Unjust ; for, it is easier to talk 
about freeing black slaves than it is to do iU The 
planters in the Southern States are not to blame for 
having slaves, until some man will show how they 
are to get rid of them. No one has yet discovered 
the means. Virtual representation, or, in other 
words, Universal interests, is as good a thing as any 
one can desire for those States ; and, if Sir Fran- 
cis will-but boldly declare, that the people of Eng- 
land must necessarily remain slaves, bis* joining of 
Davis Giddy and Canning will be very consistent. 
Let him black the skins of the people of Englandy 
, and honestly call a part of them bis property, and 
then he will not add the meanest to the most ds^* 
tardly apostacy. 

414. The right of suffrage in America is, how- 
ever, upon the whole, sufficient to guard the people 
against aiiy general and long-existing abuse of pow- 
er J for, let it be borne in mutdj that here the peo- 
25* 
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pl« ekct all the p^ons, who are to exereke pow- 
er ; while, e^en if our Re&rm were obtaieed, 
there wouki still he two branches x>ut of th€ thrtt^ 
over whom the people would haye oo direct conr 
trok Besides, in Englandj Ireland and Scotland 
there is bbl estahlisktd Church; a ficldy endowed 
and powerful hierarchy : and this, which is really 
s^fourth branch of the goyernment, has nothing to 
resemble it in America. So that, in this coantry, 
the whole of the Goyemment may be truly said to 
be in the hands of the people. The people are, iifr 
reality as well as in name, represented, 

415. The consequences d this are» Ist, that, if 
those who are chosen do not behaye well, they are 
not chosen a second time ; 2nd, that there ar^ no st»e- 
cure jdeuce men and pUtct women, grantees ypennoner9 
without services, and big place ^en who swallow the 
earnings of two or three thousand men each \ drd^ 
that there is no military staff to deyour more than 
the wh<^ of a goyernmeat ouglU to cost ; 4tb, that 
there are no proud and insolent grasping boroi:^>- 
nioDgers who make the people toil a^ sweat to 
keep them and their families in luxury f 5th, that 
•eats in the Congress are not, like stalls in Smith- 
field, bought and sold, or hired out; 6th, that the 
Jf embers of Congress do not sell their yotes at so 
inuch a TQte ; 'Ztb, that there is no waste of the 
public money, and no expenses occasioned by j^ie 
bribing of Electors, or by the hiring of spies and 
4pformer8- ; 6th, that there are no shootings of the 

people and no legal murders committed in order to 
defend the goyernment against the ^ust yengeaoce 
of an oppressed and insulted nation. But, all i^i, 
harmony, peace and prosperity. Eyery man is 
zealous in defence of the laws, because eyery man 
knows that he is^oyemed by laws, to which he has 
really and truly giyen assent 

416. As to the natnre of the Laws, the ComrAxm 
Lem of England i^ th» Common Lm of Jkmerica. 
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These States were formerij (MonM$ of Ef^»nd. 
. Oar foorooghmongers wished to izx them witho^ 
t&etV (ywn consen^^ But, the Colttnies, standing up- 
oo'tfae ancient Laws of England, which day that n6 
man shall be taxed wi^ont "his own consent , resisted 
the heronghmonget^ of that day ; overcame them 
iawar; cast off all dependence, and became free 
and hidepetident Stetes. But, the great men,^ who 
ceiiducted -that revolution, as well as the people in 
general, were too wise to cast off the excellent laws 
of their forefathers. They, therefore, declared^ 
that the Common Law •f England, should renvain, 
being suliject to such modifications as niight be ne- 
cessary in the new circumstances in which the 
people were placed* The Common Law means, 
Uu ancient and ordinary usages and customs of the 
hsnd with regard to the means o£ protecting proper^ 
Uf and persons and of punishing crimes. This law 
is BO written or printed thing. It is more ancient 
than books. It hi^ its origin in the hearts of oui: 
forefathers, and it has lived in the^earts of their 
sons from generation to glnieration. Hence it is 
emphatically called, the Law of the Land. Juries, 
Judges, Courts of Justice, Sheriffs, Constables,- 
Head-boroughs, Hey wards. Justices of the Peace, 
and all their numerous and useful powers and au- 
thorities make part of this law of the land. The 
boroughmongers would fain persuade us, that it is 
they who- have ^M7«n us this* law, out of pure genero- 
sity. But, we should bear in mind, that this law is 
more ancient, and far more ancient, than the titles 
of even the most ancient of their fkmilies. And, 
Accordingly, when the present Royal^ Family were 
placed upon the throne, there was a solemn declei- 
ration of the Pariiament in these words; "The 
*^Laws of England are the birthHght of the people 
** of England." The boroughmongers, by givii^ 
new powers to the Justices of the Peace and Judges, 
setting aiiide the trial by Jury in many cas^s both 
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of property and persop, even before the present 
horriUe acts; and by a thousand otiier means , 
have, by Acts of Parliament^ greatly despoiled as ot 
the law of the land ; but, never hare they given us 
any one good in addition to it. - 

417. The Americans have taken special care to 
prevent the like encroachments on their rights v so 
tliat, while they have Cocirts of Justice, Juries^ 
Judges, Sheriff, and the rest, as we have ; while 
they have all the good part of the laws now in forcft 
in England, they have none of the had. They 
have none oiih^ Statute Law of England, or-Aet if 
Parliament Law^ which has robbed us of a great 
part, and the best part, of our " Birthright." 

418. It is, as I said before, not my intention to go 
much into particulars here ; but, I cannot refrain 
from noticing, that the people of America, when 
they came to settle their new governments, took 
special care to draw up specific Constitutions^ m 
which they forbade any of their future law-makers 
to allow of any 7Vt/es of Nubility ^ any Privileged 
ClasSy any Established Umrch^ or, to pass any la7a>4o 
give to any body the power of imprisoning men 
otherwise than in due course of Common Law^ ex- 
cept in cases of actual invasion, or open rebellion. 
And, though actual invasion took place several times 
during^the late war ; though the capitsd city was in 
possession of our trool>s, i^o such law was passed. 
Such is the effect of that confidence, which a good 
and just government has in the people whom it go- 
verns ! 

419. There is one more -particular, ^ts to the 
Laws of America, on which, as it is of very great 
importance, I think it right to remark. The usee^, 
which have been made of the Lmw of Libel in £n<» 
gland are well known. In the first place, the Com* 
monLaw knows ^f no such offence as that of Cri- 
minal libel, for which so many men have been so 
cruelly punished in En^and. The crime is an in- 
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yentioQ of late^ate. ^ The Coiooioii Law pmushe^ 
Oien for hreachet of the pectc^y but no words ^ whe- 
ther wrktea or spoken^ can be a breach of the 
peace. But, then some Borougfamonger Judges 
said, that words might tend to produce a breach of 
the peace ; and that, therefore, it was criminal to 
use such words. This, though a palpable stretch 
of law, did, however, by usage, become law .so 
far 9S to be acted aipon in America as well as £q- 
^land : and, when I liyed in the state of Pennsyi** 
v^NiA, eighteen years ago, the Chief Justice of 
that State, finding even this law not 8u£Sciently 
large, gave it another stretch to make it fit me. 
Whether the liegislature of that State will repnir 
Ibis act of injustice fuid tyranny remains yet to be 
Been. The state of NEw«Ye&K, in which I now 
live, awakened probably by the act of tyranny, to 
which i aHude, has takea «are, by an Act of the 
3tate, passed in 1815, to put an end to these at- 
tacks <m the press by charge of constructive libeiy 
tfT^ at least, to make the law such, that no man 
shall suffer from the preferring of any^ such charges 
iii:tjustly. 

42Q. The principal effect of this twisting of the law 
was, that, whether the words published were true 
or false the crime of publishing was the same ; be- 
cause, whether true or false, they tended to a breach 
of the peace! Nay, there was a Boroughmonger 
Judge in England, who had laid it down as lawy 
that the truer the words were, the more criminal 
was the libel ; because, said h^, a breach of the 
peace was more likely to be produced by telling 
tnUk of a villain^ than by, telling falsehood of a vtr- 
tuma man. In point of fact this was true enough, 
to be sure, but what an infamous doctrine ! what a 
base, what an ui^ust mind must this man have had t 

421. The State of New-Yoi^^ ashamed that 
'tiiere should any longer be room for such misera- 
Me quihbUng) ashamed to leave the liberty of the 
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press exposed to the changes and chances of a'dbc- 

» . trine so hostile to common sense as well as to every 

princt{^e of freedom, passed an Act, which makes 
the truth of anj pQbltcation 9l justification of it, pro^ 
Tided the pahhsher can show, that the publication 
was made with good motives o^ndjus^able ends ; and 
who can posnhiy pufolish truth without ^eing able 
to shew good motives and justifiable ends? ^o ex- 
pose and censare tyranny, profligacy, fraud, hypo- 
crisy, debauchery, drunkenness ; indeed^ all sorts 
of wickedness and folly ; and to do this in the 
words of truth, must tend, cannot fail to tend, to 
• check wickedness and folly, and to strengthen and 

promote virtue and wisdom ; and these, and these 
\ enhfy are the uses of the press. I know it has been 

said, for I have heard it said, that this is gomg' tod 
far; that it would tend to lay open th6 pri-oate af- 
fairs of families. Ani what then ? Wickedness 
and foUy should meet their due measure of cen^ 
sure, or ridicule, be they found where they may. 

* [ If the faults of private persons were too trifling 

to deserve public notice, the mention of them 
would give the parties no pain, and the publisher 
would be despised ibr hb tittle-tattle ; that is all? 
^And ti they were of a nature so grave as for the 
ei^posure of them to give the parties joaiTt, the ex« 
posure would be usefidy as a warning to others. 

4^2. Amongst the persons, whom I have heard 
express a wish, to see the press what they call 

./ , free, at the same time to extend the I'estraints on it, 

with regard to persons in their private life, beyond 

-V the obligtUiqns q/" adherence to truth, I have ' nev^^r, 

that I know of, met with one, who had not some 

\ powerful motvve of his own for the wish, and who 

f did not feel that he had some vulnerable part about 

: himself. The common observation of these per- 

sons, isy that public men are fair game. Why publit 
only ? Is it because their wickedness and foHy af- 
fect the public ? And, bow long tuts it been, 1 
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should be glad to know, 'since had exaiii{»l6 in pri-^ 
yate life h^ been thought of no consequence to 
the public ? The press is called *' ihe guardian of 
the public morals :'' but, if it is to meddle with none 
of the vices or follies of individuals in private life, 
how is it to act as the gtfardian of the morals of the 
whole community ? A press perfectly free reach- 
es those viceSy which the law cannot reach without 
putting too much power into the hs^ds of tiie magis-^ 
trate. Extinguish the press ^ and you must let the 
ms^strate into every private house. The experi- 
ence^ or the world suggests this remark ; for, look 
where you will, you will see virtue in all the walks 
of life hand in hand with freedom of discussion, 
and vice hand in hand with censorships and other 
laws to cramp the preiSs. England, once so free, so 
virtuous and so happy, has «een misery and crimes 
increase and the criminal laws multiply in the exact 
proportion of the increase, of the restraints on the 
press and of the increase of the severity in punish- 
ing what are called libels. And, if this had not ta- 
ken place it would have been very wonderful. 
Men who have the handling of the public money, 
and who know that the parliament is such as to be 
silenced^ will be very apt to squander that money ; 
this squandering causes heavy taxes : these pro- 
dace misery amongst ^e greater number of people \ ^- 
this. misery produces crimes ; to check these^new 
penal laws are passed. Thuft it is in England, 
where new hanging places, new and enlarged jails, 
prisons on the water, new modes of transporting, a 
ne^ species of peace-officers, a new species of jus- 
tices of the peace, troops employed regulstriy in aid 
of the magistrate, and at last, spies and blood-mo- 
ney bands, all proclaim a real revolution in the na-^ 
ture of thegovernme^it. If thi^ press had continued 
free these sad effects of a waste of the public mo- , * 
ney never could have taken place ^ for, the wasters . 
•f that money would have boeii^sa exposed as to b^ 
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vnaMe^talire und^r the o£um which Uie ei^pmre 
woald haT€ occasioned ; and, if the parlisunent 
had not checked the waste and pnnished the wasters, 
the puttie indignation would have destroyed the 
parliament ^Bnt, with a ma2szled press, the wast- 
ers proceeded with the consciousness of impunity. 
Say to an individual man, when he is twenty years 
of age ; '' you shtd) do just what you please with adl 
'^ the money of other people that you oan hy any 
** means jt all your life long, get into your liands, a&d 
*< no one shadl ever be permitted to make you ac* 
^* countable, or even to write or speak a word 

* ** against you for any act of fraud, oppression, or 
'* waste." Should you expect such an individual to 

* act honestly and wisely ? Yet, this, in fact, is wtot 
boroughmonger Parliament and the law of tibel say 
to every set of Ministers. 

423. Before i quit this subject of Ldbei, let me 
observe^ however, that no juryman^ even as the 

^ law now stands in Englaiidy is in • conscience bound 
] to find any man guilty on a charge ^of criminal li- 

^ bel, unless the evidence prove tlmt the pretended 

libeller has been actuated by an evilinotroey »id un- 
less it be also proved by evidknce, that his wor<i3> 
spoken or written, were scandalous and malicious. 
r Unless these things be clearly proved by evidence^ 

•X the juryman, who finds a man guiUy^ is a base, per- 
jured villain; and ought to be punished as such. 

424. The state of Connecticut, in tier new CkjiB^ 
' *-' stitution, before mentioned, has put. this matter of 
. libel on true footing ; namely, '^ In all prosecutions 

A '• and indictments for libel the TRUTH may^ 

<« given in evidence, and the Jury shall have the 
<< right to determine the Idw and the facts.** Thusj 
' * ^ then, common sense has, at last^ gotten the better ; 

and TRUTH can, in this state, at least, in no case, 
be a legal crime, 

425. But, indeed, the press j has NOW no re^ 
straint in America, odter than that ^imposed .1^ 
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TRU?rH. Men ptiblish what th^y plfease, so 4^ong 
SIS they tlo not ^ubMshfaliefyoods ; and, even W^uch 
cases, they are generally punished by the public 
contempt. The press is, therefor^, taken all to- 
geiher; what the magistrates always ought to be ; 
" a terror to evil doers, and a reward to Siose *who do 
« welU' But, it IS not the name of RIH^UBLIC 
that secures these, or any other of^ the blessings 
tf£ freedom. As gross^ acts of tyranfty may be com- 
mitted, and as base coi^ruption practised, under 
that name as under the name of absolute monarchy. 
And, it becomes the people of America to guard 
their minds against ever being, in any case, amused 
with names. It is the fair represerUation of the peo' 
pie that is the cause t)f all the good ; dnd, if this 
be obtained, I, for my part, will never quarrel 
with any body about names. f\ 

426. Taxes and Priests; for these always lay ph 
heavily together. On the subject of taxes, I have^ 
perhaps, spoken sufficiently clear before ; but, it 
is a' great subject. I will, on these subjects, ad- 
dress myself more immediately to my old neighbours 
oj BoUey^ and endeavour to make them understand, 
w^hat America is as to taxes and priests. 

427. Worried, my old neighbours^ as you are, by 
tax-gatherers of all descriptions, from the County 
Collector, who rides in his coach and four, down to • 
the petty Window Peeper, the little miserable spy, 
who is constantly on the look-out for you, as if he 
were a thief-catcher and if you were thieves ; de- 
voured as yon are by these vermin, big and little, 
yku will with difficulty form an idea of the state of 
America in this respect. It is a state of such bless- 
edness, when compared with tfr^ state of things 
in England, that I despair of being able to make 
you fully comprehend what it is. 

428. Here a man may make new windows, or shut • 
up old windows, as often as he pleases, without be- 
ing compelled under a penalty to give notice to 
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aome insolent tax-gathering spy. Here be. may 
keep as many hbrses as he Tikes, he may ride them 
or drive them at his pleasure » he may sdl themo^ 
keep them, he may lend them or hreed from them ; 
he may, as far as dieir nature allows, do the same 
with regard to his dogs ; he may emfi»j. his ser- 
vants in his hoiise, in his stahles, in his garden, or 
in his fields, just as he pleases ; he may, if he be 
foolish enough, have armorial hearings on his car- 
riage, his watch-seals, on his plate, and^ if he 
likes, on his very buckets and porridge pots ; he 
may write bis receipts, big bills, his leases, his 
bonds, and deeds, upon unstamped paper ; bis wife 
and daughters may wear French gloves and lace, 
and French snd India silks ; he may purchase or 
sell lands and may sue at law for his rights : and ^1 
these, and a hundred other things, without any 
dread of the interloping and insolent interference 
of a tax-gatherer or spy of any descrij>tion. Last- 
ly, when he dies, he can bequeath his money and 

, goods and horses and lands to whosoever he plea- 
iies ; and he can close his eyei^ unthout curses in 
his heart against a rapacious band of placemen^ 
pensioners, grantees, sinecure holders, staff-offi^ 
cers, borough-jobbers, and blood-money spies, who 
stand ready to take from his friends, his relations^ 

. his widow, and his children, a large part of what 
he leaves, under the name of a tax upon legacies* 

429- But, you will ask, " are there no taxes ia 
*' America*?'* Yes; and taxes, or public contribu- 
tions of some sort, there must be in every civilized 
state ; otherwise r ^ovemmen^ could not exist, and 
wiUlout government there could be no security for 
prDperty or pfrhlh. The taxes in America consist 
principally of Custom Duties imposed oh goods m- 
pprted into the country. During the late war, there 
were taxes on seveirad things in the country ; but, 
they were taken off at the peace. In the cities and 
large towns, where paving and lamps and rfrotVw 
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and scavengers are necessary, there are, of course, 
direct contribatioQs to defray the expeeses of these. 
There are also, of course, county rates and road 
rates. But, as the money thus raised is employed 
for the immediate benefit of those \vhopay, and is 
expended amongst themselves and under their own 
immediate inspection, it does not partake of the 
nature of a tax^ The taxes, or duties; on goods 
imported yield a great sum of money ; and, owing 
to the persons employed in the collection being ap* 
pointed for their integrity and ability, and not on 
account of their connection with any set of bribing 
andjcorrupt boroughmongers, the whole of the mo- 
ney thus collected is fair^ applied to- the public use, 
and is amply sufficient for all the purpose of gorern- 
ment. The army^ if it can be so called, costs but 
a mere trifle. It consists of a few men, who are 
absolutely necessary to keep forts from crumbling 
down and guns from rotting with rust. The nayjr 
is an object of care, and its support and increase a 
cause of considerable expense. But Uie govern- 
xnent, relying on the good sense and valour of a 
people, who must hate or disregard' themselves 
before they can hate or disregard that which so 
manifestly promotes their own happiness, has no 
need to expend much on any species of warlike pre- 
parations. The government could not stand a week, 
if it were hated by the people ; nor, indeed, ought 
it to stand one hour. It has the hearts of the peo- 
ple with it. And therefore, it need expend nothing 
in blood-money, or in secret services of any kind. 
Hence the cheapness of this government ; hence 
the small amount of the taxes ; hence the ease and 
happiness of the people. 

430. Great as the distance between you and me 
Is, my old neighbours, I very often think of you; and 
especially when I buy salt, which our neighbour 
Warmer used to sell us for 19 shillings a bushel, Mid 
TvhichI buy here for Zs, 6rf. This salt is maae, 
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y.oa know, somewhere by Hambel. This very 
aalt, wheD brought here from England, has all the 
charges of freight, insurance, wharfage, storage, to 
piay. It pays besides, one third of its value in duty 
to the American government before it b^ landed 
here. Then, you will observe, there is the pr^^ 
of the American salt merc^nt ; and then that of 
the shop-keeper who sells me the salt.- And, after 
all this, I buy that very Hampshire salt for ^s. 6d^ 
a bushel, English measure. What a government,; 
then, must that of the boroughmongers be ! The 
salt is a gift of God. It is thrown on the sfepre. 
And yet, these tyrants will not suffer us to use it,- 
until we have paid them 155. a bushel for liberty to 
"Mse it. They will not suffer us to, use the salt^ 
which God Ims sent us, until we have givfe.n them, 
IBs. a bushel for them to bestow oq themselves, or 
their families and dependants, in the payment of 
ihe interest of the debt, which they have contract- 
ed, and in paying those, whom they hire to shoot 
at us. Yes ; England is a fine country ; it is a glo- 
rious country ; it contains an ^qgenions, industrious^ 
a brave and warm-hearted people ; but, it is now 
disgraced and. ens]a?ed ; it is trodden 'down by 
these tyrants ; and we must free it. We cannot 
and we will not die their slaves. 

431. Salt is only one of the many English articles 
that we buy cheaper here than in England. Glass,. 
for instance, we buy for half the pric^ that you buy 
it. The reason is, that you are compelled to pay 
a heavy tax, which is not paid by us for that same 
glass. It is the same as to almost every thing that 
comes from England. Ypu are compelled to pay 
the boroughmongers a heavy tax on your candles 
and soap. You dare not make candles and soap, 
though youhave the fat and the ashes in abundance. 
If you attempt to do this, you are taken up and . 
imprisoned j and, if you resist, soldiers are "brought 
to shoot you. This is freedom, is it ? Now, we^ ^ 
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here, make our own candles and soap. Farmers 
sometimes sell soap and candles ; but they nerer 
^te^any. A labouring man, or a mechanic, buys a 
sheep now and then. Tliree or four day's works 
wiH buy a labourer a sheep to weigh sixty pounds, 
with seven or eight pounds of loose fet. The meat 
keeps very weD, in winter, for a long time. The 
wool makes stockings. And the loose fat is made 
into candles and soap. The year before I left 
Hampshire, a poor woman at Holly Hill had dipped 
some rushes in grease to use instead of candles. An 
eitciseman found it out ; went and ransacked her 
house ; and told her, that, if the rushes had had 
another dip^ they would have been candles^ and she 
must have gone to jail! Why, my friends, if such a 
thing were told here, nobody would believe it. The 
Americans could not bring their minds to believe, 
that Englishmen wotdd submit to such atrocious, 
such degrading tyranny. 

432. I have had living with me an Englishman of 
Wickham parish. He sfnokes tobacco ; and tells 
me, that he can buy as much tobacco here for three . 
cents; that is, about t^ree English half -pence , as he 
could buy at Wickham for three shtUihgs. The 
leather has no tax on it here ; so that, though the 
shoe-maker is paid a high price for his labour, the 
labouring man gets his shoes very cheap. In short, 
there is no excise here ; no property tax ; no assessed 
taxes. We have no such men here as Chiddel and 
Billy Tovery to come and take our money from us. 
No window peepers. No spies to keep a look-out 

*as to our carriages and horses and dogs. Our dogs 
that canie from Botley now run about free from the 
spying of tax-gatfierers. We may wear hair-pow-- 
der if we like without paying for it, and a boy In 
our houses may whet our knives withoift our pay- 
ing two pounds a year for it. 

433. But, then, we have not the honour of being 
covered over with the dust, kicked up by the 
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hordes and raised by the carrier wheels of sach 
men as Old George Rose and Old Garnier, each 
gf whon^ has pocketed more than three hundred 
thousand pounds of the public, that is to «ay^ the 
people's money. There are no stich men hticve. 
Those who receive public money here, do some- 
thing for it. They earn it. They are no richer 
than other -people. The Judges hiere are plain 
plain-dres,8ed men. They go about with no «ort.of 
parade. They are dressed, on the Ben^h, like 
other men. The lawyers the same. Here are no 
black gowns and scarlet gowns and big foolish-look- 
ing wigs. Yet, in the whole world, there is not so 
well-behaved, so orderly, so steady a people j 
a people so obedient to the law. But, it is the law 
only that they will how to. They will bow to no-^ 
thing else. And, they bow with reverence to the 
law, because they know it to be just, and becausjB it 
is made by men, whom they have all had a hand in 
choosing. \ 

434. And, then, tjbink of the tithes ! I have talk- 
ed to several farmers here about the tithes in Eng- 
land ; and, they laugh. They sometimes almost 
make me angry ; for they seem, at least, not to be- 
lieve whiit I say, when I tell them, that the Eng- 
lish farmer'gives and is compelled to give, the Par- 
son a tenth part of his whole crop, and of his ifruit 
and milk ana eggs and calves and lambs and pigs and 
wool and honey. They cannot believe this* They 
treat it as a sort of romance. I sometimes almost 
wish them to be farmers in England. I said to a 
neighbour the other day, in half anger : *' I wishll. 
^' your farm were at Botley. There is a fellow 
*« there, who would soon let you know, that your 
«* fine apple trees do not belong to you. He 
" would have his nose in your sheep-fold, your 
" calf-pens, your milk pail, your sow's bed, if not 
*« in the sow herself. Your daughters would have 
'* no occasion to Jiunt out the bens' aests : he would 
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** do tbat for thcim." And then I gaveliim a proof 
of an English Parson's vi^lance by telling him' the 
story of Baker's peeping out thfi name, . marked oa 
the sack, which the old woman was wearing as a 
petticoat. To another of my. neighbours, who" is 
Very proud of the circumstance of his grandfather 
being an Englishman, af, indeed, most of the Ame- 
ricans are, who are descended from Englishmen : to 
this neighbour I was telling the story about the 
poor woman at H6lly Hill, who had nearly dipped 
her rushes once too often. He is a very grave and 
religious man. He looked very seriously at me, 
and said, that falsehood was falsehood, whether in 
jest or earnest. But, when I inrited him to come 
to my house, and told him» that I would show him 
the acts which the boroughmen had made to put us 
in jail if we made our own soap and candles^ he was 
quite astounded. **What! said he, and is Old' 
*^ England really come to this ! Is the land of our 
*' forefathers brought to this state of abject slavery ! 
*' Well, Mr. Cobbett, I confess, that I was always 
*' for King George, during our revolutionary war ; 
** but) I believe, all was for the best ; for, if I had 
** had my wishes, he tnigbt have treated us as he 
" now treats the people of England." **//c," said 
I, <' It is not he ; he, poor man, does nothing to the 
♦* people, and never has done any thing to the people. 
<* He has no power more than you have. None of 
•* his family have any. All put together, they have 
«^ not a thousandth part so much as I have ; for I 
** am able, though here, to annoy the tyrants, to 
|**< make them less ea^y than they would be : but, 
*f these tyrants care no more for the Royal Family 
«* than they do for so many posts or logs of wood." 
And then I explained to him who and what the 
boroughmongers were, and how they oppressed us 
and the king too. I told him how they disposed of 
the Church livings, and, in short, explained. to him 
2& their arts and aU their cruelties. He was ex- 
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ceediDgly shocked f bat was glad, at any rate to 
know the truth. 

4d5. When I was, last wintier, in the neighbour^ 
hood of Harrisburgh in Pennsylvania, I saw some 
hop-planters. They grow prodigious qnantities' of 
hops. They are obliged to put their hills so Wi A 
apart, that they can havetinly four hundred hills 
upon an acre ; and yet they grow three thousand 
pounds of hops upon an acre, with no manure and 
with once ploughing in the year. When I told 
them about the price of hops in England and abottt 
the difficulty of raising them, they were greatly silr- 
prised ; but, what was their astonishment, when I 
told them about the hop poles df Chalcro ft at 
Curbridge ! The hop is naturally a weed in Eng- 
land as well as in America. Two Or three yines' 
had come up out of Chalcroft's garden hedge, a few 
years ago. Chalcroft put poles to them ; and, 
(here might be a pound or two of hops on these 
poles. Just before the time of gathering, one of 
the spies called Excisemen called on Chalcroft and 
asked him why he did not enter his hops. Chalcroft 
did not understand ; but, answered, he meant to 
take them in shortly, though he did not think they 
were yet quite ripe. **Ay>" said the Exciseman, 
" but I mean, when you do mean to enter them at 
" the Excise office ?" Chalcroft did not know (hot 
tiving in a hop c6untry,) that he had already incur- 
red fk penalty for not reporting to the tyrants that he 
had hops growii^ in his garden hedge ! He did not 
know, that he could not gather them and put them' 
by without giving notice, under a penalty of fifty ^ 
pounds ! He did not know, that he could not re- 
ceive this liltle gift of God without paying money" 
to the boroughmongers in the shape of tax ; and, 
to the Parson in the shapeof tith^e,or, give a tenth ' 
of the hops to th€^ Parson, and not dare pick a sin- 
gle hop till he bad sent notice to the Parson / What ^ 
he did, upon this occasion, I have forgotten ; but. 
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it is likely that he let the hops stand and rot, or cut 
them down and flung them away as weeds. Now, I 

poor men in England are told (o be content with rags ^ 

and hungry bellies, for that it is their lot ; that *' it 
** has pleased Divine Frdvidence to place them in 
*'*that state." But, here is a striking instance of 
the falsehood and blasphemy of this doctrine ; for, : 

Providence had sent Chalcroft the hops, and be f> 

had put poles to them. Providence bad brought A 

the hops to perfection ; but then came the borough-. ' . 

mongers and the Parson to take fjrom this poor man > 

this boon of a benevolent Maker. What, did God ' 

erder a tax Mrith allits vexatious regulations, to be 
imposed upon what he had jQreely given to this poor ' I 

man ? Did God ordain, that, in addition to this f 

tax, a tenth should be yielded to a Parson, who had ' ' 

solemnly vowed at. his ordination, that he believed « 

himself called, not by the love of tithes, but by j 

^' the Holy Ghost, to take on him the cure of souls, "^^ . 
and to ** bring stray sheep into the fold of the Lord.^\ 
Did God ordain these things ? iHad it pleased God 
to do this ? What impiety, what blasphemy, then, 
to ascribe to Providence the manifold sufferings 
occasioned by thfi boronghmonger's taxes and Par- 
son's tithes ! ; 

436. But, my Botley neighbours, you will ex- 
claim. '* No tithes ! Why, thens there can be no 
** Churches and no Parsons ! The people"^ must 
" know nothing of God or Devil ; and must all go ♦ 

** to belli" By no means, my fncTidis. Here are 
plenty of Churches ; no less than three Episcopal 
(or English) Churches ; three Presbyterian 
Churches : three Lutheran Churches ; one or two 
Qjuaker Meeting-Houses ; and two Methodist Pla- 
ces ; all within six miles of the spot where I am sit- ^ 
ting. And, these, mind, not poor shabby Church- 
es ; but each of them larger and better built and 
far handsomer than Botley Church, with the 
Church-yards aU kept in the neatest order, with a 
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bead-stone to every grave*. As to th^ Quaker 
Meeting-House, it would take Botley Cbarclt 
into its belly, if you were first to knock off th6 
steeple. 

437. Oh, n6 ! Tithes are not necessary to pro- 
mote religion. When our parsons, such as Baker;, 
talk about religion or the churchy being in danger ; 
tfaeymean, that the ^i^^cs are in danger. They 
mean, that they are in danger of being compelled to 

• work for their bread. This is what they meai^. 
You remember, that, at our last meeting at Win- 
chester, they proposed for us to tell the Prince 
Regent, that we would support the church, 1 moved, 
to leave out the word chiirch and insert the word 
Hikes ; for, as there were many presbyterians and 
other dissenters present, they could not, with clear 
consciences, pledge themselves to support the 
thureh. This made them furious. It was lifting 
up the mask ; and the parsobs were enraged be- 
yond measure. 

438. Oh, no ! Tithes db not mean religion. Re- 
ligion means 'a reference for God. And, what has 
this to do wi^ tithes? Why cannot yoii reverence 
God, without Baker and his wife and children eat- 
ing up a tenth part of the corn and milk and eggs 
tnd lambs and pigs and calves that are produced in 
Botley parish ? The parsons, in this country, are 
tupported by those Who choose to employ them. 
^ man belongs to what congregation he pleases. 
He pays what is required by the rules of the con- 
gregation. Arid, if he think that it is not necessary 
for him to belong to any congregation, he pays no- 
tiiingat ail. And, the consequence is, that air i^ 
harmony and good neighbourhood. Here are not 
disputes about religion j or, if there be, they make 

no Boise. Here is no ill-will on this account. A 
man is never asked what religion he is of, or whe-» 
ther he be of any religion at all. ' It is a matter that 
nobody interferes ihi What need, therefore, is 
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thereof an established chvtvch ? What need is there 
of tithes I And, why should not that species of pro* 

{)erty he taken for public us/e ? That is to say, as 
ar as it has any thing to do with religion ? I know 
very well, that tithes do.not operate as many people 
pretend ; I know those who complain most ahout 
them have the least right to complain ; hut, for my 
present purpose, it is su£[icient to show, that they 
have nothing to do with religion^ 

439. If, indeed, the Americans were wicked^ 
disorderly, criminal people, and, of coarse, a mise-^ 
rable and fooh^h people : then we might doubt upon 
the subject : then we might possibly suppose, that 
their wickedness and misery arose, in some degree, 
at least, from the want of Uthes. But, the contrary 
is the fact. They are the most orderly, sensible 
and least criminal people in the whole worlds A 
common labouring man has the feelings of a man of 
honour ; he never thinks of violating the laws ; he 
crawls to nobody ; he will call every man Sir, but 
he will call no man master. When be utters words 
of respect towards any one, they do not proceed * 
£pom fear or hope, but from civility and sincerity* 
A native American labourer is never rude towards 
his employer, but he is never cringing 

440. However, the best proof of the inutility oi 
an established church is the absence of crimes in 
this country, compared to the state of England in 
that respect. There have not been three felonies 
tried in this county since I arrived in it. The 
Court-House is at two miles from me. An Irish- 
man was tried for forgery in the summer of 1817, 
and the whole country was alive to go and witness 
the novelty. I have not heard of a man being 
banged in the whole of the United States since my 
arrival. The boroughmongers, in answer to state- 
ments like these, say that this is a thinly inhabited 
country. This very county is more thickly settled 
than Hampshire. The adjoi(|xng county, towards 
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\he city of New- York is much m^re thicklj settled 
than Hampshire. New- York itself and its immedi- 
ate environs contain nearly two hundred thousandT 
inhabitants, and, after London, is, perhaps, the first 
commercial and maritime city in the world. Thou- 
sands of sailors, ship carpenters, dock-yard people, 
dray-men, boat-men, crowd its wharfs and quays. 
Yet, never do we hear of hanging ; ffcarcely ever 
of a robbery ; men go to bed with scarcely locking 
their doors ; and never is there seen in these streets 
what is called in England, a girl of the town ; and, 
what is still more, never is there seen in these 
streets a beggar, I wish you, my old neighbours, 
could see this city of New-York. Portsmouth and 
Gosport, taken together, are miserable holes com- 
pared to it. Man's imagination can fancy nothing 
so beautiful as its bay and port, from which two 
immense rivers sweep up on the sides of the point 
of land, on which the city is. These rivers are 
' continually covered with vessels of various sizes 
bringing the produce of the land. While the bay is 
scarcely less covered with ships going in and out 
from all parts of the world. The city itself is a 
f cene of opulence and industry : riches without in- 
solence, and labour without grudging. 

441. What Epglishman can contemplate this bril- 
liant sight without feehng some little pride that this 
city bears an English name ? But, thoughts of more 
importance ought to fill his mind. He ought to 
contrast the, ease, the happiness, the absence of 
crime which prevail here, with the incessant anxie- 
ties, the miseries and murderous works in England. 
In his search afler causes he will find them no 
wheTeh^tinthe governments ; and, as to an establish- 
ed Church, if he find no sound arguhient to prov<|. 
it to be an evil ; at the very least he must con- 
clude, that it is not a good; and« of course, that 
propertjf to the amount of five millions a year is 
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very unjustly as weU as on wisely bestowed On its 
clergy. 

* 442. Nor, let it be said, that the people here 
are of a better natural disposition than the people 
of England are. How can it be ? They are, the 
far greater part of them, the immediate descen- 
dants of Englishmen, Irishman ^ and Scotchmen. 
Nay, in the city of New- York it is supposed, that a 
full half of the labour is performed by natives of 
Ireland, while meii of that island , make a great 
fignre in trade, at the bar, and in all the various pur- 
suits of life. They have their Romish Chapels 
there in great brilliancy ; and they enjoy " Catho- 
" lie Emancipation" without any petitioning or any 
wrangling. In short, blindfold an Englishman and 
convey him to New-York, unbind his eyes, and he 
will think himself in an English city. The same 
sorts of streets ^ shops precisely the same ; the same 
beautiful and modest women crowding in and out of 
them ; the same play houses ; the same men, same 
dress, same language : he will miss by day only 
the nobility and be^ars, and by night only the 
street walkers and pick-pockets. These are to be 
found only where there is an established clei^y up- 
held by what is called the state, and which word 
means, in England, the horqughmongers. 

443. Away, then, my friends, with all cant about 
the Church, and the Church being tn danger. If the 
Church, that is to say, the tithes, were completely 
abolished ; i£ they, and all the immense property of 
the Church, were taken and applied to public use 
there would not be a sermon or a prayer the less. Not 
only the Bible but the very Prayer-book is in trse 
here as much as in England, and^ I belie vq a great 
deal more. W,hy give the five millions a year then, 
to Parsons and their wives and children ? Since the 
English, Irish and Scotch, are so good, so religious 
and so moral here without glebes and tithes ; why 
not use these glebes and tithes for olher purposed 
^7 * . 
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liftoe they are possesstonfl which, can legally be did* 
poised of in another manner. 

444. But, the fact is, that it is the circumstance * 
of the Church being established by law that make* 
it of little use as to real religion,^ and as to morab, as 
far as they be connected with religion. Because, as 
we shall presenCly see, this establishment forces 
upon the people, Parsons, whom they cannot re- 
spect ; and whom, indeed, they must despise; and» 
it is easy to conceive, that the moral precepts of 
those, whom we despise on account of their imn^D- 
rsdity, we shall never much attend to, even suppo- 
sing the precepts themselves to be good, If a pre- 
cept be self evidently good ; if it be an obvious 
duty which the parson inculcates, the inculcation 
is useless to us ; because, whenever it is wanted to 
guide us, it will occur without the suggestion of any 
one, and, if the precept be not self evidently good, 
we shall never receive it as such from the lips of a 
man, whose character and life tell us we ought to 
suspect the truth of every thing he utters. When 
the matters as to which we are receiving instruc- 
tions are, in their nature, wholly dissimilar to those 
as to which we have witnessed the conduct of the 
teacher, we may reasonably, in listening to the pre- 
cept, disregard that conduct. Because, lor in* 
stance, a man, though a very indifferent Christian, 
may be a most able soldier, seaman, physician, law- 
yer, or almost any thing ebe ; and, what is more, 
may be honest and zealous in the discharge of his 
duty in any of these several capacities. But, when 
the conduct, which we have observed in the teacher ' 
belongs to the same department of life as the pre- 
cept which he is delivering, if the one differ from 
the other we cannot believe the teacher to be sin- 
cere unless he, while he enforces his precept 
upon us, acknowledge his own misconduct. Sup- 
pose me, for instance, to be a great liar, as great a 
Jiar, if possible, as. St|wart of the Covrikr, who 
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lias said that I have been ** fined 7(Xy dollars for 
<* writing against the American goyernment," though 
I never was prosecuted in America in al} my life. 
'Suppose me to be as great a liar as Stewart, and I 
"wrere to be told by a Parson, whom i knew to be 
as great a liar as myself^ that I should certainly go 
to hell if I did not • leave off lying. Would bis 
words have any effect upon me ? No :> because I 
should conclude, that, if he thought what h% said, 
he would not be such a liar hims^t I should rely 
Ufran the Parson generally or I ahould not. If I did, 
I should think myself safe until I out-hed him ; and, 
if I did not rely on him generally, of what > use 
would he be to me ? 

446. Thus, then, if men be sincepe about reli* 
gioh ; if it be not all a mere matter of form, it 
must always be of the greatest consequence, that 
the example ef the teacher* correspond with hia 
Reaching. And the most likely way to insure this 
is to manage things so that he may, in the first 
place, be selected by the people, and, in the s^- 
cdnd place, have no rewards in Tiew other than 
those which are to be given in consequence of his 
perseverance in a line of good conduct. 

446. And thus it is with the clergy in America, 
who are duly and amply rewarded for theii: dili- 
gence', and very justly respected for the piety, tstr 
lent, and zeal, which they discover; but, who' 
have no tenure of their places other than that of 
the will of the congregation. Hence it rarely in- 
deed happens, that there is seen amongst them an 
impious, and immoral, or a despicable man : whe- 
ther the teaching of even these reverend persons 
have any very great ^ect in producing virtue and 
happiness amongst men is a question upon which 
men may, without deserving rto be burnt dive, take 
the liberty to differ ;, especially since the world has 
constantly before its eyes a society, who excel in 
all the Christian virtues, who practise that simpli- 
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•ity wbidi4)tfaers teach, who, in the great work of 
charitj, really and truly hide from the left hand 
that which the right hand doeth ; and who knows 
nothing of Bishop, Priest, Deacon,, or Teacher of 
any description. Yes, /since we have the Qjuakers 
constantly belbre ouf eyes^ we may, without de- 
serving to be burnt alive, question the utility of 
paying any Parsons or religious Teachers at all. 
But, the most of it is, w«.are apt to confound^ 
things, as we have, by a figure of speech, got to 
call a huUding a churchy when a church really 
means a body of people ; so we are apt to look 
upon the prit^t ca being religious y and especially 
when we call him the reverend ; and, it often sadly 
occurs that no two things can be wider from each 
other in this quality. Some writer has said, that 
he would willingly leave to the Clergy every thing 
above the tops of ^e chimneys, which perhaps . 
was making their possessions rather^ too ethereal •; 
but, since our law calls them " spiritual persons ;" 
since they profess, that " their kingdom is not of 
''this world." And, since those of our church 
have solemnly declared that they believed them- 
, selves to be cajled to the ministry " by the Holy 
Ghost ;" it is, I think, a little out of character for 
them to come poking and grunting and grumbling 
about after our eggs^ potatoes and sucking pigs. 

447. However, upon the general question of the 
utility or non utility of paid rehgious teachers, let 
men decide for themselves ; but if teachers be . to 
be paid, it seems a clear point, in my mind, 
that they should be paid upon the American plan : 
and this, I think, must be obvious to every one, 
Who is able to take a view of the English Cler- 
gy. They are appointed by the absolute will of 
the Bdroughmongera, They care nothing for the 
good will of their congregation or parish. It is as 
good to them to be hated by their parishioners as 
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to be loved by them. They very frequently never 
eren see their parish more than once in four or 
five years. They solemnly declare at the altar, 
that they believe themselves called by the Holy 
Ghost to take on them the cure of souls ; they get 
possession of a living ; and leave tb^ cure of souls 
to some curate^ to whom they give a tenth part, per- 
haps, of the income. Many of them have two 
Ivoings at thirty miles distance from each other. 
They live at neither very frequently; and, when 
they do they only add to the annoyance which their 
curate gives. 

448. As to their general character and conduct ; 
in what public transaction of pre-eminent scandal 
hiive they not taken a part ? Who were found most 
intimate with Mrs. Clarke and most busy in her 
commission dealing affairs ? Clergymen of the 
Church of England. This is notorious. Miss Tock- 
ER tells of the txvo livings given to Parson Gurney 
for his electioneering works in Cornwall. And, 
indeed, all over the country, they have been, and 
are, the prime agents of the bproughmongers. Re- 
cently they have been the tools of Sidmouth for 
gagging the press in the country parts of the king- 
dom. Pomis and Guillim were the prosecutors of 
Messrs. Pilling and Melor ; and for which, if they 
be not made to answer, the kingdem' ought to be 
destroyed. They are the leading men at Pitt 
Clubs all over the country ; they were the fore- 
m69t-to defend the publication of Melville. In 
short, ^here has been no public man guilty of an 
infamous act, of whom they have not taken the 
part ; and no act of tyranny of which they have not 
been the eulogists and the principal instrument. 

449. But, why do I attempt to describe parsons 
to Hampshire men ? You saw them all assembled in 

« grand cohort the last time that t saw any of you. 

You saw them at Winchester^ when they brought / 
^^^i^rward their lying address to the Regent. You / 
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flaw them on that day, and so did I ; and in them I 
saw a band of more complete blackguards thaa I 
ever before saw in all my life. I then saw patron 
Baines of Exton, standing up in a ^hair and actually 
apittii^ in Lord Cochrane's poll while the . latter 
was bending his neck out to speak. Lord Cochrane 
looked round and said, " By G — Sir, if you do that 
** again Til knock you down.'* «* You be d— d," 
«aid Baines, " ITl spit where I like.*' Lord Coch- 
rane struck at htm ; Baines jumped down, put 
his two hands to his c^outh in a huntsman-like way» 
and cried *^ whoop ! whoop !" till he was actually 
black in the face. One of them trampled upon my 
lieel as f was speaking. 1 looked ^ round, and beg.- 
ged him to leave off. ** You be d — d," said he, 
** you be d—d jacobin.'* He then tried to press 
on me to stifle my voice, till I clapped my elbow 
into his ribs and made the " spiritual person*^ hie* 
cup. There were about twenty of them moonte4 
upon a large table in the room ; and there they, 
jumped, stamped, hollowed, roared, thumped with 
canes and umbMlas, squalled, whistled, and made 
all sorts of noises. As Lord Cochrane and I were 
going back to London, he said that, so many years 
as he had been in the navy, he never had seen a 
band of such complete blackguards. And I said the 
same for the army. And» 1 declare, that, in tfie 
whole course of my life, I have never seen a^iy 
men, drunk or sober, behave in so infamous a man* 
ner. Mr. Phillips, of Elihg, (now Doctor PhiK 
lips) whom I saw standing in the room, I tapped on 
the shoulder, atid asked, whether he was not 
ashamed. Mr. Lee of the College ; Mr. Ogle of 
Bishop's Waltham, and Doctor Hill of Southamp- 
ton : these were exceptions. Perhaps there might 
be some others ; but the mass was the most auda- 
cious, foul, and atrocious body of men 1 ever saw. 
We had done nothing to offend them. We had 
proposed nothing to offend them in the smallest de- 
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free. But, they were afraid of our speeches : they 
new they could not answer us : and they were 
resolved that, if possible, we should not W heard. 
There was one parson, who had his mouth within 
a foot of Lord Cochrane's ear, all the time hie 
Lordship was peaking, and who kept on saying : 
" you lie ! you lie ! you lie ! you lie /" as loud as he 
could utter the words. 

.460, Baker, the Botley Parson, was extremely 
busy. He acted the part of buffoon to Logkakt, 
He kept capering about behind him, and really 
seemed like a merry andrew rather than a '* spi^ 
•* ritual personJ*^ 

451. Such is the character of the great body of 
Hampshire parsons. I know of no body of men so 
despicable ; and, yet^ what sums of public money 
do they swallow ! It now remains for me to speak 
more particularly of Baker, he^ who; for your sins 
I suppose, is fastened upon you as your Parson. 
But, what I have ip say of thi^ man must be the 
subject of another Letter. That it should be the 
subject of any letter at all may well surprise all 
who know the man ; for not one creature knows 
bim without despising him. But, it is not Baker, it 
is the scandalous priest, that I strike at. It is the 
impudent, profligate, hardened priest that f will held 
Up to public scorn. 

452, When. I see the good and kind people here 
going to church to listen to some decent man of 
good moral character and of sober, quiet life, I al- 
ways think of you. You are just the same sort of 
people as they ai^ here ; but what a difference in 
the Clergymen I What a difference between the 
sober, sedate, friendly man who preaches to one of 
these congregations, and the greedy, chattering, ly- 
ing, backbiting, mischief making, everlasting plagues^ 
that you go to hear, and are compelled to hear, or 
stay away fropa the church. Baker always puts me 
in mind of the Magpie^ 
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The Magpie, bird of cbatt'riDg fame. 
Whose tongue and hue bespealc his name ; 
The first, a iquaUine clamorous dock, 
Tne last made up oi white and black; 
Feeder alike on flesh and com, 
Greedy alilte at eve and mom ; 
* Of all the birds the pri/ing pest,. 
Must needs be Parson o'er the rest. 

453. Thas I began a fable, when I lived at Bot- 
lejr. I have forgotten the rest of it. It will please 
you to hear, that there are no Magpies in America ; 
but, it will please you still more to hear, that no 
men that resemble them are parsons here. 1 have 
sometimes been half tempted to believe, that the 
Magpie first suggested to tyrants the idea of having 
a tithe eating Clergy. The Magpie devours the 
corn, and grain ; so does the Parson ; the Ma^ie 
takes the wool from the sheep's backs ; so does the 
Parson ; the Magpie devours alike the young ani- 
mals and the eggs ; so does the Parson ; the Mag- 
pie's clack is everlastingly going : so is the Par- 
son's ; the Magpie repeats ,by rote words that are 
taught it ; so does the ParsoQ ; the Magpie is al- 
ways skipping and hopping and peeping into others' 
nests ; so is the Parson : the Magpie's colour is 
partly black and partly white ; so is the Parson's ; 
the Magpie's greediness, impudence, and cruelty 
are proverbial ; so are those of the Parson. I was 
saying to a farmer, the other day, that if the bo- 
roughmongers had a mind to ruin America, they 
would, another time, send over &ve or six good 
large flocks of Magpies, instead of five or six of 
their armies ; but, upon second thought, they would 
do the thing far more effectually by sending over 
five or six flocks of their Parsons, and getting the 
people to receive them and cherish them as the 
Bulwark of religion. 

END OF PART II. 
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be the better tor th« echo of it j ami thouj?h 1 , ^ 

rmJned to buy, sttiff fc a new coat, I went "^ * T to 

*»r my old one a little iong-er. — ^|t cadet' — it 'he 

m^i thy ^iTofit will be »s yreat as' mine. 1 Am, <^y c^ r, uunc 

nf iA<? rhohra mar But. '-T tike a soft cork And burn it thorough- 
III tbtf fSre until it ceases to blaxc. Mix it up on * pl*t£ 
ith ft liuie miik und water or any thing- more agreeable to the 
ilalc — take a tea spoon full and repeat the dos^ until the dis- 
'derceaasSi which it commonly does on the third upplicatlon. 
Iiave seen a person iu the greatest agony of the biiiou3 clioKc 
Ib&tuully cured whh a simple dnmgiit of this carbonic prepa- 
Jtlon. The remed}' h simple and can do no harm even to an 
[fitnt. MEDIC US. 

I- ^ 

Citre forihe i>y*tfn/ary.— .Take one ounce of Rheiibarb, 2 
rachms English Saffron, 2 do. Cardimen Seed, 1 Nutmeg, 
ound the wliole together — put them into a comtnon jug, or 
orter-boitle, and with them a pint of good French Brandy — 
ut the botUe» aliglitly corked, into a di*h kettle or small iroa 
ot of c^vld water— hang it over Sk lire, so that it will heat and 
eep hot 12 hours, botnnt bolL It should be taken on going 
»bed. A tea spoon full for tlioae from one to three years old 
*42 do. for thosse from three to six — 3 do. for those from six to 
yelve— and a table ypounful for grown persons. 
This remedy was found very efficacious in 18LS— and also 
►St summer in Trenton ► 

To cleanse the Teeth and improve the Breath* 

To 4 ounces of fresh prepared lime water add 1 drachm of 
'emvian bark, and wash Uie Teeth with this water in the mom- 
>g before breakfast and after supper. It will efFectually des- 
roy the tartar on the Teeih. and remove the oifonaive smeU 
ri»i ng f ro m l h e s e t h ut a r e de cay e d. 

A sure Cure for a Cough, if taken in iime^-J. Randolph, 
-- Buckingham County, Virginia^ 



%^ 



Take a handful of the bitter herb Called Hoarhoun, put it 
fito two qoarts of water, boil it down to one half— after strain- 
ng, put in some honci^, or mohisses — put it on the fire to incor- 
mrate— theTi add a little old nun, and cork it up. 1 ake half a 
eacupful filled up with w*arm milk ; if you cannot readily pro- 
are warm, make cold milk blood warm— take a cup t\ill fastings 
,nd another about noonj on an empty stomach,* 

, I Used it, and praised be God, it cured mc effeetuaWy— nur 
li?C I been on^ d^y indlapoaed since. 
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